Newsletter

Friday, 27th February 2026 Term 2 Week 7

World Book Day Costumes

| would like to extend a huge thank you to FODS for organising
today’s wonderful Preloved Book Day Costume stall. The event was
a great success, giving families the chance to reuse, recycle, and
refresh costumes ahead of next week’s celebrations.

A reminder that all children are invited to come to school dressed
as a book character next Thursday. We can’t wait to see the
creativity and imagination on display! There will also be an
opportunity for you to read in class with your child, from 8:45am.

If your child still needs a costume, there are plenty of options
remaining. Please feel free to pop by the main office over the
coming days to choose one—All costumes are FREE!

Thank you once again to FODS for their hard work and to all

families for supporting this fun and eco-friendly initiative.
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The Most Exciting Game

We were excited to welcome Workington Town Rugby

League player Zarrin Galea to school this morning for
our assembly. He talked to us about his career and
achievements but also about the skills and values,
such as respect, discipline and teamwork, that this has
instilled in him.

All children will receive the following, to encourage
them to follow Working Town RLFC:

e afree season ticket
e season fixtures list

PARTNERSHIP
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WEDNESDAYI 18 MARCH | 6PM

Dearham School Hall - All Welcome

l-'AMII.Y FUN BING N
. WITHA CHOCO-LOT
OF PRIZES

£5 adult - £3 child

Tickets include a bingo
booklet, tea or coffee
and a sweet treat

To book tickets email: ”

FODSTeam@outlook.com

tFrlends Ot
70 D@orhom Sfﬁ)l

All children must be accompanied by a responsible aduit. 4
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This week in nursery we’ve been learning about Chinese New
Year, one of the most colourful and important celebrations in
Chinese culture. As 2026 is the Year of the Horse, the
children explored what this zodiac animal represents,
including qualities like kindness, helpfulness, confidence and
curiosity.

The children enjoyed showing these qualities while making
lucky money pouches, colourful paper dragons and trying
chopstick challenges. We also explored colours through
rainbow-themed stories, songs and activities, with a favourite
being mixing primary-coloured paints with shaving foam to
create rainbow effects.

In phonics we learned the new sound “u” for umbrella, up
and under. In maths, the children practised counting,
ordering, sequencing and matching numbers 1-5 using
Chinese New Year resources and enjoyed forming the

numerals independently throughout provision. )
This week’s Headteacher’s Awards go to:

’M‘ Hunter Long and Molly Hanson
s ‘

Our learning has been full of stories, pancakes, creativity and
hands-on challenges. This week we have been focusing on the
story Mr Wolf’s Pancakes. The children have enjoyed: Drawing Mr ;
Wolf and adding lots of wonderful detail, writing sentences to 2 3

describe him and exploring the settings in the story and using :
descriptive language to talk about what they could see. Their ‘
-
Pancake Face Cut Out

confidence in using sentences and vocabulary is really growing! In
Maths, we have been learning about number bonds and how
numbers fit together. The children explored how to make 5.

e

We linked all of our Maths challenges to Pancake Day, which (. :,\ ‘
added even more fun to our learning: Making pancake orders “
using the correct number of ingredients, counting characters from
Mr Wolf's Pancakes and matching them to tens frames and to
help our Fine motor skills we have been cutting out numbers to
match the right number of pancakes In Phonics, our pancake
theme continued!

In Art, the children created pancake fruit faces, and they look
fantastic!

We have also begun learning about lifecycles. This week, the
children explored the lifecycle of a chicken and enjoyed ordering
each stage from egg to hen. Well done Reception.

Evie Short and Leo Dickinson
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This week, we stepped into the shoes of Syd from our class
book. The children wrote letters home using wonderful
descriptive language to share the exciting jungle adventures
Syd and Grandad experienced. Their imagination and detail
were fantastic!

In Maths, we consolidated our addition and subtraction skills.
The children tackled tricky questions and solved word

problems with growing confidence and perseverance.

We began our new Science topic on animal groups, learning
about the five main groups and sorting animal figures into the
correct tubs. Amphibians were definitely the favourite!

In Geography, we explored maps of the UK. The children
identified the four countries and started learning their capital

cities—becoming brilliant young geographers already.

Our PSHE lessons focused on staying safe at home, discussing  This week’s Headteacher's Awards in Year 1 go to:

household appliances and how to use them safely.

Yaar 2

What a fantastic week it has been in Year 2! In Maths, the

Tommy Chamberlain and Ellie Ross

children have been practising grouping and exploring how this

links to their multiplication facts. They worked brilliantly in

teams, using practical equipment to show equal groups and

2ealpe —
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starting to spot the multiplication patterns behind their work.

In English, the children were captivated by the story of Amelia
Earhart. They were amazed to discover that she was the first
woman to fly across the Atlantic, and they enjoyed discussing

her bravery, determination, and love of adventure.

Our Science lessons focused on life cycles. The class learned
the names of different baby animals and explored how they
grow and change. They were especially fascinated by bats and

had lots of questions about their pups. Another favourite
moment was finding out how cockroaches live in their dung—
cue plenty of gasps and giggles!

One of the highlights of the week was definitely learning The

. ] This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to:
Banana Song with Mr Spencer! The children threw themselves

into the actions and rhythm. Well done, Year 2! Callan Shields and Hunter Blaylock

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP



Lower Key Stage 2 News Page 5

Y:—;ar3

This week, we have started our new Cricket unit in PE.
The children took part in a variety of fun games and
activities and practised their bowling skills. They did a
fantastic job listening carefully to instructions and
participating enthusiastically in all of the activities.

We also enjoyed a fabulous poetry workshop inspired
by William Wordsworth. The children created their own
snowy scene descriptions using interesting adjectives,
alliteration and onomatopoeia,

producing some

wonderfully imaginative writing.

In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply 2-digit
numbers by 1-digit numbers. The children worked hard
to apply their calculation strategies and showed great
focus during lessons.

We have also made some lovely progress with our show
this week. The children have been practising their songs
and lines, and they had great fun exploring and trying
on different costumes from our props store!

Y:—;Qr 4

This week in maths, the children have been exploring
perimeter, focusing especially on rectangles. They have
practised identifying each side’s length, using known
information to work out missing lengths, and adding all the
sides to calculate the perimeter of different shapes. The
children have shown great perseverance, especially when

finding lengths that weren’t given directly.

In English, we have begun studying the poem The River by
Valerie Bloom. The children have enjoyed exploring the
imagery and rhythm, noticing how each verse describes the
river differently. To deepen their understanding, we also
looked at the journey of a real river—from its source, along
its winding path, to the mouth where it meets the sea—
which helped them visualise the poem and link it to real
geographical features.

In Year 4 we have spent our afternoons rehearsing for our
upcoming performance of Hoodwinked. The children now
know their lines securely, and the songs are sounding
brilliant, complete with expressive actions and some excellent
dance moves. They have worked incredibly hard to bring
energy, teamwork, and creativity to each rehearsal.

EXCELLENCE |
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to:

Lyra Simpson and Maggie Lawson

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 4 go to:

Skyler Baliff and Elliott Tubman

| PARTNERSHIP



Year 5

This week was full of exciting learning across all subjects.

In English, Year 5 enjoyed a special visit from Trish from
Wordsworth  Cumbria, who spoke about William
Wordsworth’s life, inspirations and works. We read and
discussed Address to a Child and St Paul’s in the Snow and
created winter-themed artwork decorated with synonymes,
similes, metaphors and personification, which the class
then used to inspire their own winter poems.

In Maths, we developed our division skills by working on
short division, dividing 4-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers,
comparing efficient strategies and solving real-life
multiplication and division problems.

n Science we explored how Earth’s rotation causes day and
night, while in History we considered whether the Vikings
were raiders, traders or just invaders!

In French we continued building vocabulary in our “Chez
Moi” unit.

v This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 5 go to: : 5
Harrison White and Jonty Falcon \ -} :
-

In maths this week, we have been developing our
understanding of finding percentages of any amount. We
focused on wusing 10%, 25%, 50% and 1% as helpful
benchmarks, allowing us to tackle more challenging reasoning
and problem-solving questions with confidence.

In SPAG, we explored how to use semicolons effectively—both
to separate two main clauses and to organise more complex §
lists. In reading, we challenged ourselves with impression
questions, working hard to find evidence in the text to support
our ideas.

Our RE lessons have centred on the importance of being
physically present during significant experiences. We learned
about the significance of Jerusalem for Christians, Jewish §
people, and Muslims, and explored sacred places within each
religion. This helped us reflect on how being there in person
can create a sense of community and deepen the experience.

=
In Music, we enjoyed discovering how an orchestra is /a‘
structured. We learned about the different families of This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to:
instruments and how each one plays a vital role in creating the

i o ) ) Jessie Nixon-Ferguson and Henry Smith
rich variations we hear in orchestral music.
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Key Dates g i Attendance C
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March '

4th—FODS Meeting—all welcome 6:00pm Attendance for week ending 27/02/2026

4th—Mixed Football at Netherhall (Please note that Nursery is not included as

this is non-statutory education)
5th—World Book Day

— 0,
11th/12th—Parent Teacher Meetings Whole School Attendance = 94.8%

16th—PPDC afternoon 1:30pm Pick up

18th—Chocolate Bingo (FODS) 6pm Year 1

19th—Hoodwinked—Y3/4 Show

25th—World Maths Day

27th—Easter Extravaganza Afternoon Year 3 91%
27th—Break up at 3:15pm _
Year 5 920%
Year 6 94%

Cups

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are:

p @ Arbor
i

We have recently changed our Management
LKS2—Archer Hetherington Information System from Scholar Pack to
Arbor. This provides us with an app facility,
whereby you can receive messages. | would like
to ask you all to download this app as this is
what we are going to use to communicate with
parents with, instead of texts. Texts cost the
school money and communication via this app
will be free.

Key Stage 1— Alfie Burns

UKS2— Tommy Cosgrove

Safeguarding

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at ) o
Click this link to download the app:

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the Dearham Primary School URL

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:

0333 2401727 Useful Information @
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated Dearham Primary School
Safeguarding team are: Dearham

Maryport
Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny Cumbria
DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny ° i\k ‘s::f’:;:;';';:g CA15 7HR

Children Partnership
DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 01900 812 518
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https://dearham-primary-school.uk.arbor.education/

