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 Friday, 23rd January 2026 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 3 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Reading Buddies 

Reading is one of the most powerful skills a child can 

learn—and one of the greatest gifts we can give them. 

But beyond learning letters and decoding words, 

reading opens a door to imagination, curiosity, and 

confidence. Helping children develop a love of books 

begins at home just as much as it does in the classroom, 

and together we can nurture lifelong readers. 

Reading strengthens children’s understanding of the 

world, boosts their vocabulary, and improves their 

ability to express themselves. When children read 

regularly, they also develop important life skills: focus, 

empathy, problem‑solving, and creativity. Even just 10 

minutes a day can make a huge difference to your 

child’s progress and confidence. 

The Year 6 pupils are enjoying reading with our younger 

pupils every week and the younger pupils are loving 

reading to the oldest ones. This shared experience is 

mutually beneficial. 
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Thank you FODS 

Last week, each year group received a whole set of 

stationery from FODS. This included pencils, rubbers, 

pens, glue sticks and highlighters. This was all very well 

received and much appreciated. The most exciting gift 

though was an electric pencil sharpener for each class! 

Mobile Phones 

Children are not allowed to have mobile 

phones in school. Please ensure that they 

do not bring these with them in coats or 

bags. In the exceptional circumstance that 

your child needs their phone for a particular 

‘out of school’ reason, please email your child’s class teacher 

and notify them of this. The phone will then be taken off the 

child upon arrival at school and locked away for the day. 

If we find that a child has a phone and we have not been 

notified of this, it will be confiscated and parents/carers will 

be called to collect it. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Ready Safe Kind 

FODS EGM 

Thank you to everybody who attended the FODS meeting this 

week. Jenny Mossop was elected as the new Chair and 

upcoming events were discussed. We shall shortly be putting 

up banners around the school—look out for these. In the 

meantime, see page 8 for further information.  
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Jude Thomason and Ada Studholme 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Reggie Thompson and Harper Wright  

This week, we’ve been diving into the magical woodland world of 

The Gruffalo and The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson and Axel 

Scheffler. The children have loved exploring the characters, 

settings, and adventures found in these much‑loved stories. 

During our daily circle times we talked about woodland animals 

and their habitats, being brave and exploring new things safely. 

Our small-world area became a woodland filled with sticks, pine 

cones, toy animals and Gruffalo themed puppets so the children 

could retell the story in their own words. 

In maths we introduced simple counting and pattern activities 

using Gruffalo-themed resources. The children also enjoyed 

sorting objects by size using vocabulary from the story (big 

Gruffalo, little mouse!). 

Our Little Wandle picture card was "cat" and we enjoyed finding 

objects with the initial sound "c" like a cup, a cap and a coin. 

We also enjoyed learning more about how we can be ready, safe 

and kind throughout our busy Nursery day. 

This week in Reception we have been exploring the exciting topic 

of Space. Our focus story has been Beegu, and the children have 

really enjoyed getting to know this friendly little alien. They have 

been busy drawing Beegu and writing words and sentences to 

describe her, using their phonics knowledge brilliantly. We have 

also been looking at planets with CVC words on them. 

In Maths, we have been learning all about the number 4. The 

children explored all the different ways to make 4, using cubes to 

represent the number in various combinations.  

During phonics sessions, the children have been reading CVC 

words and matching them to the correct pictures. They have also 

been practising their tricky words by writing them on “tricky word 

waves”, developing confidence and fluency. 

For fine motor development, the children used tweezers to place 

pom poms onto the aliens’ underpants, helping strengthen their 

finger muscles. They also picked up small beads to create 

constellations, which required careful control and concentration. 

We are so proud of all the children for their enthusiasm, 

creativity, and hard work this week.  

Well done, Reception—you are superstars! 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Sonny Barker and Poppy Smith  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Esme Williams and Archie Shaw 

In English, the children have been working incredibly hard 

rewriting the story of The Storm Whale. They impressed us 

with their fantastic descriptions and some children even had a 

go at adding dialogue to their stories – amazing effort all 

round! 

In Maths, we’ve been focusing on the number line to 20. The 

children practised completing number lines, finding missing 

numbers and working out what number an arrow was 

pointing to on a blank number line. They showed great con-

centration and growing confidence with their numbers. 

This week in History we looked at pictures of different toys 

and sorted them into past and present. The children had some 

brilliant justifications, explaining clearly why they thought cer-

tain toys belonged to the past or today.  

On Thursday, we enjoyed a lovely morning of dance and dra-

ma linked to The Storm Whale. The children used their bodies 

to show the movement of different sea creatures, using lots of 

imagination. We then relaxed with some colouring of a big 

under-the-sea picture, which everyone loved.  

In English this week, the children got into role as the Colour 

Monster and interviewed each other whilst trying to identify 

what they were feeling. They also planned and started to 

write a narrative where they are describing the transition 

from being one feeling to another and giving examples of 

situations that might cause these feelings. 

In Maths, the children have moved onto exploring 3D shapes. 

We have learned the names and properties of a variety of 3D 

shapes as well as practicing counting their faces, sides and 

vertices. In Science, we investigated the suitability of 

materials. The children learned to recognise that objects are 

made from materials that suit their uses and we used a part of 

a bicycle to do this. 

In Geography, we continued to look at the question 'Why is 

our world wonderful?' and learned the names of the five 

oceans and located them on a map using google earth and 

atlases. We spent Art exploring texture and patterns with 

paint. The children learned about the collage work of artist 

Romare Bearden and re-creating colours and textures using 

paint and making patterned surfaces ready for use in a 

collage.  Well done Year 2! 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Alice Adams and Harper McGraffin  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Lyra Simpson and Maggie Lawson 

This week in maths, we have been focusing on multiplying a 

two-digit number by a one-digit number using the column 

method. The children have shown fantastic perseverance as 

they practised this new skill.  

In English, the children have been crafting effective sentences 

for our holiday brochure all about Sicily. They have impressed 

us with their use of powerful adjectives and vivid verbs to 

persuade holidaymakers to visit this beautiful island. The class 

enjoyed experimenting with descriptive language to make 

Sicily sound as appealing and exciting as possible, and many of 

their ideas would not look out of place in a real travel 

brochure. 

Also this week, the children have also been busy practising 

their lines for the different roles in our upcoming 

show, Hoodwinked. Their enthusiasm has been wonderful to 

see, and they are growing in confidence with every practise. 

The excitement is definitely building, and we are all looking 

forward to sharing the finished performance with you as we 

approach the Easter holidays. 

This week, the children have been busy recapping and 

consolidating their 2, 5, and 10 times tables, taking on a range 

of activities such as number square challenges, number lines, 

number tracks, and word problems that encouraged them to 

apply their knowledge in different ways. 

In P.E., we continued developing our football skills with a focus 

on passing accuracy, using a variety of practical drills to help 

the children build control, coordination, and teamwork.  

In English, the class completed their own stories inspired 

by Stone Age Boy, and they worked thoughtfully to include the 

new writing techniques we have been learning, including 

repetition for effect, similes, and expanded noun phrases. 

Then, the children self‑assessed their work, reflecting on their 

progress and identifying what they were proud of and what 

they could continue to improve.  

In French, we have continued learning the names of musical 

instruments. We had to learn and identify some of these in 

English first! The children have really impressed Mrs. Busigny 

with their enthusiasm for learning this new language. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to:  

Lacey-Jo Wilkinson and Daisy Sowerby 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Riley Lynch and Ted Sanderson 

This week, Year 5 have been busy across all subjects! In Maths, 

we worked on adding to a mixed number, adding mixed 

numbers, subtracting fractions, and subtracting from a mixed 

number. Our learning was made even more meaningful by 

sharing real-life examples of fractions, helping pupils see how 

these ideas fit naturally into everyday life and making the 

learning more accessible. From talking about our pets to how we 

split our time between hobbies, pupils discovered that fractions 

aren’t just numbers on a page—they’re part of everyday life. 

In English, we completed and wrote up our newspaper articles 

about a plane crash based on our class book. Our Art lesson 

explored space and scale, while French included a lively session 

based on translating Boucle d'Or. We have built up an impressive 

bank of French vocabulary by studying and translating this well-

known fairy tale! 

On Thursday, pupils took part in the Spaceship Earth Primary 

Show, hosted by the STEM Hub and Canterbury Christ Church 

University. During the show, children learned about Planet Earth 

from a space perspective, exploring how energy, climate, and 

human activity are all interconnected.  

In Maths, we have been deepening our understanding of 

decimals. We began by exploring place value, looking carefully 

at the value of digits below the ones column. Once we were 

confident with this, we moved on to rounding decimals to one, 

two and even three decimal places. 

To finish the week, we tackled addition and subtraction with 

decimals, focusing on the common mistakes that can catch us 

out—so that next time, we know exactly how to avoid them! 

In English, our reading comprehension work has centred 

around the theme of wolves. We have explored a variety of 

question types, but our main focus has been on retrieval—

developing our skills in skimming and scanning to quickly 

locate the correct information in the text. The children have 

shown great improvement and confidence in these strategies. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed getting creative for our school 

displays this week! The class produced some fantastic ‘funky’ 

fruit and vegetable artwork, designed to encourage younger 

pupils to eat more fruit and veg. The pieces are bright, bold, 

and full of personality—we can’t wait for everyone to see 

them around school. 
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Reception 96% 

Year 1 98% 

Year 2 97% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 93% 

Year 5 94% 

Year 6 91% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 23/01/26 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 95.43 % 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

January 

28th —Y5 trip to Forth Engineering 

30th —Y5 Careers Event at Netherhall 

February 

6th—House Challenges Afternoon 

10th—Safer Internet Day 

11th—Y3/4 Dodgeball at Netherhall 

12th—Year 6 First Aid 

13th Break up for Half Term at 3:15pm 

23rd—Term 2b begins 

23rd—Wordsworth Winter Poetry Workshop 

25th—Y5/6 Football at Netherhall 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:  

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated 

Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

122 195 152 

House Points 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Cumbria 

CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

admin.dearham@changinglives.education 

Cups 

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: 

Early Years— Leo Dickinson  

Key Stage 1— Hope Hodgson 

Key Stage 2— Freya Hall 

mailto:admin.dearham@changinglives.education
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Starring 

Mrs. Hetherington 


