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 Friday, 5th December 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 13 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Sing choir of angels 

On Wednesday, the Dearham Primary School choir took part in the 

annual Maryport Rotary Club Carol Concert at Maryport Church, 

spreading festive cheer to all in attendance. Adorned with cheerful 

Christmas accessories and beaming smiles, the children performed 

two Christmas classics — ‘Carol of the Bells’ and ‘Rockin’ Around 

the Christmas Tree’ — with grace and enthusiasm. Their beautiful 

harmonies and lively energy captivated the audience, earning warm 

applause and admiration. It was a proud moment for the school 

and a wonderful way to celebrate community and music during this 

special time of year. 

NISCU Puppets 

The festive season got off to a great start on 

Wednesday morning with the visit of the NISCU 

North Cumbria Puppet team. They brought the 

nativity story to life through puppetry and a range of 

fun, modern and entertaining songs. Thank you to all 

of the volunteers who gave their time to entertain  

us whilst sharing this yule tide story. All of us, from 

Nursery to Year 6, loved it. 
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See you tomorrow! 

We are very excited to welcome Santa to Dearham 

Primary School tomorrow. Preparations are well 

on the way,  getting everything ready for his 

arrival.  Don’t forget your time slot and to bring 

your ticket with you. 

There will be lots of other things for you to enjoy 

as well as Santa… Christmas crafts, a colouring 

competition, a fantastic raffle, a bottle tombola, 

café and lots of wonderful stalls on the Dearham 

Parish Council Winter Market.  

This promises to be a wonderful, festive event for 

our whole community.  
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Link to web page 

https://cumberlandfamilyhubs.org.uk/homepage
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Noelle Tyson and Milly Smith 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Tobi Sproat and Reggie Thompson 

This week, the countdown to Christmas is on! 

We’ve been busy in the hall, up on the stage, practising for 

our Christmas show “The Sleepy Shepherd.” The children are 

so excited to share their performance with you soon. 

In the classroom, we’ve been completing lots of festive 

challenges: 

• Subitising Christmas objects 

• Matching dice to numbers 

• Writing CVC words linked to Christmas 

• Decorating baubles 

• Using tweezers to place pom-poms on trees as baubles 

On Wednesday we also had a visit from the puppet show. The 

children loved it and it was a nice start to the Christmas 

celebrations.  

In Maths, we’ve been exploring the stem sentence “more 

than” and using our puppets, Charlie and Lionel, to help us 

compare who has more. 

In Phonics, we’ve learned the digraphs sh, ch, ng, nk. During 

our speedy sounds sessions, the children proudly remind us: 

“It’s a digraph—two letters that make one sound!” 

This week we have been exploring the Julia Donaldson classic 

"Stick Man." The children loved listening to the story and joining 

in with the phrases that repeat throughout the text. Outdoors we 

gathered a selection of sticks which we used to act out the story. 

We had stick man the paintbrush in our painting area, stick man 

the mast in our sand tray and stick man floating in our water tray. 

The children loved crafting their own stick men and used wool to 

attach the arms and glue to attach the eyes. 

On Wednesday we enjoyed a special puppet show which retold 

the Nativity story. 

We have been working extremely hard learning the songs for 

next weeks Christmas performance. The children are making us 

so proud with their enthusiasm, patience and of course their 

beautiful smiles. 

In phonics our initial sound was "d" for "duck," "dog," and "den." 

In maths we learned more about repetition such as words that 

repeat in songs and stories. We then linked this learning to 

making patterns that repeat with colours and blocks. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Violet Dixon and Marcie Marsden  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Harry McGraffin and Imogen Lister  

This week in English we started reading our new book The 

Storm Whale. Each day we’ve read a little more and made 

predictions about what might happen next—lots of great 

ideas from the children! We also watched an interesting clip 

about beached whales. While watching, we paused to talk 

about new vocabulary and even learnt what sonar means! 

In Maths, we’ve been exploring shapes. The children have 

done a fantastic job recognising and naming most 2D and 3D 

shapes. We then moved on to creating patterns with shapes 

and even made some shape Christmas trees—very festive! 

In Science we’ve started identifying the properties of 

different materials. The children have been curious and 

thoughtful as they explored what makes each material 

special. Our creative side really shone this week in Art! We 

designed beautiful baubles that will be displayed around the 

village. We can’t wait to spot our designs when we’re out 

and about! 

There’s been lots of preparation for our winter show, and we 

are so excited to share all our hard work and dedication with 

you next week. It’s going to be magical! 

Year 2 have worked incredibly hard this week on our 

Autumn assessments. They completed both reading and 

maths papers and gave their all. We have spent the rest of 

the week staging our fabulous show of Gnome Alone which 

we will be performing next Thursday. 

We spent Friday morning at Netherhall school at a fantastic 

STEAM event. The children got to meet and work with 

industry professionals from Amentum, Forth, Sellafield, 

BAE Systems, LEL Construction and the Science Viking. All 

companies prepared informative and exciting activities for 

the children to engage in and learn about the science and 

technology industry. The children have been inspired to 

become construction workers, engineers and some even a 

Viking in their future careers! 

Well done Year 2, you are making us proud every week.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Samuel Birkett-Batey and William Wilson  

This week has been a busy one in Year 4 as the children have 

been completing their assessments in maths, reading, and 

SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar). All the children 

worked very hard and did brilliantly. Their effort, focus, and 

positive attitude throughout the week have been wonderful. 

In Science, our lesson this week, has been all about keeping 

our teeth clean and healthy. The children carried out an 

experiment using different types of toothbrushes—soft, 

medium, and hard—to investigate which was most effective. 

They discovered that hard toothbrushes cleaned teeth the 

quickest, though we also discussed how important it is to 

choose brushes that are gentle enough to protect our gums. 

  In preparation for the upcoming KS2 Christmas Concert, the 

children have been practising their festive songs: On a Starry 

Night and Santa Claus is Coming to Town. Their enthusiasm 

has been wonderful, and we can’t wait for you to hear them 

perform! Alongside the music, the children have been 

perfecting their recital of the poem Winter Wonderland, which 

they are looking forward to sharing at the concert 

 

This week in English, we have been learning how to use commas in a 

list. The children applied their knowledge to their writing by creating 

sentences about our class book, Stone Age Boy. They really enjoyed 

creating imaginative descriptions of the cave, using lots of interesting 

adjectives and correctly placing commas. 

In Maths, we have been learning how to use the column addition 

method with one exchange. The children have been practising setting 

out their numbers correctly in columns for ones and tens, then 

adding each column step by step. The children learned how to 

exchange ones, tens and hundreds. The children worked really hard 

to solve the problems and showed great perseverance! 

We also completed Year 3 reading, maths, and grammar assessments 

this week. The children tried really hard with these and gave their 

best effort throughout. We are very proud of their determination and 

focus! 

In History, the children explored Stone Age houses, using evidence to 

make observations about how people lived. We looked at dwellings 

such as Skara Brae and even ‘stepped inside’ a 3D virtual model 

of a Stone Age house!  
This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Noel Rooney and Archie Gorley  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Poppy Hindmoor and Noah Easterbrook  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to: 

Billy Thompson and Emily Oultram  

This week in class, we’ve been busy with lots of exciting 

learning! In Maths, the children worked on converting improper 

fractions into mixed numbers and applied their skills to real-life 

scenarios, which made the lesson fun and practical. They 

especially loved showing their working out directly on the 

tables using wipeable board markers!  

In English, we explored character understanding by writing 

monologues and using inference during group reading to make 

predictions about the story. Tuesday started with a full French 

immersion session- from the register to ordering lunch, 

everything was in French! The class impressed us by 

remembering that potato in French is pomme de terre – can 

anyone guess why? 

In DT we got creative making salt dough decorations for our 

classroom tree, which the children will bring home for the 

holidays and hopefully keep for years to come. They’re so easy 

to make, and we encourage you to try them at home! Here’s 

the simple recipe: mix 2 cups of flour with 1 cup of salt, then 

add 1 cup of water and knead into a smooth dough. Roll out, 

cut into shapes, and bake at 120°C for 2–3 hours until hard. 

Last week, Year 6 took part in an exciting and informative 

water workshop, where pupils explored how water is 

collected, treated, transported, and conserved, deepening 

their understanding of environmental responsibility and 

linking directly to our science objectives on the water cycle 

and human impact.  

In Maths, we have been working hard on adding and 

subtracting fractions, such as finding common 

denominators, simplifying efficiently, and using their 

reasoning skills to solve multi‑step problems with increasing 

independence.  

The children also completed their NFER assessments this 

week, and we are incredibly proud of the mature, 

determined attitude they brought to each test, as well as the 

strong progress they have made since September.  

In English, pupils have been developing their descriptive 

writing skills by writing atmospheric paragraphs inspired by 

the mysterious window scene in Alma, focusing on precise 

vocabulary choices, sensory detail, and building suspense to 

draw the reader into the moment. 
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Reception 97% 

Year 1 100% 

Year 2 94% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 99% 

Year 5 97% 

Year 6 93% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 05/12/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 96.85% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

December 

6th— Dearham Winter Fair and Santa’s 

Grotto 

10th—Christmas Dinner 

1th—Early Years’ Nativity 10am 

11th—KS1 Christmas Show 2pm 

17th—KS2 Christmas Carol Concert 2pm and 4pm 

18th—Christmas Parties 

19th—Break up at 1:30pm 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:  

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated 

Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

56 115 83 

House Points 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Cumbria 

CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

admin.dearham@changinglives.education 

Cups 

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: 

Early Years— Elijah Blacklock 

Key Stage 1— Tommy Chamberlain 

Lower Key Stage 2— Jacob Lister 

Upper Key Stage 2— Poppy Hindmoor 

Our Community Cup is awarded to Poppy Moore in Y6, who has 

been a superstar, taking on extra responsibilities to help her Mam 

and support her family following her mam’s operation. 

mailto:admin.dearham@changinglives.education

