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 Friday, 19th December 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 15 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert Brings Festive Cheer! 

On Wednesday afternoon, Key Stage 2 delighted families and friends with a 

wonderful Christmas concert featuring two magical performances. Year 3 set 

the tone with their sparkling rendition of Sparkle and Shine, and from there, 

the festive spirit only grew stronger. 

Each year group sang their hearts out, performing two joyful songs and a 

heartfelt poem. The audience was treated to a variety of surprises, including 

a French song (Canon de Noel) and a special contribution from the choir. 

To end on the perfect note, all the children came together for a rousing finale 

of We Wish You a Merry Christmas, filling the hall with warmth and holiday 

cheer. 
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Farewell Mrs. Hope 

This morning in assembly we said goodbye to Mrs. 

Hope, who left Dearham Primary School to begin 

her retirement. Mrs. Hope joined our school in 

November 2013 and has touched the lives of many 

children over the last twelve years. A valued 

colleague and teaching assistant, she has worked 

across the school, with children from Reception to 

Year 6.  We thank Mrs. Hope for everything that 

she has done for our Dearham Primary School 

community; she will be greatly missed by all.  

It was lovely to present two children 

from each class with an ALWAYS 

Award this morning. These were given 

to children who always show kindness, 

follow the rules and try their best.  

Well done to all of the recipients. 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Our KS1 and 2 choir were wonderful 

ambassadors for our school on 

Monday afternoon when they went to 

sing at Florence House. They brought 

cheer to the residents as they sang a 

range of classics, along with their 

favourite Christmas song, ‘Carol of 

the Bells.’ 

Christmas Cheer at  Florence House 

Christmas Parties 

A big thank you to Simone and Riley 

Hetherington who ran our Christmas 

parties on Thursday. 

Enterprising Year 5 

The Year 5 Teddy Bear Sale yesterday was a huge success and formed part of 

the Enterprise element of the Cumbria Award. The idea came entirely from 

our Year 5 class, who took full ownership of the project, planning everything 

from advertising and promotion to pricing, organisation, and banking. 

The inspiration behind this initiative was both creative and thoughtful: after 

learning that 80% of toys end up in landfill, which can eventually pollute our 

oceans, the class wanted to make a difference. Their solution? Rehome pre-

loved teddies, giving them a new life while helping to protect our planet. 

It was wonderful to see all the children enjoying the event, and especially 

lovely to see some of our older boys excited to choose a stuffed toy. This 

really showed that sustainability and kindness appeal to everyone, regardless 

of age! 

The money raised will be spent on something that benefits the whole school, 

making this project not only environmentally friendly but also a fantastic 

example of teamwork and enterprise. 

A huge well done to Year 5 for their hard work and for showing how small 

actions can make a big impact on the environment and our school community. 
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This term’s ALWAYS Awards in Reception go to: 

Mason Robertson and Grace Akitt 

This term’s ALWAYS Awards in Nursery go to: 

Nora Rooney and Bobby Kirkbride 

As we come to the end of our autumn term, we want to take a 

moment to celebrate what a wonderful start to the school year 

it has been. The children have settled beautifully into their 

routines, made new friendships, and shown incredible curiosity, 

resilience, and joy in their learning. We have been focusing on 

sharing, taking turns, and recognising our own feelings. 

Children have enjoyed circle times, learning to listen to each 

other and express their ideas with confidence. 

Through stories such as Owl Babies and Stickman, the children 

have developed new vocabulary and improved their listening 

skills. 

They have loved retelling familiar tales using props, puppets, 

and role-play. 

They have engaged with the Little Wandle phonics and White 

Rose maths schemes. 

It was lovely to see them laugh and dance together at the 

amazing Christmas party this week. 

This week has been full of festive fun in Reception! 

 

The children have been very busy creating beautiful Christmas 

cards, calendars, and a special little present for their loved 

ones. 

 

On Tuesday, we had the wonderful opportunity to watch the 

KS2 Christmas concert, which the children thoroughly 

enjoyed. 

 

Thursday was party day, and what a fantastic time we had! It 

was lovely to see all the children dressed up and celebrating 

together. They danced, played games, and filled the hall with 

laughter and joy—it really put us all in the Christmas spirit! 

 
Thank you so much for all your kind words, cards and gifts. We 
hope you have a magical Christmas and we look forward to 
seeing you in the New Year.  
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This term’s ALWAYS Awards in Year 1 go to: 

Archie Smyth and Robyn Weightman 

This term’s ALWAYS Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Alfie Dickinson and Emilie Manchester 

In English we’ve been busy writing letters to Santa, telling 

him all about the wonderful things we’ve achieved so far in 

Year 1. The children loved sharing their proud moments and 

making sure Santa knows just how hard they’ve been 

working! 

Our Christmas Maths challenges have kept everyone on 

their toes! It’s been fantastic to see the children using their 

addition and subtraction skills to help solve all sorts of 

problems for Santa. 

In Science we wrapped up our learning on materials with an 

exciting experiment. The children tested different materials 

to see if they were waterproof, absorbent, or tough. Lots of 

great predictions and discoveries were made! 

Our DT project was a big hit! The children designed and 

created their very own snowman puppets. They started by 

planning and labelling the materials they would use, then 

showed amazing determination while sewing the pieces 

together. Finally, they added their own creative details – 

the puppets look fantastic! 

Year 2 have had a well-deserved chilled week this week 

after a busy half term. We spent this week mastering our 

double numbers. The children learned how all double 

numbers add up to even numbers. We also looked at 

halving numbers sharing a total into two equal parts or 

dividing it by 2. The children used their rekenreks to support 

this. 

The children have also been busy making Christmas crafts. 

They have made their own wonderful snow globe baubles 

and elf Christmas cards, which are adorable! 

We finished off the week with a Christmas party ran by 

Simone and Riley. The children danced away and loved 

every moment. I hope everyone has a lovely time off and I 

will see you all in the new year.  
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This term’s ALWAYS Awards in  Year 3 go to: 

Sophie Copeland and Sonny Sowerby 

This term’s ALWAYS Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Oliver Rose-Campbell and Mila Hetherington 

We have enjoyed a truly wonderful and festive final week of the 

term, filled with creativity, celebration, and memorable 

moments. This week the children produced some beautiful 

Christmas cards using origami techniques, showing great 

concentration, patience, and pride in their work. 

On Wednesday, the children performed superbly in the school 

Christmas concert. We were incredibly proud of their efforts! 

They sang confidently, remembered their poem lines, and 

performed their actions with enthusiasm and care. Their hard 

work and commitment truly shone on stage. 

Thursday brought some festive baking, which was a huge 

success! The children followed instructions carefully, worked 

safely, and were delighted with the delicious results. 

Throughout the week, we also took part in a variety of fun and 

engaging Christmas quizzes, ranging from festive films to 

general knowledge, which the children thoroughly enjoyed. 

These activities encouraged teamwork, discussion, and lots of 

laughter. 

With Christmas just around the corner, Year 4 have had a 

wonderfully energetic and joy filled week. The classroom has 

been buzzing with excitement, creativity, and festive spirit. 

At the beginning of the week, the children threw themselves 

into rehearsals for their Christmas concert. They worked 

incredibly hard on perfecting their songs and poem, showing 

real focus and enthusiasm. Their confidence has grown 

beautifully.  

Tuesday marked the final P.E. session of the year, and what 

better way to end than with a friendly game of dodgeball. The 

children demonstrated fantastic teamwork, quick reactions, and 

impressive throwing skills. 

On Thursday, the classroom transformed into a festive workshop 

as the children created their own snowman Christmas cards. 

Their creativity shone through, and each card was full of 

personality. Later that morning, they visited the teddy bear sale, 

exploring a delightful selection of cuddly toys. 

Before lunch, the celebrations continued with the Year 4 

Christmas party. The children enjoyed dancing, playing games, 

and spending time together as a class. It was a joyful way to 

celebrate the end of a busy and successful term. 
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This term’s ALWAYS Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Charlotte Lowell and Oliver McManus 

This term’s ALWAYS Awards in  Year 6 go to: 

Alexis Ross and Freya Hall 

Year 6 wrapped up the term with a fantastic final week, full of 

creativity, teamwork and plenty of festive spirit. The children 

threw themselves into making cards, creating their own Elf 

Yourself crafts, and designing calendars, working brilliantly with 

one another to produce some truly lovely creations. 

They’ve also been incredibly busy practising for the Christmas 

show, which they performed twice on Wednesday and 

thoroughly enjoyed. Knowing it was their final primary school 

Christmas performance made it even more special. We hope 

families loved watching them sing, dance and share their 

whole‑class Christmas poem — a piece they crafted 

themselves using their own thoughts and feelings about the 

season. 

Year 6 have worked incredibly hard this term, showing real 

determination and maturity. We’re proud of everything they’ve 

achieved and look forward to seeing that same effort continue 

after Christmas. 

Merry Christmas to everyone, and a very Happy New Year. 

 

As we reach the end of a busy and exciting term, we wanted to 

share some of the wonderful things Year 5 have been working on . 

We hope you enjoyed our KS2 Christmas show on Wednesday! 

The children loved rehearsing for it – they wrote their own 

Dearham-themed Christmas poem, choreographed dance moves 

to accompany our two songs, and brought so much creativity and 

energy to every practice. We hope it’s got you in the mood to step 

into Christmas! 

On Thursday, we celebrated with our Christmas party, which was 

so much fun for everyone. 

We also finished making our Christmas cards and calendars, which 

we hope will make you smile over the festive season and 

throughout the year ahead. 

Another highlight was our Teddy Bear Sale, which was a huge 

success!  

Thank you for all your support this term. We look forward to 

continuing our Year 5 journey together in January 2026! 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Reception 94% 

Year 1 93% 

Year 2 87% 

Year 3 90% 

Year 4 93% 

Year 5 92% 

Year 6 91% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 19/12/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 91.84% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

January 

5th—INSET Day 

6th—Children return to school 

20th—Professional Development afternoon—finish 1:30pm 

21st—FODS EGM 

21st —Y1/2 Multiskills at Netherhall 

21st—Y5 trip to Forth Engineering 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:  

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated 

Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor—Mr. Jon Stewart 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Cumbria 

CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

admin.dearham@changinglives.education 

Notice of EGM 

We really value the support of Friends of 

Dearham School. They organise such 

fantastic events and activities for our 

children and raise funds for the added 

extras that we cannot fund out of the 

school budget. If you would like to be a part of the team, you 

would be very welcome to come along and help, in whatever 

capacity you can. 

There will be an EGM on Wednesday, 21st January at 6pm in 

the school hall. All welcome to attend. Refreshments provided. 

Wishing you all a lovely break. See you on 

Tuesday, 6th January 2026. 
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