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 Friday, 13th February 2026 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 6 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Dearham Dodgeball Success 

On Wednesday, our Year 3 and 4 pupils proudly represented 

Dearham School at the Netherhall Dodgeball Tournament — 

and what a brilliant job they did! 

Throughout the event, the children demonstrated fantastic 

skill, determination, and teamwork. Their achievements on the 

court were impressive, but it was their attitude that truly stood 

out. They encouraged one another, showed respect to all 

teams, and played every match with outstanding 

sportsmanship. 

They were fantastic ambassadors for Dearham, and we are 

incredibly proud of each and every one of them. Well done, 

Team Dearham! 

Who doesn’t love bubbles? Years 1 and 2 certainly 

love the bubble machine at break times. 

Poetry Workshop 

On Thursday Key Stage 2 were lucky to welcome poet 

Louise for a poetry workshop. She performed some of 

her hilarious poems, including Naughty Nana and Park 

Please, which had everyone laughing. The children 

then took part in rhyming and metaphor games 

before writing their own poems about feelings, linking 

beautifully with Children’s Mental Health Week. 
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Internet Safety Day – Tuesday 10th February 

On Tuesday 10th February, the whole school 

took part in Internet Safety Day, an 

important annual event that reminds us how 

to stay safe and responsible online. 

Throughout the day, every class took part in 

age appropriate activities designed to help 

pupils understand how to make smart 

choices when using the internet. 

Children explored topics such as keeping 

personal information private, recognising 

trustworthy websites, knowing what to do if 

something online makes them feel unsure, 

and understanding the importance of 

kindness when communicating digitally. 

Through discussions, games, videos, and 

creative tasks, pupils learned how to enjoy 

the online world while keeping themselves 

safe. 
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Please remember that age limits on apps and social media are set to help keep children safe, and we encourage all families 

to follow these guidelines at home. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Tahnee Holmes and Eloise Wood  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Aurora Grimble and Boden Rumney 

This week Nursery have been exploring the beautiful 

story ‘Guess How Much I Love You’ by Sam McBratney. The 

children have enjoyed listening to the tale of Little Nutbrown 

Hare and Big Nutbrown Hare as they attempt to explain how 

much they love each other. We all agreed that we love our 

special people "right up to the moon and back," too! 

During circle time the children loved talking about their 

families. We have proudly displayed lots of family photo's on 

our classroom families board. 

To celebrate Valentine’s Day, the children took part in a range 

of creative and sensory activities, including creating heart-

themed decorations and making “I love you to the moon and 

back” Valentine’s cards to gift to someone special. 

We enjoyed lots of sensory fun including pink and red sensory 

trays and heart-shaped playdough cutters. 

In phonics our sound was "e" for "elephant, "egg," and 

"envelope." 

This week in Reception we have been celebrating Valentine’s 

Day through lots of lovely learning opportunities. In Literacy, 

we enjoyed reading the story ‘Slug in Love’. The children had 

great fun writing sentences to describe Doug the Slug, using 

their growing confidence with sounding out words. 

In Maths, we explored all the different ways to make 5, using 

the ‘Five Little Speckled Frogs’ song to support our 

understanding. We have also been practising counting objects 

and matching them to the correct numeral, using a 

Valentine’s love‑heart theme to make it extra fun. 

To strengthen our fine motor skills, we decorated hearts with 

beads and created beautiful tissue‑paper hearts. The children 

showed wonderful concentration and creativity in their 

designs. 

In Phonics, we have been segmenting and blending to write 

what we can see, and working hard to spot and use the 

correct digraphs. 

The children also made a special Valentine’s card for their 

parent or carer—we hope you love it as much as they enjoyed 

creating it. 

Wishing you all a lovely, well-deserved week off. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Lucas Adams and Violet Morgan  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Imogen Lister and Robyn Weightman  

Year 2 have enjoyed a wonderful week with Mrs Hall, packed 

with creativity, learning and thoughtful discussions. The 

children worked hard to write their own leaflet all about our 

school, thinking carefully about the information visitors would 

want to know and presenting it clearly and confidently. 

In Art, they had great fun creating eye-catching collages using 

a variety of materials. They explored texture, colour and 

shape, producing vibrant pieces that showed lots of 

imagination. 

Maths lessons continued our work on money, with the 

children practising how to recognise different coins and use 

them to make a range of amounts. Their confidence is growing 

beautifully. 

As part of our wider learning, the class also thought about 

sustainability and considered the different ways they travel to 

school. They discussed how small choices can make a big 

difference to the environment. Well done, Year 2, for another 

brilliant week! 

This week we’ve been working on setting descriptions, and 

the children impressed us with their adjectives describing 

Grandad’s jungle shack. They thought about what they 

could see, hear and feel, and answered VIPERS questions 

with great insight. 

In Maths, we mastered addition using number lines and 

tackled missing‑number problems, before moving on to 

subtraction within 20 using ‘rekenreks’. 

In Science, we explored our senses, describing different 

smells and discussing how professionals—especially 

firefighters—use their senses at work. 

In PSHE, we focused on internet safety, learning why it’s 

important, what to do if something feels wrong, and who to 

talk to. In Music, the children continued practising 

call‑and‑response songs, growing in confidence with 

calling, responding and echoing. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Nevaeh Adams Little and Evie Christopherson-Tew 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

William Wilson and Alice Adams  

This week in maths, we started our new unit on perimeter. The 

children worked hard as we compared kilometres and metres 

and explored when each unit is most appropriate. They also 

measured perimeter using 1cm square grids, carefully counting 

side lengths to find the total distance around different shapes. 

Everyone has made great progress understanding that 

perimeter is the distance around a shape. 

In English, the children have been creating their own holiday 

brochures about Sicily. They learned about Italian food, writing 

vivid descriptions of Sicilian dishes using powerful vocabulary. 

On Friday, they combined their learning to produce persuasive 

brochures, including activities to do in Sicily, the ideal weather, 

and tasty food examples, finishing with a carefully chosen 

picture to enhance their design. 

In P.E., the class completed their football unit with a 

walking‑football match, showing excellent defending, 

intercepting, and striking skills developed over the past weeks. 

This week in English, we have been building a bank of SPaG 

techniques in preparation for writing our persuasive holiday 

brochures. The children explored how writers use features 

such as rhetorical questions and direct address to capture a 

reader’s attention, and they enjoyed creating their own 

imaginative examples to draw the reader in. 

In Maths, we have continued to consolidate our 

understanding of the 8 times table, applying this knowledge 

to a variety of problem‑solving challenges that encouraged 

the children to think logically and use multiplication in 

different contexts. 

Alongside this, we created a Stone Age–inspired colour 

palette in art, which will help prepare us for designing our 

cave drawings in the next lesson. 

We have also devoted time to our play practice. The children 

have shown enthusiasm and teamwork as they rehearsed 

their lines through drama and began learning the songs for 

the performance. Their confidence is growing each day, and 

it has been wonderful to see them express themselves so 

positively. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Stacie Nasadiuk and Poppy Moore 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Leon Spriggs and Lily Varty 

Last week, Year 5 enjoyed a special delivery at Forest School 

— a brand new boat! They showed fantastic teamwork while 

helping to move it into place. The boat has already sparked 

lots of imaginative play and we hope it will become a lovely 

spot for picnics and storytelling in the warmer months. 

This week in Maths, pupils have been working hard on long 

multiplication. They have shown great perseverance while 

learning new methods and building their confidence with 

larger calculations. 

In English, we have begun reading the book Wonder. The 

children wrote a descriptive piece in role as August, the main 

character, showing brilliant empathy and creativity as they 

explored his thoughts and feelings. 

We also took part in a live lesson with explorer Steve 

Backshall, learning all about the Polar Regions. The children 

were fascinated to discover that winter temperatures can 

reach unbelievable lows, and that these regions experience 

constant daylight in summer and complete darkness during 

winter. 

We hope you all have a lovely, wintery half term! 

This week in Year 6, we have been working hard across a 

range of subjects and developing excellent skills. 

In Maths, we focused on percentages, fractions and 

decimals—converting between them, comparing and 

ordering them, and applying these skills to real-life problems. 

In English, we deepened our SPaG understanding, especially 

the many uses of commas. Through fun activities and Blooket 

games, the children learned how commas improve clarity and 

how a missing or misplaced one can change meaning. 

For Safer Internet Day, we discussed responsible and 

irresponsible online behaviour, our digital footprints, and how 

to stay safe online. To end the week, the children created 

webpage‑style posters sharing key messages about online 

responsibility. Their final designs looked incredibly 

professional. 

Well done Year 6! 
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Reception 91% 

Year 1 91% 

Year 2 94% 

Year 3 94% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 96% 

Year 6 96% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 13/02/2026 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 93.97% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

February 

17th—Parent sessions Online Safety (see page 2) 

23rd—Term 2b begins 

25th—Y5/6 Football at Netherhall 

27th—Costume Swap (World Book Day Costumes) 

March 

4th—FODS Meeting—all welcome 6:00pm 

4th—Mixed Football at Netherhall 

5th—World Book Day 

11th/12th—Parent Teacher Meetings 

16th—PPDC afternoon 1:30pm Pick up 

18th—Chocolate Bingo (FODS) 6pm 

19th—Hoodwinked—Y3/4 Show 

25th—World Maths Day 

27th—Easter Extravaganza Afternoon 

27th—Break up at 3:15pm 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:  

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated 

Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Cumbria 

CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

Cups 

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: 

Early Years— Archie Williams  

Key Stage 1— Alfie Dickinson 

LKS2—Poppy McManus 

UKS2— Lucas Hodgson 

 

134 162 108 

House Points 
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