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Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Celebrations! 

There was certainly much to 

celebrate in our assembly this morning. We started by looking at 

Sir David Attenborough who is celebrating his 100th birthday 

today! This is a remarkable milestone (also reached by Poppy and 

Isaac’s great-granda this week!) We saw that he has created and 

presented programmes for over seventy years that help people 

understand animals, nature and the planet. We followed this up 

with different activities in the forest area and the classroom linked 

to his work. 

We also celebrated the fantastic 

achievements of two of our 

pupils in Year 1 and Year 6. Our 

Y1 boy completed his challenge 

of climbing Scafell Pike last 

week, smashing his target and 

raising £1500 to go towards our 

Playground play tower.   

We have a world champion in our 

school! We are proud of our Y6 

pupil who competed in the All 

Star World Championships for 

cheerleading in the USA. With 

over 100 teams taking part from 

around the globe, the Maryport 

squad came 1st! 

Well done to you all! 

Friday, 8th May 2026 
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Letters and forms have been sent home. 

All forms MUST be signed and returned to school 

by Friday, 22nd May  as we need to place an order 

for powder etc. No late submissions will be 

accepted. 

Good Luck Year 6! 
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We are still collecting the following items for 

our pre-loved and tombola stalls at the 

Summer Fete. 

If you have any of the following, that you no 

longer want or use, please send them to 

school, ASAP. They will be collected in the 

school hall. 

• Pre-loved books 

• Pre-loved toys and games 

• Pre-loved uniform 

• Pre-loved dressing up costumes 

• Bric-a-Brac items for the tombola stall (any 

household objects that someone else 

might like to win such as candles, photo 

frames or anything at all!) 

Thank you! 

A big thank you for your colourful donations 

for the rainbow tombola! We were 

impressed by the creative contributions that 

we received in each colour. Thank you! 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Brody Ostle and Sebastian Martin 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Elliott Litt and Oliver Burns 

In Nursery our Traditional Tales topic has continued, and this 

week we have been reading the tale of Cinderella. The 

children have re-enacted the story using props and puppets 

and have been enjoying our small world roleplay area of 

Castles, Knights, Kings and Queens. The children have loved 

dressing up as Royalty and have been making their own 

beautiful crowns. During exploring time we have been 

focusing on historical vocabulary using words such as past, 

long ago, Kings, Queens, castles, Knights, fortress and many 

more. 

The children have been working really hard in Maths focusing 

on measuring and in Phonics our sound for this week is 'w'. 

The children have been spending lots of time exploring 

outside, enjoying the lovely weather, creating obstacle 

courses for their friends, challenging themselves with the 

loose parts and in the construction areas and have even been 

organising and playing games of their own, like 'Duck, Duck, 

Goose' and 'Hide and Seek' which has been wonderful to see.  

This week in Reception, we have had a very busy and exciting 

time learning together. In Literacy, we have been reading 

Grandad’s Island. The children have enjoyed the story and 

have been writing descriptive sentences about what they 

might be able to see in Grandad’s attic. They have also been 

practising reading and writing CVCC words such as tent, drum 

and frog. 

In Mathematics, we have continued exploring numbers to 20 

and have been practising subitising with larger numbers. The 

children have also been working on their adding skills. As part 

of our learning, the children went on a fun treasure hunt 

around the classroom, finding numbers and writing down 

what they could see. 

In Understanding the World, we have been learning about 

seaside holidays in the past and the present. The children 

found it very funny to learn that ice cream sellers used to be 

called hokey pokey men! 

 

Well done, Reception, for all your hard work and enthusiasm 

this week!  
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Esme Williams and Ayla Little  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Violet Dixon and Alfie Dickinson 

This week in English, we wrote descriptive sentences about the 

sea, comparing a rough sea with a calm one. The children used 

expanded noun phrases and interesting adjectives to create vivid 

descriptions. 

In Maths, we began learning about fractions, focusing on sharing 

objects into equal groups. The children practised explaining how 

many groups they made and how many were in each. 

In Science, we walked around the school grounds to identify 

deciduous and evergreen trees. The children confidently 

explained the differences. 

In History, we learned about Christopher Columbus and his 

voyage. The children explored his journey and created freeze 

frames of key moments, with the “stealing treasure” scene 

proving very popular. 

In Music, we warmed up our voices and practised chanting to a 

beat, with some children leading as we marched like penguins. In 

PE, we travelled like gymnasts and practised safe jumping from 

apparatus, showing confidence and good listening skills. 

This week in Year 2, we have been very busy across all areas 

of learning.  

In English, the children planned and wrote diary entries 

inspired by How to Hide a Lion. They focused on punctuating 

sentences correctly and used a range of feeling words to 

describe events and emotions clearly. 

In Maths, we began our new topic on fractions, where 

children were introduced to the idea of a whole and explored 

equal and unequal parts through practical activities. 

In Science, the children learned how to identify suitable 

materials based on their properties. They explored the 

difference between human-made and natural materials, 

described how paper is made, and worked scientifically by 

sorting materials into groups. 

In Geography, the focus was on human features, particularly 

along the coast. The children showed they could recall what 

a human feature is, name human features found on the 

coast, and describe how people use coastal areas. 

A fantastic week of learning all round! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Freddie Cresswell and Samuel Birkett-Batey 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Frazer Mc Mullan and Alex Chinyama 

This week in maths, the children continued building confidence 

with decimals, focusing on how tenths and hundredths 

combine to make a whole. They explored different ways to 

make one whole using practical examples and visual models. 

They also practised representing hundredths on place value 

charts and applying this knowledge on number lines, 

positioning decimals accurately and recognising intervals. 

In English, we explored the scene where the boy takes ‘the lost 

thing’ to the lost property office. The children described the 

boy’s actions using precise verbs and time adverbials, and 

created detailed descriptions of the office using rich 

vocabulary. They compared past and modern lost property 

offices, noting differences such as old‑fashioned furniture, a 

quieter atmosphere, and the contrast with today’s brighter, 

more organised, digital spaces. 

In science, we investigated how sound travels through water. 

The children learned how vibrations differ in water compared 

to air and why this is important for ocean animals. We focused 

on dolphins and whales, exploring how they use sound to 

communicate, find food, and navigate in the deep sea. 

This week in Design and Technology, the children thoroughly 

enjoyed completing their castle projects. They created sturdy 

bases to secure their structures before adding facades and a 

range of decorative features. To finish, they evaluated their 

own work and that of others, discussing whether their castles 

matched their original designs or how their ideas had changed, 

giving thoughtful reasons for their decisions. Well done to 

everyone – the finished castles look great! 

In PE, we enjoyed our gymnastics sessions, focusing on balance 

and coordination. The children practised hula hoop activities 

and balance exercises, showing excellent control and 

determination. In Science, we explored magnets and their uses, 

working scientifically. 

In PSHE, we had thoughtful discussions about children’s rights, 

learning that all children have rights and understanding that 

not everyone is able to enjoy them equally. Finally, in History, 

we had great fun learning about Ancient Egypt and making our 

own canopic jars, bringing our learning to life. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNER-

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Isaac Scholey and Rowan Jackson 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Lucy Penn and Ted Sanderson 

This week in Year 6, we have dedicated time to revising in 

preparation for next week. The children have worked hard to 

strengthen their understanding in mathematics, revisiting key 

topics such as angles, types of triangles, and parts of a circle. 

It has been great to see their confidence grow as they 

consolidate these skills. 

In English, we have continued our Grammar and Punctuation 

Quiz, helping to keep essential knowledge fresh. The pupils 

have shown strong focus and determination as they challenge 

themselves and support one another. 

In PE, we have been developing athletics skills, particularly 

hurdles, focusing on timing their take-off, maintaining 

balance, and improving coordination. Their resilience and 

willingness to improve have been wonderful to see. 

We are very proud of all the Year 6 children and the positive 

attitudes they have shown towards their learning. They have 

made excellent progress, and while SATs are an important 

milestone, it is their hard work, resilience, and commitment 

that truly reflect who they are—and that is why we are so 

proud of them. 

It has been another busy, sunny week in Year 5! In Maths, we 

converted percentages into decimals, explored equivalent 

fractions, decimals and percentages, and calculated the 

perimeter of rectangles using practical resources. 

In English, we used Azzi In Between to support Sentence 

Stacking and developed empathy through speech writing. The 

children wrote thoughtful speeches about refugees, focusing on 

emotion, powerful vocabulary and clear structure. 

In Science, we studied living things, focusing on the life cycle of 

a bird and how animals grow and change. In Geography, we 

explored how people use deserts, considering environments, 

resources and adaptation. 

The children took part in PE, including a fitness session with Karl 

and an orienteering lesson that developed teamwork and 

problem-solving skills.  

We would also like to say a big goodbye to Miss Aun. We will 

miss her kindness, humour and wonderful personality, and 

thank her for everything she has done for Year 5 and the wider 

school community. 
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Reception 87% 

Year 1 99% 

Year 2 99% 

Year 3 89% 

Year 4 98% 

Year 5 96% 

Year 6 94% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 08/05/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  94.48 % 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 
 

May 

11th—FODS Summer Fete Meeting 

12th—13th—Y4 Hawse End 

11th—14th—Year 6 SATs 

16th—Summer Fete 

19th—KS1 Sports Day 1:30pm 

20th—KS2 Sports Day 1:30pm 

21st—Class Photos 

22nd—Break up for Half Term 1:30pm 

22nd—Staff Professional Development Afternoon 
 

June 

1st — Back to School 

1st—12th Y4 Multiplication Tests 

3rd—KS1 Village Run 

4th—KS2 Village Run  

8th—12th—Y1 Phonics Screening 

18th—Y1/2 trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

19th—Colour Run 

26th—Green Foodbank Day 

30th—Y6 Transition Day 
 

July 

1st—Y6 Transition Day 

1st—Half Day 1:30pm—Staff CPD 

2nd—Y5/6 Show at Netherhall 

3rd—Y3 trip to Tullie House and Carlisle Castle 

4th—FODS Sponsored Walk 

6th—Reception trip to Stockwood 

8th—10th—Y5/6 Robinwood 

13th—Reports issued to parents 

15th—Transition Morning 

16th—Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

17th—Break up at 1:30pm 

 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart 190 251 147 
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