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Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 6 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Friday, 22nd May 2026 

Eco Club 

Eco Club have had a busy half term. We created bright 

posters to remind everyone of our eco rules and 

made little signs to help children remember to turn 

off lights and taps. We also researched endangered 

animals and shared ideas on how we can help protect 

them. To finish the half term, we headed outside for a 

big litter pick — collecting rubbish from the school 

field and then taking a walk around the local area to 

tidy up our community. A brilliant effort from 

everyone involved. 

Farewell 

We said farewell to two of our highly valued colleagues 

this week. Mrs. Kirkbride, who joined the school over 

thirteen years ago as a Teaching Assistant, left to 

pursue a change of career with the council. Miss Taylor, 

who joined us as a new teacher, almost three years 

ago, moved on today to expand her experience in a 

different setting. We thank them both for all they have 

contributed to Dearham Primary School and its 

community and wish them both every success and 

happiness for the future. 

New dates… 

EY and KS1 (N,R, Y1, Y2) 

Tuesday, 30th June 

 

KS2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6) 

Wednesday, 10th June 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Keely Rae Weaver and Teddy Park 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week in nursery, we have been enjoying the classic story 

The Gingerbread Man. The children loved listening to the 

repetitive tale and joining in with the line, “Run, run, as fast as 

you can, you can’t catch me, I’m the Gingerbread Man!” 

Through this engaging theme, we developed both fine and gross 

motor skills in fun ways. 

Fine motor skills, important for writing and using tools, were 

built through decorating gingerbread men with paint, crayons, 

and collage materials. We also made gingerbread-scented 

playdough to roll, squash, and shape. These activities 

strengthened hand muscles, improved coordination, and 

supported early writing skills. 

Gross motor skills were developed through running and chasing 

games outdoors, pretending to escape like the Gingerbread 

Man, and completing obstacle courses involving jumping, 

balancing, and crawling. Indoors, we acted out the story 

through movement and role play, helping build strength, 

balance, and confidence. 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Hunter Long and Florence Todd 

This week in Reception, we have enjoyed reading the story 

Someone Swallowed Stanley. This has helped us think about 

how we can take care of our oceans and understand why it is 

important not to drop litter. 

In our learning, we have been using our phoneme knowledge 

to label different animals that live in the ocean. The children 

have worked hard to sound out and write these words 

independently. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on number bonds to 10. We 

revisited the Numberblocks episode about the number 10, 

which supported our understanding. We have also been 

practising adding numbers together using tens frames and 

cubes. 

As part of Understanding the World, we explored the life cycle 

of a turtle. The children enjoyed ordering the stages correctly 

and learning how turtles grow and change. We also spent 

time carefully observing turtles and colouring our own 

pictures. 

Well done, Reception, for all your hard work this half term! 

We hope you have a lovely and restful break. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Hunter Blaylock and Marcie Marsden 

This week, the children have been using all the fascinating 

facts they researched about Robert Scott to write their own 

informative pieces. They worked really hard to organise 

their writing using subheadings, helping them sort their 

ideas and present their information clearly.  In Maths, we’ve 

been learning all about quarters. The children practised 

finding a quarter of shapes and quantities, showing great 

understanding. To make learning even more fun, we used 

our fraction knowledge to design some delicious-looking 

pizza creations—there were some very imaginative 

toppings! 

In History, we explored how explorers have changed over 

time and discussed different ways we can remember them. 

The children made some thoughtful contributions and 

showed lots of curiosity about the past. Our Science lessons 

focused on plants, particularly identifying which parts are 

safe to eat. The children were very surprised by some of the 

things we discovered—it certainly sparked lots of interesting 

discussions! 

In Maths, we have continued developing our understanding of fractions. The children have been learning how to find a 

third of a number or quantity, as well as exploring the difference between unit and non-unit fractions. They have shown 

great progress and confidence in identifying and working with these concepts, demonstrating a solid foundation in this 

important area of learning. In English, we have focused on poetry, where the children have created some wonderful 

descriptive diamante poems inspired by the lion from our story. Their use of language has been fantastic to see. 

As I prepare to leave school, I want to say how proud I am of each and every one of them. It has been an absolute pleasure 

teaching this Year 2 class, and while I will miss them dearly, I know they are finishing the year in very good hands. I wish 

them all the very best for the future. Miss Taylor x 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Imogen Lister and Denver Wood 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Olivia Crozier and Knox Hodgson 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Noel Rooney and Roni Peat 

This week in English, we wrapped up our work on The Lost 

Thing. The children brought together everything they’ve 

learned over the past few weeks to produce their own 

independent stories inspired by the text. They impressed us 

with their use of speech, relative clauses, and a range of other 

grammar features to create detailed, imaginative narratives. 

In maths, we have now completed our unit on decimals. The 

children have worked hard to understand how decimals link 

to fractions, including converting halves and quarters into 

decimal form. They also practised comparing and ordering 

decimals, both from smallest to largest and vice versa. 

Our sound unit in Science came to an exciting end this week. 

The children explored pitch using a range of musical 

instruments, investigating how and why different instruments 

produce higher or lower sounds. It was a hands‑on, engaging 

session that helped them apply their scientific understanding 

in a practical way. 

In R.E., we looked at how the Bible has changed over the 

centuries and learned about the key people who influenced 

its development and translation. The children asked 

thoughtful questions and showed real interest in how 

historical events have shaped the text we know today. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on adding and subtracting 

fractions, ensuring children add the numerators while keeping 

the denominator the same when working with common 

denominators. They have also been using key vocabulary such 

as numerator, denominator, equivalent, and simplify to support 

their understanding. 

In English, the children have been writing an extended piece 

retelling a story from a different character’s perspective. They 

have been using SPaG techniques, including similes, time 

adverbials, adjectives, and adverbs, to make their writing more 

engaging and maintain a consistent viewpoint. 

In History, we have been learning about the Ancient Egyptians, 

exploring how the pyramids were built and the teamwork and 

organisation involved. The children have shown great curiosity 

about these achievements. 

In Science, we have been studying reflection, describing how 

light reflects and identifying reflective surfaces such as mirrors, 

water, and shiny objects. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Hollie Hodgson and Aidan Smith 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Summer Mossop and Charlotte Lowell 

In English, we have completed writing our speeches about 

refugees. The children worked incredibly hard to develop 

thoughtful, powerful pieces of writing. In Geography, we have 

been learning about the Sahara Desert. Did you know it is the 

largest hot desert on Earth? We discussed its extreme 

temperatures, unique landscape, and the plants and animals 

that have adapted to live there. Here’s a question to try at 

home: do you know which desert is actually the largest on 

Earth? (Hint: it isn’t hot!) 

In Science, we explored reproduction in plants. We learned 

about the different parts of a flower, such as the stamen and 

pistil, and how pollination helps plants reproduce. The children 

discovered that pollinators like bees play a very important role, 

and that some plants can even reproduce without seeds 

through methods such as runners or bulbs. 

In Maths, our focus has been on analysing data. The children 

have been interpreting charts, graphs, and tables, drawing 

conclusions, and answering questions based on the information 

presented.  

This week in English, we have begun our new unit 

on explanation texts, exploring key features such as clear 

structure, headings, causal conjunctions 

(because, therefore), and technical vocabulary. We looked at 

examples based on the digestive and circulatory systems, 

linking closely with our new Science topic. 

In Science, we created our own model of the circulatory 

system in the hall, helping us understand the roles of the 

heart, blood, and lungs, and how nutrients and oxygen are 

transported around the body. 

It has been an exciting start to the topic and we look 

forward to seeing it progress. 

We have also started preparing for Alice! The Musical, 

learning songs, sharing roles, and sending scripts home 

ready for auditions on the first Monday after half term. 
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Reception 90% 

Year 1 89% 

Year 2 92% 

Year 3 92% 

Year 4 95% 

Year 5 95% 

Year 6 92% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 22/05/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  92.34% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 
 

 

June 

1st — Back to School 

1st—12th Y4 Multiplication Tests 

3rd—KS1 Village Run 

4th—KS2 Village Run  

8th—12th—Y1 Phonics Screening 

10th—KS2 Sports Day—1:30pm 

18th—Y1/2 trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

19th—Colour Run 

26th—Green Foodbank Day 

30th—Y6 Transition Day 

30th June—EY/KS1 Sports Day 
 

July 

1st—Y6 Transition Day 

1st—Half Day 1:30pm—Staff CPD 

2nd—Y5/6 Show at Netherhall 

3rd—Y3 trip to Tullie House and Carlisle Castle 

4th—FODS Sponsored Walk 

6th—Reception trip to Stockwood 

8th—10th—Y5/6 Robinwood 

13th—Reports issued to parents 

15th—Transition Morning 

16th—Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

17th—Break up at 1:30pm 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart Maryport school win Times & Star's £1,000 competition | Times and Star  

Check out Dearham Primary School in 

the Times and Star 

https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/26119248.maryport-school-win-times-stars-1-000-competition/
https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/26119248.maryport-school-win-times-stars-1-000-competition/
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LINK HERE 

https://eequ.org/book/the-innovation-hub-may-tech-club-with-access-freedom-experiences-cic-28435

