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Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 8 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Friday, 12th June 2026 

KS2 Sports Day 

After an earlier attempt was spoiled by the weather, our KS2 Sports Day 
finally took place—and what a wonderful afternoon it was! The rain 
cleared and the sun came out just in time, making it a perfect second 
attempt. 

All children took part with great enthusiasm, showing fantastic 
sportsmanship throughout. Events included the sprint race, as well as 
either the obstacle race or the ever-popular egg and spoon race. The 
focus was firmly on taking part, having fun, and supporting one another, 
which everyone did brilliantly. 

The final results were: 

• 3rd place: Bassenthwaite Bees – 75 points 

• 2nd place: Grasmere Gorillas – 88 points 

• 1st place: Bassenthwaite Bees – 92 points 

Well done to all pupils for a fun-filled and successful day! 

Rescheduled Events: 

- EY/KS1 Sports Day—Tuesday, 30th June  

- KS2 Village Run—Monday, 22nd June 
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Have your say! 

Dame Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England , has reached out to us for help in gathering children’s views 

on what it is like to be a child today. At a time of significant change for children and young people, it is more important 

than ever that their views are reflected in policy making. She has launched a survey so that children can have their say on 

what it’s like to be a child or young person in England today. She will take their views to the Government, to help them 

make life better for children. To find out more, visit her website. 

Click here to complete the survey. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture/


 3 

 

12.06.26 Page 3 

Tips for Parents and Carers 

Keep Communication Open 

Talk regularly with your child about their online activities. Encourage 

them to share what apps, games, and websites they use. 

Set Clear Boundaries 

Agree on rules for screen time, appropriate websites, and online 

behaviour. Consistent expectations help children develop good habits. 

Use Parental Controls 

Take advantage of parental control settings on devices, apps, and 

broadband services to help filter content and manage usage. 

Click here for further information. 

Teach Critical Thinking 

Help children understand that not everything online is true or safe. 

Encourage them to question what they see and to come to you if 

unsure. 

Know the Signs of Concern 

Changes in behaviour, secrecy about online activity, or reluctance to use 

devices can sometimes signal a problem. Stay alert and supportive. 

Lead by Example 

Model safe and respectful online behaviour yourself. Children are more 

likely to follow good practices when they see adults doing the same. 

Police are continuing to urge parents to 
monitor what children are looking at on 
their phones and online to help protect 

youngsters from any dangers. 
Officers are reminding parents following 
concerns in west Cumbria in recent days 

about the content of a WhatsApp group in 
which children were members. 

Officers are continuing to reviewing the 
content at this time but can reassure the 

community there was no self-harm 
content involved. 

We are also constantly working with 
partners to support and educate children. 
But the most important person in a child’s 
life is usually their parent or guardian – so 
we would ask parents to take the time to 

check children’s phones and devices to 
ensure children are safe. 

Concerns about social media groups can 
be reported direct to the platform owners 
but police are keen to learn more about 

any groups that may pose risks to 
children.  

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Scarlett Matitia and Tobi Sproat 

Over the past two weeks, Reception have been exploring 

animals you might see on a safari. The children have been 

very engaged in learning about lions and giraffes through 

non-fiction texts, and they have enjoyed writing interesting 

facts about these animals. They were especially amazed to 

discover that a lion can eat up to 240 hamburgers in one 

sitting! 

In Maths, we have been using rekenreks to compare 

numbers and deepen our understanding of quantity. The 

children have also been using dominoes to find different 

number combinations and have been matching numbers to 

amounts up to 20. 

Our young learners have taken on the role of animal 

detectives, investigating different animal skins and 

identifying which animal they belong to. They have been 

practising their cutting skills by carefully cutting out safari 

animals and placing them correctly, as well as drawing their 

favourite animals and writing about them. 

We also really enjoyed going to watch the KS2 Sports Day 

and cheering on the older children. 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Tahnee Holmes and Molly Hanson 

This week in Nursery we explored our topic “Mad About 

Minibeasts!” The children showed great curiosity while learning 

about insects and small creatures in our outdoor areas. 

We went on minibeast hunts and found different insects 

depending on the weather, including spiders, worms, bees, 

ants, snails, flies, butterflies and even a dragonfly. The children 

confidently named many of the insects they discovered. 

We talked about where minibeasts live and why they are 

important. We learned that some, like bees and butterflies, are 

pollinators that help us grow food, while others keep soil 

healthy or are part of the food chain. 

The children especially enjoyed learning about spiders, 

discovering they are arachnids with eight legs that spin webs. 

We also took part in arts and crafts, collaging snail shells and 

making spider webs. In maths, we counted ladybird spots, 

explored patterns in nature, and matched numerals to 

quantities. In phonics, our focus was the “qu” sound, as in 

“queen,” “quack,” “quest,” and “quickly.” 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Esme Williams and Ayla Little 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Millie-Joe Lancaster and Joey Denwood 

What a fantastic week we’ve had in Year 2! The children 

have worked incredibly hard and we’re so proud of their 

effort and enthusiasm. Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve 

been up to: 

In English, the children have been writing character 

descriptions for Kelp, impressing us with adventurous 

vocabulary and expanded noun phrases. In Maths, 

we’ve started our topic on time, recapping o’clock and 

half past, and introducing quarter past and quarter to. 

The children have shown great determination with 

these new concepts. 

In History, we discussed why monarchies need rules, 

sorting rules between those for the monarch and the 

monarchy. This led to thoughtful discussions. In Music, 

we practised moving to the beat and warming up our 

voices, building confidence through rhythm activities. 

In PSHE, we talked about how everyone has different 

needs, with children showing empathy and 

understanding. In RE, we explored mosques, learning 

about routines and asking thoughtful questions. 

In Phonics, the children worked exceptionally hard as they 

completed their phonics screening check. 

In English, they began writing their own newspaper reports 

and enjoyed a role-play activity interviewing Little Red. 

In Maths, the children explored numbers up to 100 through 

engaging games and practised positional language in a 

partner activity, guiding each other while one partner was 

blindfolded—developing teamwork and communication skills. 

In RE, we explored Sikh worldviews, focusing on caring for 

others through Sewa. The children created drawings showing 

ways people can help others. 

In Science, we researched how animals can be grouped and 

discussed their similarities and differences. 

In Geography, the children drew sketch maps of Dearham, 

using symbols and keys to show important locations. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Wilson Short and Freddie Hindmoor 

In Maths, children finished their money unit, confidently 

solving two-step problems using all four operations. They 

have begun learning about time, focusing on key facts such 

as months, weeks, and days. 

In English, Year 4 continued Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory, focusing on Charlie finding the Golden Ticket. They 

explored his emotions and wrote descriptive pieces about 

the discovery and sharing the news, showing strong 

vocabulary, imagination, and empathy. 

In Science, children learned how to group plants by features 

such as leaves, stems, flowers, and seeds. They also explored 

evergreen plants and those native to specific regions, 

developing their vocabulary and reasoning. 

In P.E., the focus was rounders skills, including catching, 

batting, and applying these in small games. 

Well done to all pupils for completing their Multiplication 

Tables Check and for their excellent effort and 

sportsmanship during Sports Day. This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Jax Young and Abby Penn 

This week in Maths, we began our new topic on ‘Time.’ The 

children were fascinated to discover the meaning behind the 

unusual marks on some clocks — Roman numerals! We learned 

a catchy song to help us remember them. Later in the week, we 

moved on to telling the time to five minutes, and the children 

worked hard to build their confidence with this new skill. 

In English, we explored instruction writing. We examined real 

examples such as recipes, building manuals and boardgame 

instructions, identifying the key features that make instructions 

clear. The children enjoyed spotting imperative (bossy) 

verbs and discussing why they are so important in this type of 

writing. 

In Geography, we learned about different types of 

settlements and located cities around the UK. The children also 

practised identifying settlements using aerial photographs and 

OS maps, developing their map-reading skills. We also had a 

fantastic Sports Day on Wednesday afternoon. The children 

showed brilliant participation, teamwork and sportsmanship 

throughout.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Esther Blackburn and Daisy Sowerby 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Nancy Shields and Poppy Hindmoor 

Our Year 6 pupils have had a fantastic start to their new 

themed maths project based around a bakery. The children 

have been applying their understanding of ratio, scaling, 

budgeting and multi-step problem solving to real-life bakery 

scenarios. They have loved seeing how their maths skills can 

be used in the real world, from costing ingredients to 

adjusting recipes and planning profit margins. 

In English, Year 6 have continued their work on explanation 

texts. This week, we focused on how information from a 

written text can be transferred into a clear, accurate labelled 

diagram. The children showed great attention to detail and 

enjoyed experimenting with layout and presentation. 

We also celebrated our final Sports Day at Dearham. Year 6 

were brilliant role models—helping younger children, setting 

up races, supporting staff and still finding plenty of time to 

take part and enjoy themselves. Their leadership and 

enthusiasm shone throughout the day. 

Year 5 have had a busy and productive week. In maths, they 

have continued their work on shape, using protractors and 

rulers to accurately draw angles, lines and increasingly complex 

shapes. Their precision and focus have been very impressive. 

In English, we have continued exploring Pandora, creating their 

own hexapod creatures—six-limbed animals designed to fit into 

the spectacular world of Pandora. The creativity and imagination 

on display have been wonderful to see. 

In science, Year 5 have continued their topic on forces and 

space. This week, they explored the phases of the moon and 

investigated how the rotation of the Earth creates day and night. 

They worked scientifically to produce clear diagrams explaining 

these processes. 

We are also busy preparing for the forthcoming production of 

Alice in Wonderland, which Years 5 and 6 will be performing on 

2nd July. There has been lots of singing, acting and props making 

throughout the week. 
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Reception 99% 

Year 1 81% 

Year 2 100% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 100% 

Year 5 96% 

Year 6 93% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 12/06/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  96.05% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 
 

 

June 

18th—Y1/2 trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

19th—Colour Run 

20th—Dearham Carnival 

22nd—KS2 Village Run 10:30am 

26th—Green Foodbank Day 

30th—Y6 Transition Day 

30th June—EY/KS1 Sports Day 
 

July 

1st—Y6 Transition Day 

1st—Half Day 1:30pm—Staff CPD 

2nd—Y5/6 Show at Netherhall 

3rd—Y3 trip to Tullie House and Carlisle Castle 

4th—FODS Sponsored Walk 

6th—Reception trip to Stockwood 

8th—FODS Meeting 6pm 

8th—10th—Y5/6 Robinwood 

13th—Reports issued to parents 

15th—Transition Morning 

16th—Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

17th—Break up at 1:30pm 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart 222 237 149 

House Points 

Chickenpox 

We have several cases of chickenpox in our school community at 

the moment. Please keep children off school until the spots have 

all fully scabbed over. This helps to protect oth-

ers and prevents further spread. 

Wishing all f those affected at the moment, a 

speedy recovery. 
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