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 Friday, 13th March 2026 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 9 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Y5 Trip to Theatre by the Lake 

On Wednesday, Year 5 enjoyed a cultural trip to Keswick for the 

opening of the Words by the Water festival at Theatre by the Lake. 

They heard from Sophie Anderson, who shared how Slavic fairy 

tales from her grandmother inspire her stories and how her varied 

career eventually led her to writing. The children were fascinated, 

and we chose her book The House with Chicken Legs as our next 

class novel. 

She then spoke about the writing process and the persistence 

needed to become published, explaining that Varjak Paw went 

through 17 drafts. His message about redrafting and 

determination really inspired the children. 

Afterwards, we walked to Bassenthwaite Lake for lunch, where the 

children enjoyed games, skimming stones and taking in the 

scenery. On the walk back through Keswick, they observed how 

tourism and services shape the town before ending the day 

playing in the park. 
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Our Year 3 and 4 pupils are 

looking forward to 

welcoming you to their 

Spring Term show —

’Hoodwinked’ on Thursday, 

19th March at 4pm. 

There are a few extra 

tickets left. Please contact 

the main office if you would 

like any more. 
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Friday, 20th March 2026—Red Nose Day and World Down Syndrome Day 

Next Friday we shall be raising money for Comic Relief and raising awareness of Down 

Syndrome. 

For Comic Relief, we shall be selling the new noses. These are ‘Design-Yer-Nose’ this 

year and the children will be able to draw their own design on them. They will be on 

sale in the school office for £2.50 each from Tuesday. They will be limited to one per 

child in the first instance. 

For World Down Syndrome Day, on Friday, we 

shall be planting sunflowers and wearing odd socks, to recognise that we are all 

different. It’s our way of saying, “Listen up, the Down syndrome community has 

something to say!”  

So on Friday, 20th March: wear your red nose and wear your boldest and brightest, most eye-catching socks.  

REMINDER—Half Day on Monday, 16th March 

All children will need to be collected from school at 

1:30pm on Monday, 16th March 2026. This will be 

the next PPDC Staff Professional Development 

afternoon. Year 6 will be able to walk home 

independently if they have permission to do so. 

Parking 

We have been contacted by neighbours on Saint Mungo’s Close 

who have expressed their frustration around the parking at the 

end of the day. They report that drivers are leaving their 

engines running when they are waiting for their children. This is 

causing both noise and air pollution. Please make full use of our 

parking facilities at school and switch off as you wait.  

Thank you for registering for an Arbor 

account. For your convenience, please 

download the app so that you don’t 

miss any messages. 

Year 5 Assembly Presentation 

Thank you to Year 5 for sharing their science 

investigations with us during our assembly this morning. 

Through an interactive presentation, they told us all 

about floating and sinking, explaining that a ball of mud 

which sinks can be made to float by changing its shape. 
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Next Wednesday 

Last chance for tickets—Don’t miss out… 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Brody Lawrence and Teddy Park  

This week we have been enjoying Sam Plants a Sunflower. 

The children explored the setting and wrote sentences about 

it, confidently sounding out words and using their digraph 

mats. 

All our challenges linked to sunflowers as we prepare for 

Down Syndrome Day on 21st March—a charity very close to 

our hearts. This year schools have been asked to plant 

sunflowers, so we planted seeds in cups to keep them warm 

before moving them to the Reception garden. The children 

loved being little gardeners! 

In maths, we focused on the stem sentences “5 is more 

than…” and “… is more than …”, using the Numberblocks 

song to help compare amounts. 

We also looked closely at a flower and learned to label its 

parts. Alongside this, the children enjoyed spring‑themed 

activities, including writing about spring pictures, measuring 

daffodils, ordering flowers by size and counting eggs for 

nests. 

It has been a wonderfully busy and creative week—well 

done, Reception! 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Archie Williams and Lily Grimble  

Our topic this week was kindness. During circle time we talked 

about what kindness looks and feels like, and the small ways 

we can show it each day. The children shared kind words, 

helped friends during play and practised gentle, thoughtful 

actions, linking this to our school values. 

In maths, we enjoyed repeated‑action songs like If You’re 

Happy and You Know It and worked on simple sequencing 

using picture prompts to talk about “now” and “next.” 

Our nursery rhyme of the week was Wind the Bobbin Up, and 

many children can now sing it on their own. 

In phonics, our picture card was helicopter, and we played 

“Bertha the Bus,” spotting animals beginning with h such as 

hare, hedgehog, horse and hyena. 

The children have also been preparing special Mother’s Day 

surprises, talking about the important women in their lives 

and how to show appreciation through kindness. We hope you 

enjoy the lovely handmade crafts the children have put so 

much thought and care into.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Alfie Dickinson and Regan McAllister 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Imogen Horner and Archie Blacklock  

This week in English we explored past and present tense, 

focusing on how adding -ed and -ing changes root words. We 

also began our new class story, Hibernation Hotel, and the 

children made excellent predictions. 

In Maths, we worked on partitioning numbers into tens and 

ones, and the children can now confidently explain number 

composition up to 50. 

In Science, we compared animals, labelled body parts and 

discussed differences between mammals, fish and reptiles, using 

great scientific vocabulary. In Geography, we learned the four 

compass points and used them to locate the countries of the UK 

on a map. 

Our PSHE lessons focused on road safety, and the children 

remembered key tips from last half-term’s workshop. In Music, 

we continued our call-and-response songs, turning some into fun 

classroom games. 

In PE, we practised aiming skills by rolling balls to knock over 

cones—with some very impressive scores! 

In English, the children explored similes and metaphors, 

identifying them in texts and creating their own imaginative 

examples. They then used their new descriptive language skills 

to write non‑chronological reports about different habitats, 

including the desert, savannah and ocean. We were very 

impressed with the facts they included and the wonderful 

vocabulary they used! 

In Maths, the focus was on odd and even numbers. The 

children worked hard to link this to their knowledge of the 2× 

table, noticing that if the ones digit is even, then the whole 

number is even. They enjoyed sorting and spotting patterns 

across two‑digit numbers. 

In History, we continued our topic on the history of flight, 

learning about the inspiring aviator Bessie Coleman. The 

children loved hearing how she overcame challenges to 

become the first African American woman to hold a pilot’s 

licence. 

We’ve had a brilliant week together, and we are all looking 

forward to Miss Taylor returning on Monday! She will be with 

Year 2 every morning for the next two weeks and will return 

full time after the Easter break. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Freddie Hindmoor and Archie Gorley 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Polly Weir and Layla Harrison 

This week in maths, we began our new topic on fractions. 

The children have been learning how to count beyond one 

whole, and they’ve shown great enthusiasm as they 

discovered that when the numerator and denominator are 

the same, the fraction represents one whole. This 

understanding has helped them build confidence as we 

move into more complex fraction work. 

In English, we’ve been studying how rivers move and how 

they twist, turn, and shape the land around them. Using 

these ideas, the children created their own short poem 

about a river. Over the next two weeks, we’ll continue this 

theme by exploring the sounds a river makes and what 

happens as it reaches the sea. These ideas will inspire the 

children to write their own river poems. 

Our D&T project has taken a delicious turn. The children 

have been designing their own biscuit packaging, thinking 

carefully about how to appeal to their chosen audience. 

They have created their own boxes and decorated them 

with creativity and purpose. In the final week of term, we’ll 

be baking biscuits to complete our food-themed D&T unit. 

This week we have been enjoying learning more about the 

Romans. The children have been particularly interested in 

Roman roads and discovered that they were built very 

straight so that soldiers and messages could travel quickly 

across the Roman Empire. We also learned about the Great 

Fire of Rome and discussed what happened during the 

event and how it affected the city. 

In PSHE, we explored the key word influence. The children 

thought carefully about what might influence the choices 

they make in everyday life. We looked at different scenarios 

together and discussed positive ways to respond to them, 

helping the children think about making thoughtful and 

responsible decisions. 

In Art and Design, the class had a lovely time making cards 

for their loved ones. The children put a lot of effort into 

their designs and were very proud of the finished results.  

We also had our play dress rehearsal on Friday. The children 

did a fantastic job practising their lines and songs, and we 

are very excited for the performances next week. We are 

sure it is going to be a great success! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Mykyta Aboimov and Jake Askew 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Alex Cox and Oliver McManus 

We have had another busy and enjoyable week in class with 

lots of different learning opportunities. 

In Science, we took part in British Science Week with an 

investigation exploring how the shape of natural materials 

affects whether they float or sink. The children enjoyed testing 

their ideas and discussing their results!  

We also took part in a Zoom session with children from around 

the UK, where we learned about the religion of Islam. The 

children were fascinated to hear about Ramadan and the 

perseverance and commitment needed to fast during this 

special time. 

On Wednesday, we had a wonderful trip to Words by the 

Water at Theatre by the Lake, where we attended the launch 

of the Cumbrian Young Writers Award. The children’s 

behaviour in the theatre was impeccable, and they were a real 

credit to the school. We listened to award-winning author 

Sophie Anderson, who spoke about her journey to becoming a 

writer. 

This week in Year 6, we have continued our algebra unit by 

exploring forming expressions, substitution, and working with 

formulae. The children have really embraced the challenge and 

shown great enthusiasm for their algebra learning. We have 

also tackled some tricky reasoning questions together to 

strengthen our understanding as we move closer to SATs. 

In SPaG, we have been focusing on fronted adverbials and how 

they can be used to improve sentence openings. The children 

have enjoyed experimenting with different ways to add detail 

and variety to their writing. 

We have also had an exciting week in Art. The children began an 

artist study by choosing an artist who inspires them. They 

researched their chosen artist, explored their style, and began 

planning how they might use these ideas in their own work. This 

independent study has been a real highlight, and the artwork 

developing in their sketchbooks is already very impressive. The 

children will soon be using their research to create final pieces 

painted on canvas. 

It has been a creative and hardworking week in Year 6, and we 

are very proud of the effort and independence the children 

have shown. 
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Reception 98% 

Year 1 98% 

Year 2 96% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 91% 

Year 5 90% 

Year 6 96% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 13/03/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  95.24% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

March 

16th—PPDC afternoon 1:30pm Pick up 

18th—KS2 Easter workshops at church 

18th—Chocolate Bingo (FODS) 6pm 

19th—Hoodwinked—Y3/4 Show—4pm 

20th—Red Nose Day—noses and odd socks 

21st—World Down Syndrome Day 

25th—World Maths Day 

27th—Easter Extravaganza Afternoon 

27th—Break up at 3:15pm 

April 

13th—Term 3 begins 

27th—Reception and Y1 Dental Checks 

May 

4th—Bank Holiday 

11th—12th—Y4 Hawes End 

11th—14th—Year 6 SATs 

16th—Summer Fete 

19th—KS1 Sports Day 1:30pm 

20th—KS2 Sports Day 1:30pm 

21st—Class Photos 

22nd—Break up for Half Term 3:15pm 

 

      Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

If you suspect that a child or young person 

is being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:   

 0333 240 1727 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Jon Stewart 

Cups 

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: 

Early Years— Angel Chinyama 

Key Stage 1— Iyla Boyd 

LKS2— Skyler Baliff 

UKS2— Lucy Penn 
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