Friday, 12th December 2025

Curtains Up for Christmas: Early Years and Key
Stage 1 Shine on Stage!

This week, the festive season truly began at our
school as the Early Years and Key Stage 1 pupils
took to the stage for their Christmas performances.
Our youngest stars delighted audiences with their
charming nativity play, The Sleepy Shepherd. With
heartwarming songs and adorable storytelling, they
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reminded us of the magic and meaning of
Christmas. KS1 followed with their fantastic
production of Gnome Alone, a fun and lively show
full of humour and festive cheer. The children’s
energy and confidence shone through, making it a
memorable experience for everyone.

A huge thank you to all the staff, families, and pupils
who worked so hard to make these performances
such a success. What a wonderful way to kick off the
celebrations!
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WRAP AROUND
AFTER SCHOOL

AVAILABLE UNTIL4.30PM OR 5.30PM

Week beginning 15th December

Monday - Free Play
Tuesday - Colouring fun
Wednesday - Festive Crafts
Thursday - Festive Food
Friday - N/A

Snacks & refreshments included

Thank you!

An enormous thank you to our amazing FODS team for
all of their hard work, coordination and organisation
which resulted in the wonderful Christmas Fair. We are
very luck to have such a dedicated and amazing team!
Thanks too to all of the little elves who spent many
extra hours at school preparing and helping to set up. |
am sure that you will all agree that it was a fantastic &8
event, enjoyed by all. Additionally, £1685 was raised |

for the school!
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Christmas Dinner

On Wednesday we were treated to a real festive feast.
A big ‘Thank you’ to lain and Sally-Ann from IFG, who
prepared us the most wonderful Christmas dinner—
turkey, stuffing balls, carrots, peas, roast potatoes and
even pigs in blankets! Homemade star shaped cookies
followed and were a big hit. Children all made
Christmas hats and wore these as they tucked into
their dinner, listening to Christmas tunes. A particular
highlight was the Y3/5 rendition of Last Christmas!

After school activities

A big ‘Thank you’ to all members of staff who have given up
their own time this term to run an after school activity. These
clubs provide enriching experiences for children. They have
enjoyed different musical, sporting and crafty activities. In
Christmas Craft club this week, the children painted elf and
fairy doors. After school activities have finished now for this
year and we will start a new programme when we return in
January 2026.

Year 5 Teddies

As part of the Cumbrian Award—Enterprise strand, Year 5 are collecting pre-loved teddies
and soft toys to sell. Thank you if you have already sent in a donation—we can still receive
these next Monday if you have any more. Year 5 will be selling these on Thursday, 18th
December so please bring some money to school if you would like to buy one. It is a great
way of recycling pre-loved toys and giving them a new life, whilst protecting the
environment.

Christmas Parties

We are looking forward to celebrating the end of term
next week with our Christmas parties. All children are
invited to come in their own clothes—party clothes,
Christmas jumpers, whatever they choose. These will
take place on Thursday, 18th December 2025
throughout the day.
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NURSERY

We are so proud of everything the Nursery children have
achieved this term! From learning initial sounds through our Little
Wandle phonics reading programme, building a repertoire of
Nursery rhymes and number songs, to showing kindness,
friendship and teamwork, they have truly shone.

This week we have been learning that being out of our usual
routine in normal at Christmas time. The children have enjoyed
lots of arts and crafts activities, they have decorated their
classroom with colourful ribbons, tinsel and baubles, and sat
down together for a delicious festive meal throughout which they
shared lots of chatter and laughter.

The highlight of the week was definitely our amazing Christmas
Show and what a wonderful performance it was! Every child
played their part beautifully, and it was lovely to see so many
families joining us to celebrate.

Thank you to all parents and carers for your support in making This week’s Headteacher’s Awards go to:

these events so special. We look forward to more exciting
moments in the new year.

RlecleP't/iBin

We are definitely getting into the Christmas spirit! The
children have been busy practicing and performing our
show ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’ — and what a performance it
was! I'm sure you'll agree the children were amazing. It's
hard to believe they are only 4 or 5 with the confidence
they showed on stage!

We also had the chance to watch the dress rehearsal of
‘Gnome Alone’ by Year 1 and Year 2 — they were fantastic
too!

In class, we've been making our Christmas cards and
calendars, and creating our own Christmas hats for
Christmas Dinner Day. The classroom has been full of
festive fun!

For our challenges this week, we have:

e Subitised sprouts (yes, really!)

e Coloured Christmas pictures

e Cut out the stable scene for the Christmas story

e Labelled presents and people in the Nativity - )

Well done Reception — what a wonderful, festive week!

Mason Derbyshire and Tahnee Holmes

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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In English we’ve been getting into the winter spirit by
writing all about the season! The children have been
making wonderful observations of the trees and noticing
how the weather is changing. Lots of great descriptive
words have been flying around. This week in Maths, we’ve
been consolidating everything we’ve learned this term with
some fun Christmas maths challenges. The children have
really enjoyed applying their skills in festive activities!

In RE, we’ve been learning about respect for other '
religions, and this linked beautifully with our PSHE |

discussions about celebrating each other’s differences. The
children shared thoughtful ideas and showed kindness.

We got creative and made Christmas tree hats to wear for §

our Christmas dinner — and the dinner was absolutely
delicious! We've also been busy making some lovely crafts
to take home for our loved ones.

A huge well done to all the children for their hard work and
effort in practicing for the show. We were so proud of them
during their two amazing performances this week — what
stars they are!

=Qr 2

A super busy week in school for everyone but a lovely one

none the less. In English, the wrote a diary entry linked to |3

our History topic and debated whether they would prefer

to go to school in the past or the present. In Science, we *
studied the role of a botanist, exploring how they identify '

different types of plants. We carefully observed various
species, using an identification chart and recording our
findings. In Maths, the children focused on subtracting
multiples of 10 and adding two-digit numbers with a variety
of methods. We used base 10 blocks to help visualise and
solve the sums more effectively. In History the children
compared similarities and differences to schools across
three periods of time.

The children truly shone in our Christmas show of Gnome : ‘

Alone, displaying exceptional talent and enthusiasm as they
performed with confidence and joy. | am truly so proud of
each and every one of them! Thank you so much to parents
for helping sort costumes, practised lines and songs and
those who helped on the day. The children also got to
enjoy a delicious Christmas Dinner whilst wearing their
hand made elf hats. Well done Year 2!

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 1 go to:

Alfie Burns and Archie Shaw

EXCELLENCE | cARe |

lyla Beau-Park and Summer Renney
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We began the week with a very exciting visit from STEM
Ambassadors from Nuclear Waste Services. They delivered a
brilliant workshop which linked to our Science topic: Rocks and
Soil. The children learned more about the three main types of
rock, igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic, and explored their
different properties. They were fascinated by how each type forms

and enjoyed looking at examples of them in the classroom. We
also carried out an investigation into rock porosity. Using pieces of
chocolate to model the structure of different rocks, the children
observed how materials with different textures absorb water. It
was messy, memorable, and delicious and way to deepen their
understanding!

In English, the children practised using expanded noun phrases to
describe Om, the cave girl in our class text. We discussed her
appearance, personality and actions, building rich sentences.

We also began welcoming the festive season by designing and
creating our own Christmas hats. The classroom was buzzing with
creativity and excitement. You’ll be able to see them proudly worn
very soon!

Yaal‘ 4

This week in Year 4, we have completed our unit on
multiplication and division. The children have worked really hard
to consolidate their understanding of these key concepts. They
discovered that when you multiply any number by 1, the answer
always stays the same as the number you started with. They also
learned that multiplying any number by 0 will always give the
answer 0. We encourage you to keep practising times tables at
home, as quick recall of multiplication facts will support the
children in all areas.

In English this week, we have focused on using direct speech. The
children have learned: why inverted commas are used in writing,
where inverted commas should be placed to show exactly what
is being said and how to convert spoken words into direct speech
in their writing. They have practised punctuating sentences
correctly and enjoyed turning everyday conversations into
written dialogue.

In P.E. this half term, we have continued to learn the rules and
gameplay of tag rugby. The children have been perfecting their
skills, practising teamwork, and building confidence in the sport.

It has been fantastic to see their enthusiasm and enjoyment

Piper Rumney and Oscar Dark

grow each week.

L EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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In English, we explored characters through lively role play,

bringing the book Letters from the Lighthouse to life. We also
wrote letters in the role of a character from the book! In Art, we
created beautiful winter-themed watercolour cards to bring home
next week— | was so impressed by the class' painting skills! We
also enjoyed making elf hats for our Christmas dinner!

On Wednesday, we enjoyed a Zoom call with Michael, a materials
engineer from Siemens. He taught us so much about the future of
engineering and shared fascinating facts that had the whole class
hooked! We learned what happens to materials under the sea to
help them last over 30 years, how the materials used to make
planes have changed to reduce their impact on global warming,
and why the manufacturing of money has shifted from paper to
plastic. The children asked brilliant questions, and it was
wonderful to see their curiosity! It was a fantastic warm-up for
our upcoming trip to Forth Engineering on 21st January, which we
are all looking forward to!

A special well-done goes to Oscar, who remembered the salt
dough recipe we used last week and used it to create a fantastic
sign for our teddy sale next week!

YERR 6

In maths, we’ve continued to strengthen our understanding
of fractions, moving from working with related
denominators to tackling the challenge of finding common
multiples. This has really helped us deepen our problem-
solving skills and prepare for more complex fraction work in
the future.

We also had the amazing opportunity to take part in an
Energy Workshop through the Primary Business Partnership.
During the session, we explored the differences between
renewable and non-renewable energy sources and discussed
why renewable energy is so important for protecting our
planet. The workshop was hands-on and interactive,
sparking lots of thoughtful questions about sustainability
and the role we can all play in creating a greener future.

Of course, Christmas has been a big theme this week! We've
been busy learning festive songs and a Christmas poem, and
we are so excited to perform these for our parents next
week. To add to the festive fun, we made our own Christmas

hats, which were full of creativity and colour. We also This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to:

enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner together at school—a |saa¢ Scholey and Freya Hall
lovely way to celebrate!

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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Key Dates

December

17th—KS2 Christmas Carol Concert 2pm and 4pm
18th—Christmas Parties Y
19th—Break up at 1:30pm

January

5th—INSET Day

6th—Children return to school

20th—Professional Development afternoon—finish 1:30pm

21st—Y1/2 Multiskills at Netherhall

21st—Y5 trip to Forth Engineering

23rd—National Handwriting Day

Cups

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are:

Key Stage 1— Lucas Adams

Lower Key Stage 2— Jonny Frankham

Our Community Cup is awarded to Polly Weir in Y6, who has been a
superstar, taking on extra responsibilities to help her Mam and
support her family following her mam’s operation.

Safeguarding

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at
risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or
neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the
Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:

0333 240 1727

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated
Safeguarding team are:

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny

Safeguarding
Children Partnership

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny e i\k Curbatind
DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton
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Attendance G

Attendance for week ending 12/12/25

(Please note that Nursery is not included as
this is non-statutory education)

Whole School Attendance = 92%

Reception 91%
Year 1 90%
Year 2 91%
Year 3 91%
Year 4 95%
Year 5 90%
Year 6 91%

House Points

Useful Information @

Dearham Primary School
Dearham

Maryport

Cumbria

CA15 7HR

01900 812 518

admin.dearham@changinglives.education

PARTNERSHIP
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Community Sports Trust

Garlisle

Christmas Soccer School

Harraby 36, Edgehill Road,

Garlisle, GA1 3SL

Monday 22" December
Book now via

Ages 5-13 the QR code:

£20

Every child in attendance will receive a
selection box

For more information and booking The Abler app or
Sam.Tickner@carlisleunitedcst.co.uk or 01228 554169

“Inspiring People To Participate, Develop And Achieve Their Goals Through The Power Of Sport.”




