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 Friday, 24th April 2026 

Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 2 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

World Earth Day 2026  

Wednesday was World Earth Day and all across the school we 

engaged in a range of activities which raised awareness of the 

need to look after our planet and how we could do this. Activities 

included looking at carbon footprints, making eco promises, 

writing poems, creating posters and planting in our forest area. 

B&Q generously donated £50 worth of plants to Dearham Primary 

School and Years 5 and 1 enthusiastically made sure that these 

were happy in their new home. One key message was that we can 

all make a difference by making small changes and that we should 

try to make every day World Earth Day. 
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We are collecting the following items for our pre-loved and 

tombola stalls at the Summer Fete. 

If you have any of the following, that you no longer want or use, 

please send them to school, from Monday, 27th April. 

• Pre-loved books 

• Pre-loved toys and games 

• Pre-loved uniform 

• Pre-loved dressing up costumes 

• Bric-a-Brac items for the tombola stall (any household objects 

that someone else might like to 

win such as candles, photo 

frames or anything at all!) 

Monday, 8th May—Class Colour Day 

Children are invited to come to school in their own 

clothes on this day and to bring along a donation in 

their class colour for the Rainbow tombola. 

They can donate anything in that colour—use your 

imagination… 

e.g. RED—a bottle of ketchup, red hair accessories, 

red book,  red pencils etc… 

Class colours: 

Reception and Nursery — YELLOW 

Year 1 and Year 2— BLUE 

Year 3 and Year 4— GREEN 

Year 5 and Year 6 — RED 

Parent and Carers Survey 

If you haven’t already done so, please take the 

opportunity to share your feedback via the Parent 

Survey. You can follow the link in the email sent 

yesterday until Thursday, 30th April. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Libby Bell and Nellie Williams  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Ollie Ireland and Henry Blacklock  

This week our learning focused on the classic story The Three 

Little Pigs. The children enjoyed listening to the story, joining 

in with repeated phrases, and exploring themes of friendship, 

problem solving, and perseverance through hands-on 

activities. 

We have been impressed with the children’s imaginative and 

creative play. Highlights included making pig masks and wolf 

faces, building houses using straw (paper), sticks, and bricks 

(blocks), creating paintings and collages inspired by the three 

houses, and enjoying puppetry and role play in our Three Little 

Pigs small world area. 

On Wednesday we celebrated Earth Day 2026. Volunteers 

completed a litter pick around the school grounds, sorted 

items into recycling and rubbish, and washed their hands 

thoroughly. We also collected natural materials during a 

scavenger hunt to create Earth collages, discussing the 

importance of caring for our world. 

This week, we enjoyed reading the story The Rainbow Fish, 

using it to help us think of descriptive words to describe the 

main character. The children also explored different sea 

creatures, carefully observing them and writing simple 

sentences about what they could see.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on counting beyond 10 and 

exploring strategies to help us when counting larger numbers. 

The children practised these skills by counting under‑the‑sea 

creatures and finding totals by adding them together. 

As part of our creative and fine motor skills activities, the 

children have been making under‑the‑sea creatures using 

cubes. They also used tweezers to place pom‑poms onto the 

creatures, helping to develop their hand strength and 

coordination. 

In addition, we have been very active this week by walking 

laps around the field as part of the Joe Wicks Mini Marathon. 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed this experience, 

especially when walking alongside Year 5. 

Well done, Reception, for a fantastic week of learning and 

teamwork! 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Archie Smyth and Alfie Burns  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Zania Adams and Emilie Manchester 

This week in English, we rewrote our class story Mrs Mole, I’m 

Home. The children worked hard to remember the main parts of 

the story, creating storyboards with pictures to help them retell 

events in order. In Maths, we practised counting in 10s and 5s, 

with growing confidence in grouping objects and recognising 

number patterns. Well done, everyone! 

We joined Year 5 for an exciting Science lesson in the school 

forest, where we planted plants kindly donated by B&Q – thank 

you! The children learned to identify plant parts, including roots, 

stems, leaves, and flowers, and later drew and labelled their 

own plants in class. 

In RE, we discussed why babies are special in Islamic culture, 

with thoughtful listening and respectful sharing of ideas. In Art, 

we returned to the forest to practise wool wrapping, creating 

colourful patterns on sticks and showing great concentration 

and creativity. 

In English this week, we continued working on The Tear Thief. 

The children wrote an engaging setting description from the 

story, using their five senses to create descriptive expanded 

noun phrases and similes. They also worked collaboratively to 

plan and write clear instructions explaining how the Tear Thief 

powers the moon’s light. 

In Maths, the children explored mass, capacity, and 

temperature. They learned to compare mass, measure in 

grams and kilograms, and began comparing volume and 

capacity, using vocabulary such as heavier, lighter, greater and 

less than. 

In Geography, we used Google Earth to locate and label 

significant UK coastlines, comparing coastal features with 

those found in Cumbria. In Art, the children developed their 

work into a 3D piece by layering materials, inspired by artist 

Emma Johnson. 

We ended the week by enjoying the sunshine and taking part 

in Dearham’s Mini Marathon. Well done, everyone! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNER-

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

George Ferguson and Evie Christopherson-Tew 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Knox Hodgson and Paizlie Lawson 

This week in English, the children have been exploring fronted 

adverbials and how they can be used to describe when, 

where and how something happens. They have been applying 

these skills in their writing based on ‘The Lost Thing’. 

In Maths, we have begun our new unit on decimals. The 

children have been learning that one tenth (1/10) is equivalent 

to 0.1, and they have been representing decimals using place 

value charts and number lines.  

Our Geography focus this week has been rivers. The children 

learned about the five longest rivers in the UK, located them 

on a map, and identified the regions they flow through. 

On Wednesday, we celebrated World Earth Day. The children 

created informative pieces about how we can look after our 

planet, sharing thoughtful ideas and solutions. Two children 

also wrote a lovely poem about our planet Earth, which the 

class enjoyed hearing. 

In D&T, the children have been designing their own wooden 

pavilions. They explored different structures and design ideas 

before creating their own plans. Each child chose a theme for 

their pavilion and based their design around their concept. 

 

We’ve had a fantastic week enjoying the sunshine and 

making the most of our learning! In D.T., we launched our 

exciting new topic on castles. The children learned about the 

different features of castles and enjoyed identifying these 

across a range of types, including fairytale castles, bouncy 

castles, and sandcastles. They have begun planning their own 

castle designs, creating design criteria, labelling their ideas, 

and considering suitable materials. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on converting equivalent 

lengths between centimetres, metres, and millimetres. The 

children have shown great enthusiasm and growing 

confidence throughout this unit. 

In Science, we investigated friction and magnets. The children 

planned their own investigations, made predictions, and 

recorded results and conclusions. A highlight was exploring 

how different surfaces affect friction by rolling a ball and 

measuring the distance travelled. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Jack Gibson and Stacie Nasadiuk 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Marlo Henderson and Poppy Hindmoor 

This week in Year 6, we have been busy deepening our 

understanding across a range of subjects. In maths, we 

explored area and perimeter, including how to calculate 

the area of any triangle, before moving on to finding the 

volume of cuboids using the correct formulas. 

In art, the children created their own clay models linked 

to our topic on how art can explore the concept of self. 

Each pupil chose something meaningful to them and 

used it as inspiration to express their identity through 

sculpture and 3D form. 

On Wednesday, as part of our World Earth Day learning, 

we investigated the greenhouse effect and what it 

means for our planet. We also explored the idea of a 

carbon footprint and discussed how small everyday 

changes can help reduce our impact on the 

environment. The children each made a personal pledge 

and created informative posters to encourage others to 

make positive changes too. 

We have had a lovely week in Year 5! In Maths, we 

developed our understanding of thousandths through 

fractions, decimals, place value, and comparing decimals. 

In English, we began sentence stacking lessons, focusing 

on effective speech writing, punctuation, and vocabulary. 

In Science, we continued learning about living things, 

with a focus on life cycles and reproduction. In 

Geography, we carried on our enquiry, “Would you like to 

live in the desert?” 

On Tuesday, we supported our Reception children during 

their mini marathon. On Thursday, we marked World 

Earth Day in the Forest School by planting and learning 

about caring for the environment. The children enjoyed 

developing our forest area with plants kindly donated by 

B&Q, linking perfectly to our Science learning about life 

cycles and biodiversity.  
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Reception 96% 

Year 1 92% 

Year 2 98% 

Year 3 92% 

Year 4 99% 

Year 5 93% 

Year 6 90% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 24/04/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  94.62% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

April 

27th—Y5 to Beck Botts 

27th—Reception and Y1 Dental Checks 
 

May 

4th—Bank Holiday 

8th—Class Colour Tombola Day 

12th—13th—Y4 Hawse End 

11th—14th—Year 6 SATs 

16th—Summer Fete 

19th—KS1 Sports Day 1:30pm 

20th—KS2 Sports Day 1:30pm 

21st—Class Photos 

22nd—Break up for Half Term 1:30pm 

22nd—Staff Professional Development Afternoon 
 

June 

1st — Back to School 

1st—12th Y4 Multiplication Tests 

3rd—KS1 Village Run 

4th—KS2 Village Run  

8th—12th—Y1 Phonics Screening 

18th—Y1/2 trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

19th—Colour Run 

26th—Green Foodbank Day 

30th—Y6 Transition Day 
 

July 

1st—Y6 Transition Day 

1st—Half Day 1:30pm—Staff CPD 

2nd—Y5/6 Show at Netherhall 

4th—FODS Sponsored Walk 

6th—Reception trip to Stockwood 

8th—10th—Y5/6 Robinwood 

13th—Reports issued to parents 

15th—Transition Morning 

16th—Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

17th—Break up at 1:30pm 

 

Y3 Trip to Tullie House—Egyptian Workshop—Date TBC 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart 
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Car Seat Safety: What Every Parent Should Know 
 
Our main priority at Dearham Primary School is to keep 
everybody safe and a concern regarding car safety has been 
brought to my attention. 

Keeping children safe in the car is vital. Please ensure your 
child is always using the correct car seat for their height and 
weight, fitted according to the manufacturer’s instructions. In 
the UK, children must use a suitable car seat until they are 12 
years old or 135cm tall, whichever comes first. 

Rear-facing is up to 5× safer 
Rear-facing seats support the head, neck and spine, spreading 
crash forces across the whole body and reducing risk of 
serious injury. 
 
The Survival Gap (Forward-Facing Risk) 
Forward-facing children need around 55cm of space from their nose to the seat in front to avoid head 
impact in a crash. Most cars do not provide this, increasing injury risk. 
 
How long should children rear-face? 
Legal minimum: 15 months 
Best practice: 4–5 years or until seat limits are reached. 
 
Front Seat & Airbag Warning 
Airbags deploy at very high speed and are designed for adults. Children in boosters sit closer to the 
airbag, increasing risk of serious head, neck and chest injuries. 
 
Safest option: Keep children in the rear seats whenever possible. 
 
Quick Safety Checklist 
• Rear-face as long as possible 
• Keep children in the back seat 
• Never use rear-facing in front seat with active airbag (you can safely deactivate if car manual allows) 
• Delay moving to a high back booster 

Child car seats—The Law 

https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules
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