Newsletter

Friday, 16th January 2026

After School Activities

Our new programme of ASAs kicked off this week and it was
lovely to see so many children participating in these enrichment
activities. Thank you to all members of staff who give up their
own time in order to provide our pupils with these lovely
opportunities. If your child would like to join in, please sign up
via ScoPay.
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Head Lice Alert

We currently have cases of head lice in school.

Please check your child’s hair regularly—look for

live lice or tiny eggs (nits) close to the scalp,

especially behind the ears and at the nape of the neck.

Treatment:

® Use a fine-toothed comb on wet, conditioned hair to
remove lice.

® Alternatively, apply an approved head lice treatment from
your pharmacy and repeat as directed.

It’s important to treat promptly and thoroughly—if lice are not

removed, they will spread to others.
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Term 2 Week 2

Innovate Catering Team

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Fiona, who
has joined the IFG catering team, in the kitchen at
Dearham Primary School. She, along with Sally-Ann,
cooked up a wonderful ‘Wild West’ feast for us on
Thursday for the first of this year’s themed menus. BBQ
sausages, wedges, beans and ice-cream were a big hit!

[PPDC Reminder: \

Please note that Tuesday, 20th January is the sec-
ond of our Professional Development afternoons.

All children need to be collected at 1:30pm.

There will be no after school activities of WRAP club

\on this day. j

Please don’t forget to sign up for Breakfast Club and
WRAP via ScoPay!
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Stop the Spread of Sickness Bugs — Wash Those Hands!
We've seen a few tummy bugs and colds in school recently. The best
way to keep everyone healthy is simple: wash hands regularly.

Why it matters:
Germs spread easily through touch. Clean hands help prevent illness and
keep children in school.

When to wash:
® After using the toilet
® Before eating

®  After coughing, sneezing, or playing outside

How to wash:
Use soap and warm water, scrub for 20 seconds (sing “Happy Birthday”
twice), rinse well, and dry thoroughly.

WRAP AROUND
AFTER SCHOOL

Add Soap to get rid of germs Scrub front and back of hands

for at least 20 seconds
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Rinse under warm water Dry hands with a clean towel

AVAILABLE UNTIL4.30PM OR 5.30PM

Week beginning 19th January

Moncday - National Popcorn day
Tuesday - N/A
Wednesday - Penguin Day
Thursday - Polka Dot Day
Friday - Lego Club

Snacks & refrgshments included
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NURSERY

It has been amazing fun continuing our Winter theme in Nursery
this week. The children have been talking about the changes
they notice outdoors. Together, we’ve been exploring:

®  Frost on the grass

® |ce and Snow (pretend but we hope for real soon!)
® Bare trees and an evergreen holly bush

® Warm clothes like hats, gloves, scarves, and coats

®  Windy days and early sunsets

Indoors we have been using winter-themed stories, pictures,
and sensory trays to help the children recognise and describe
signs of winter. The children have been asking a lot of great
questions about hibernation and have been using this "wow"
vocabulary.

In maths we continued to explore numbers 1-5. A favourite
rhyme this week was "Five Little Ducks" which we made into a

fun group game.

In phonics we learned the initial sound "o" and it's picture card  This week’s Headteacher’s Awards go to:

which is a purple "octopus." .
Leo Horner and Harper Miller

This week in Reception, we have been exploring the theme of
Winter. Our focus story was Snowball, and the children enjoyed
reading it together. We thought carefully about words to
describe Snowball, and some of the children even created their
own Snowball using playdough—what fantastic creativity!

In Maths, we have been learning about parts of objects and
numbers. We explored what parts make up the numbers 2 and
3, helping us understand how numbers are built.

For our challenges this week, the children have:

- Decorated Winter clothing

- Counted Winter-themed objects

- Read CVC words

- Written CVC words

Well done, Reception! You’ve had another brilliant week of
learning and fun.

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Reception go tQu.

Maeve Hetherington and Brody Lawrence
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This week in English, we’ve been working on expanded noun
phrases to describe waves. We’ve also begun planning our
own version of The Storm Whale, ready to rewrite it next
week.

In Maths we have continued exploring teen numbers. The
class can now confidently explain how many tens and
ones each teen number has.

Our new Science topic on the five senses has been a big hit!
This week, we explored our senses using... popcorn! We
closed our eyes and listened to the kernels popping. Then
we smelled inside the bag. We used our sense of touch to
feel the popcorn. And finally... yes, we had a taste.

In  History, we’ve been looking at toys that our
grandparents might have played with. The children loved
comparing old toys to the ones we have today—and they
even got the chance to try playing with them!

Our PSHE theme this week was kindness. We talked about

the effects of name-calling and how it can make others feel. ~ This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 1 go to:

We linked this back to our learning about empathy. Ella Cant and Archie Blacklock

=Qr 2

In English this week the children learned how to create
similes to enhance their writing and describe the different
colour monsters. They also drafted and then wrote some
impactful poems in the perspective of a particular colour and
feeling.

In Maths the children drew 2D shapes such as squares,
rectangles, triangles and hexagons. The wused their
knowledge of vertices to help connect their straight lines.
We also looked at lines of symmetry and used them to draw
and complete shapes.

In Science we began our Materials topic. The children
grouped objects based on the materials they are made from
and recognised that objects are made from materials that
suit their uses.

In Geography, we learned about some of the world’s most
amazing places and located them on a world map. The
children were able to recognise what Continent it was in and
what some features of it might be based on that.

In Art, the children used a variety of tools like tinfoil, earbuds
and plastic forks to help create textures with paint and in
Music we learned a traditional folk song inspired by our
countryside called 'Lavenders Blue'.

Well done Year 2!
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Noah Sanderson and Isla Boyd
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This week in History, we explored primary sources of

information, artefacts! The children examined clues left behind
by Stone Age people and used their detective skills to make
educated guesses about what these objects were, who they
might have belonged to, and how they were made. We then
discussed what these artefacts can tell us about early
humans—their daily lives, skills, and creativity. It was a
fantastic opportunity for the children to think critically and
connect evidence to ideas about the past.

In PE, we focused on team-building skills through an exciting
game of dodgeball. The children worked together and
encouraged one another, showing great sportsmanship and
cooperation. It was wonderful to see them developing not only
physical skills but also teamwork and communication.

In maths, we have been using arrays to help support our
learning of times tables. Arrays have allowed us to visualise

multiplication by organising objects into equal rows and _"&
columns, helping pupils to better understand multiplication
and develop confidence with their times table facts.

Y@Qr 4 '

This week in maths, the children have been developing their

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to: ===

confidence with multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100.
They’ve learned that it’s not simply a case of adding or
removing zeros — instead, it’s all about how digits move left
or right on the place-value chart.

In English, we’ve begun an exciting new topic all about the
island of Sicily. The children have been researching why it
attracts so many visitors, gathering facts about its landscapes,
culture, food, and history. These notes will soon be

transformed into a persuasive holiday brochure.

Our Science lessons have focused on states of matter. The
children have explored the properties of solids, liquids, and
gases and used this knowledge to sort a range of pictures into
the correct categories. Their scientific vocabulary is growing
beautifully.

In D&T, we’ve continued our work on biscuits and consumer
preferences. The children have been investigating which
textures people enjoy most and analysing how packaging

appeals to different audiences. This will feed into their own
product designs later in the unit.

Olivia Akitt and Joey Dickinson
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In Maths, we compared and ordered fractions greater than
1, then moved on to adding and subtracting fractions with
the same denominator. Later in the week, we added
fractions within 1 and even tackled adding fractions with
totals greater than 1 and mixed numbers.

In English, we explored a powerful theme from our class
text: integrity—doing the right thing even when it’s hard.
We discussed how the villagers in our story might treat an
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This week in Maths, we’ve been tackling fractions in all their
forms! The class worked hard on addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division involving both fractions and
whole numbers. We even challenged ourselves with some
tricky word problems that really tested our understanding.

In English, our focus was on sentence structure. We explored
the subject of a sentence and learned how to identify
prepositions, subordinating conjunctions and subordinating
as well as how to tell the difference between them.

During PSHE, we discussed peer pressure—a topic that’s

EXCELLENCE
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Oscar Hindmoor and Jesse Sharp

injured enemy pilot during wartime and considered
Queenie’s (one of the protagonists) point of view. Together,
we unpicked the meaning of integrity and contrasted it with
mob mentality, thinking about why people sometimes
follow the crowd and which path is braver.

Just a reminder that our trip to Forth Engineering will now
be on the 28™ Jan- we will leave school at 0900. Please
complete the permission form if you haven't already.

especially relevant in Year 6. At this age, friendships and
social groups can feel very important, and sometimes the
pressure to fit in can be tough. We talked about strategies
for making positive choices, standing up for ourselves, and
supporting friends in doing the same. The class shared
thoughtful ideas and showed real maturity in the discussion.

Overall, it’s been a fantastic week in Year 6! The children
have been hard-working, focused, and incredibly supportive
of each other. Their teamwork and determination have
really shone through.

‘Colouring
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20th—Professional Development afternoon—finish 1:30pm Attendance for week ending 16/01/26

21st—Y1/2 Multi skills at Netherhall (Please note that Nursery is not included as
this is non-statutory education)

21st—FODS EGM—6pm in school hall
= 9

23rd—National Handwriting Day Whole School Attendance = 95.64%

28th —Y5 trip to Forth Engineering

31st—Y5 Careers Event at Netherhall

February

6th—House Challenges Afternoon

11th—Y3/4 Dodgeball at Netherhall P E Sl

12th—Year 6 First Aid Year 4 95.6%

13th Break up for Half Term at 3:15pm _
Year 6 91.2%

Cups

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: House Points

Early Years— Molly Hanson
Key Stage 1— Robyn Weightman
Lower Key Stage 2— Sienna Jervis

Upper Key Stage 2—Finn Holmes

Safeguarding

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at Useful Information @
risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or
neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the Dearham Primary School
Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on: Dearham

Maryport
0333 240 1727 .

Cumbria
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated CA15 7HR
Safeguarding team are:

. 01900 812 518
Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny
DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny o .\k Sl admin.dearham@changinglives.education
ateguardin
R Childgren Partgnership
DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton
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Starring
Mrs. Hetherington

HOEM
’ presents...

A Pantomime by Ben Crocker

FEBRUARY 2026 ‘

WWW.THEATRE-ROYAL-WORKINGTON.CO.UK | 070927633554

KINDLY SPONSORED BY: THEATRE
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GOODFELLOWEE SR O YAL
TY R E S | ) -y s REGISTERED CHARITY: 1138473




16.01.26 Page 9

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
You are the expert of your child

You Are Not Alone - Every 1* Tuesday of the month - 7200pm - 8.30pm
Next one: 3rd February

A free monthly online drop-in for parents & carers

The You Are Not Alone community is a friendly and safe space run by
Erik & Sally Wagter where you can come and learn about autism & PDA,
ask questions, connect with like-minded people or simply listen and learn
from other people’s conversations.

In this community we talk about all sorts of things such as:

 helping your child regulate their emotions &

feelings (meltdowns etc)

understanding autism and PDA

navigating school and EHCPs

Supporting your child with friendships

understanding and managing challenging

behaviour

managing sensory needs

* developing a positive relationship with your
child (family dynamics)

» exploring EOTAS or home education

» looking after your wellbeing

e and so much more

Here’s what parents have said:

' My husband Jamie was saying that in the last few sessions, he has learned so much more about autism and PDA
than he has over the past year - Jo (parent)

'Thank you so much for the group this evening. | can't tell you how grateful | feel and I really do feel less alone and
more validated. My hope is back’ - Louise (parent

'Thank you so much for your support. | nearly chicken out in speaking but I'm glad | did. These sessions have been
really helpful and I don't feel so alone’

Emma (parent)

If you would like to join the next drop-in on Tuesday 3™ February, please
send an email to sallywagter@gmail and we will send you the Zoom link.

v €
ﬂ i
AUTISM FAMILY
SUPPORT SERVICE
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