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 Friday, 1st May 2026 

Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 3 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Mini Marathon Success! 

A huge well done to all of our pupils who took part in the Mini 

Marathon Challenge! Every child showed fantastic determination 

and perseverance as they completed an impressive two miles, 

running laps around the school field. It was especially lovely to see 

younger and older children working together, supporting and 

encouraging each other every step of the way. 

In assembly, we also took time to celebrate this achievement by 

looking at the marathon trophy and learning about the origins of 

marathon running. Pupils discovered the history behind this famous 

race and what makes it such a special sporting tradition. 

We are incredibly proud of everyone who took part—what an 

amazing effort from all involved! 

School closed 4th May—Bank Holiday Monday 
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Year 5 

We wish Archie good luck with 

his incredible challenge of 

climbing Scafell Pike, England's 

tallest mountain tomorrow.  

He is raising funds for a play 

tower for Dearham Primary 

School. If you  would like to 

support him, follow this link... 

Archie's Scafell Pike Climb | 
SuperKind 

175 188 146 

House Points 

https://superkind.org/fundraiser/scafell-pike-climb-for-friends-of-dearham-school
https://superkind.org/fundraiser/scafell-pike-climb-for-friends-of-dearham-school
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We are collecting the following items for our pre-loved and 

tombola stalls at the Summer Fete. 

If you have any of the following, that you no longer want or use, 

please send them to school, ASAP. They will be collected in the 

school hall. 

• Pre-loved books 

• Pre-loved toys and games 

• Pre-loved uniform 

• Pre-loved dressing up costumes 

• Bric-a-Brac items for the tombola stall (any household objects 

that someone else might like to win such as candles, photo 

frames or anything at all!) 

Friday, 8th May—Class Colour Day 

Children are invited to come to school in their own 

clothes on this day and to bring along a donation in 

their class colour for the Rainbow tombola. 

They can donate anything in that colour—use your 

imagination… 

e.g. RED—a bottle of ketchup, red hair accessories, 

red book,  red pencils etc… 

Class colours: 

Reception and Nursery — YELLOW 

Year 1 and Year 2— BLUE 

Year 3 and Year 4— GREEN 

Year 5 and Year 6 — RED 

 

Children do not need to wear their colour. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Reggie Thompson and Carson Stephenson  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Nora Rooney and Lily Grimble  

This week in Reception, our Under the Sea theme took an 

exciting turn as we explored pirates! We enjoyed reading the 

story The Night Pirate, which inspired lots of wonderful 

learning. The children have been busy labelling a pirate and 

creating their own wanted posters, using descriptive 

language to describe what their pirate looked like. 

 

In Maths, we have been focusing on numbers to 20. We 

played lots of fun games to help with number recognition, 

including putting the correct amount of treasure into 

treasure chests and ordering numbered boats. 

In Phonics and Writing, the children looked carefully at pirate 

boats, writing down what they could see. They also practised 

writing CVCC words by identifying sea creatures on the 

“word wave”. 

 

For Creative activities, the children coloured their own 

parrots and used real feathers to make them look more 

realistic. The finished results were fantastic! 

This week the children in Nursery have been enjoying the 

classic story "The Little Red Hen." Through this much-loved 

tale, we talked about helping our friends, taking 

responsibility, trying our best, not giving up, and sharing. 

During circle time we learned how to make a split-pin 

windmill. The weather was perfect, sunny and windy, so we 

gathered up all the materials we needed and made our own 

windmills outside. 

In maths we looked at the map of the route the little red hen 

took. We looked at symbols on a variety of maps. Then we 

drew our own giant farm map ensuring we remembered the 

field, windmill, pond and farmhouse. 

In phonics our picture card was "volcano" which has the 

initial sound "v" like in "van," "vegetables," and "vet." 

We also completed the mini-marathon challenge having 

walked or ran 15 laps of the ginormous school field during 

the month of April. An amazing achievement for such little 

legs! 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Ellie Ross and Hannah Farmer  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Evelyn Clark and Iyla-Beau Park 

In English, we started our new class book The Boy Who Sailed 

the World. We explored a mystery bag with objects like 

binoculars, walking shoes, compasses, cameras, rucksacks and 

a map, and discussed who might use them. We examined the 

front cover, read the blurb and made predictions about the 

story. Everyone is excited to discover the adventures ahead. 

In Maths, we have been learning about arrays. The children 

identified rows and columns, counted them, and used counting 

in 2s, 5s and 10s to find totals. 

In Science, we walked around the school grounds looking for 

different plants, finding both garden and wild varieties. The 

children identified and carefully drew what they observed. In 

History, we learned about past and present explorers and the 

places they discovered, sharing ideas and new facts. 

In Music, we sang songs and practised keeping a steady pulse. 

In Art, the children used ribbons to create plaits, showing 

perseverance and producing lovely work. 

In English this week we began our new book 'How to hide 

a Lion'. The children wrote a variety of sentences such as 

exclamations, questions and statements linking to the 

story. They also explored the thoughts and feelings the 

main character would have during a key part of our story 

and planned the setting. In Maths, we practiced measuring 

in millilitres and litres. We also used the four operations to 

solve number problems with volume and capacity and had 

an introduction to temperature and measuring in degrees.  

In Science, we learned to describe how materials can be 

reused and understand how the 3Rs (reduce, reuse, 

recycle) contribute to sustainable products. The children 

designed and labelled their own products made from 

recycled and reused products. In Geography, we learned to 

identify the physical features of the coast based on our 

research of the Jurassic Coast. In Art, we explored maps 

can be imaginative or symbolic and that artists draw on 

their own experiences about special places and journeys in 

their own lives. The children thought of important places 

in their life and drew them on their own map which 

symbolised them.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Piper Rumney and Paddy Pattinson 

This week in English, we continued exploring The Lost 

Thing short film. The children have been using it as 

inspiration to write their own descriptive paragraphs, 

focusing on fronted adverbials, adjectives, adverbs and 

prepositions. They’ve generated some brilliant ideas and 

have been working hard to include these features 

effectively in their writing. 

In Maths, we have been learning about decimals, 

particularly how tenths and hundredths can be represented 

as fractions and converted into decimal form. The children 

used place value counters to build numbers and placed 

decimals accurately on number lines. 

Our Geography lessons took us on a journey around the 

world as we investigated the longest rivers on each 

continent. Using atlases, the children located these rivers 

and then labelled them on a world map. They showed 

excellent map‑reading skills and enjoyed discovering new 

places and landmarks. 

In R.E., we explored the origins of the Bible. The children 

learned about when it began, the key events that shaped its 

creation, and about different stories. 

In English, we have begun our new book The Egyptian 

Cinderella. The children enjoyed listening to the story and 

comparing it to the traditional version, identifying 

similarities and differences and sharing their views. They 

also explored key SPaG features, such as time adverbials 

and similes. 

In Science, we have been learning about magnetism. The 

children investigated different magnets and materials, 

writing their own methods before testing which items were 

magnetic. They showed curiosity, careful observation and 

strong investigative skills. 

In Design and Technology, the children started building 

their own castles using recyclable materials. They focused 

on creating strong structures and adding decorative 

features. Next week, they will paint and evaluate their 

finished designs. 

In Mathematics, we explored perimeter. The children 

learned it is the distance around a shape and practised 

measuring and adding sides. 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Sophie Copeland and Hunter Campbell 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Lacey-Jo Wilkinson and Scarlett Chilton 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Charlie Ross and Oliver McManus 

This week Year 5 visited Beck Botts to take part in the Great UK 

Water Blitz, where pupils worked as real scientists investigating 

plants, animals and water quality in the local environment. They 

observed a range of plants, explored life cycles (including how 

dandelions spread their seeds), learned about local wildlife such 

as the Eurasian wren and common chaffinch, and discussed how 

habitats are interconnected. Pupils carefully collected a stream 

water sample and later analysed it back at school, testing for 

nitrates, phosphates and pH, with results indicating the stream 

was fairly clean and able to support wildlife. 

Alongside this enriching fieldwork, the class built skills across the 

curriculum: in maths they ordered, compared and rounded 

decimals and began learning about percentages; in English they 

developed speech writing through sentence stacking lessons; in 

science they studied the life cycle of a mammal; in geography 

they explored deserts and their physical features; in computing 

they practised coding and in PSHE they discussed online 

friendships! A busy and fascinating week! 

This week in Year 6, we have been developing our data-handling 

skills by learning how to interpret and construct pie charts. We 

focused on key Year 6 objectives such as calculating angles, 

understanding proportions, and presenting data clearly and 

accurately. We have also continued working towards our 

upcoming tests, bringing together all the strategies and 

knowledge we’ve built over the year. The children should feel 

very proud of the progress they are making. 

We also took part in the Mini Marathon, completing an 

impressive 15 laps. The class showed brilliant determination 

and teamwork, and we were all very proud of their effort. The 

sunshine this week has been a welcome bonus, giving us the 

chance to enjoy some well-earned outdoor time together. 

In art, we continued our sculpture work by painting our clay 

models and adding finer details. The children have really 

enjoyed bringing their ideas to life and expressing themselves 

through 3D art. 

Saturday 

16th May 2026 

All Year 6 children are 

invited to attend the 

Summer Fete to help run the 

games and activities. 

The day will run 12pm-4pm. 

If all children could spare 

one hour to help that would 

be great. 
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Reception 90% 

Year 1 92% 

Year 2 99% 

Year 3 88% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 95% 

Year 6 92% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 01/05/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  93.31% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 
 

May 

4th—Bank Holiday 

8th—Class Colour Tombola Day 

12th—13th—Y4 Hawse End 

11th—14th—Year 6 SATs 

16th—Summer Fete 

19th—KS1 Sports Day 1:30pm 

20th—KS2 Sports Day 1:30pm 

21st—Class Photos 

22nd—Break up for Half Term 1:30pm 

22nd—Staff Professional Development Afternoon 
 

June 

1st — Back to School 

1st—12th Y4 Multiplication Tests 

3rd—KS1 Village Run 

4th—KS2 Village Run  

8th—12th—Y1 Phonics Screening 

18th—Y1/2 trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

19th—Colour Run 

26th—Green Foodbank Day 

30th—Y6 Transition Day 
 

July 

1st—Y6 Transition Day 

1st—Half Day 1:30pm—Staff CPD 

2nd—Y5/6 Show at Netherhall 

4th—FODS Sponsored Walk 

6th—Reception trip to Stockwood 

8th—10th—Y5/6 Robinwood 

13th—Reports issued to parents 

15th—Transition Morning 

16th—Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

17th—Break up at 1:30pm 

 

Y3 Trip to Tullie House—Egyptian Workshop—Date TBC 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart 
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