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 Friday, 21st November 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 11 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

People Who Help Us 

Our Early Years children were very excited to welcome  some very 
special visitors to school on Thursday afternoon. The firefighters 
came into school and talked about what their job entails; they do a 
lot more than just putting out fires. They also told taught the 
children that if we ever need them, they can call 999 in an 
emergency. There was great excitement as the children went 
outside to see the fire engine; those who wanted to, even had a go 
with the fire hose and sat in the fire engine. 
 
The firefighters put their blue lights and sirens on as they pulled 
away to say good-bye. It was then that we found out just how big 
the fire engine was as it got stuck in the car park! 

Smoke Detectors 

Our visitors explained 

the importance of every 

home having a smoke 

detector—these save 

lives! You can contact Workington Fire Station to 

request safety advice or get help with smoke alarms 

by calling 01900 706100. Cumbria Fire and Rescue 

Service offers free home safety visits, which include 

fitting a smoke detector for free. 

Coding Support 

Well done to the Digital Leaders who kicked off their breaktime 

sessions this week by helping Y5 and Y6 children with coding. 
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Travel to School Survey 

Would you like the chance to win one of 2 x £250 
vouchers to spend in time for Christmas? 

The Active Travel to School team wants to hear from 
you! 

If you have a child attending a nursery, primary or 
secondary school in Cumbria, you are eligible to enter 
the prize draw. 

Simply complete a short survey on how your child gets to 
school, how often you walk, wheel or cycle on the school 
run, and tell us about any challenges that may prevent 
you from having an active school commute. 

This will help us understand how often families travel to 
school using physical activity such as walking, wheeling, scooting or cycling and what measures can support you on your 
daily school commute! 

Remember to complete the survey by Friday 12 December 2025 to enter the draw to win one of 2 x £250 vouchers here: 
https://surveymechanics.com/s/activetraveltoschool 

https://surveymechanics.com/s/activetraveltoschool
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Ena Cox and Nora Rooney 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to 

Minnie Breheney and Tobi Sproat  

This week in Reception, we have been reading “Can’t You 
Sleep, Little Bear?” as part of our theme on bears, linking 
to last week’s Children in Need activities. 
 
In Maths, we continued working on subitising numbers. 
The children are becoming fantastic at looking at a group 
of dots and saying how many there are without counting! 
 
Our challenges this week included: 

• Making our own bears using different materials from 
around the classroom. 

• Sorting bears by colour. 

• Drawing their own bear. 

• Counting how many cakes each bear had. 

• Ordering bears from smallest to largest. 

• Starting to write some CVC words. 
 
We have also begun giving some children a reading book. 
Please don’t worry if your child has come home with a 
wordless book—this is part of our approach to early 
reading. We are doing lots of blending activities to support 
them. Well done, Reception! You’ve worked so hard this 
week. Have a lovely weekend! 

Another busy work in Nursery. Our phonics sound was "n" for 

net, nut and nose. 

In Maths we identified numerals 1-5 and selected the correct 

amount of objects to match each numeral. The children loved 

taking this knowledge into our outdoor provision where they 

independently made collections of conkers and other autumn 

treasures. 

Our topic was hedgehogs. We learned about hibernation, 

hoglets and which materials to select to make a good 

hedgehog nest. We enjoyed a variety of arts and crafts 

activities including painting spiky hedgehogs using a fork. 

One of the highlights of the week linked to our "People Who 

Help Us" prior learning. The children were delighted to have 

a visit from the Fire Service during which they got to ask 

sensible questions to real Fire Fighters. They also got to 

explore their specialist equipment including trying on a real 

fire helmet, squirting the fire hose and activating the blue 

flashing lights on top of the fire engine. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Joey Denwood and Hope Hodgson  

This week’s 

Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Imogen Horner and Tommy Chamberlain  

This week in English the children have been doing some 

independent writing all about Winter. It was wonderful to see 

them using their knowledge from last half term’s Science lessons 

on the seasons to make their writing even more interesting! In 

Maths we’ve continued our work on subtraction. The children 

have enjoyed playing different games to help consolidate their 

learning! 

In PE our focus this week was on balance. It was lovely to see the 

children supporting each other and answering questions about 

safety in PE.  In Music we’ve been practising our songs for the 

Christmas performance – the excitement is building!  

In Geography, we explored our school grounds and used 

positional and directional language to describe what we could 

see. The children loved being little explorers! In Science, we’ve 

been naming objects and identifying the materials they are made 

from. The children were very curious and asked some brilliant 

questions. 

On Wednesday,  Amanda from 'Phunky Foods' joined us for a 

bread-making workshop. The children were absolute experts at 

kneading their dough! The smell of freshly baked bread was 

sensational, they were so excited to take their creations home. 

In English this week we began writing our own stories based on 

our book 'Story Soup'. They are wonderful to read and 

included a crazy concoction of characters. 

The children have worked hard to tackle some tricky concepts 

in Maths this week. The children have learned how to add 

across and from a 10 using their knowledge of number bonds 

and also had a go at subtracting from and across a 10! 

In History, the children thought of some investigative 

questions they would like to ask about school life in the past. 

We also learned about the meaning of 'beyond living memory' 

and discussed how that fits in with our timeline.  

We were lucky to experience a bread making workshop this 

week thanks to Amanda at Phunky Foods. The children got to 

learn how to make bread and how to kneed them into 

different shapes - they smelled delicious. A great week Year 2, 

well done!  



 6 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 News Page  6 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Olivia-Rose Campbell and William Shaw  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Sienna Jervis and Nevaeh Adams-Little  

This week in class we have been diving into comprehension 

work linked to our new book, Stone Age Boy. The children have 

been answering a range of comprehension-style questions and 

using clues from the text and illustrations to decide which 

Stone Age era the story might be set in.  

In Design and Technology, the children had a wonderful time 

learning two new textile techniques: cross-stitch and appliqué. 

Threading the needle proved to be the trickiest part, but they 

approached it with patience and determination!  

In P.E., we continued developing our tag-rugby skills. The 

children practised drills to help them dodge, change direction 

quickly, and grab tags effectively. They worked really well as 

teams and showed great enthusiasm throughout the session. 

 In RE, we have been exploring our own beliefs about the soul 

and reflect on how these ideas compare to others. We 

identified similarities and differences between beliefs. 

We are very excited to start our swimming lessons next week! 

Our focus in maths this week has been on the 6 / 7 times tables. 

They are learning to break down larger calculations into 

manageable steps. For example, to solve 42 × 6, they worked it 

out by calculating 4 × 10 × 6 and then adding on 2 × 6. This 

strategy has helped them see how number facts can be applied. 

In English, we are continuing our work on the digestive 

system. The children have been writing effective sentences to 

explain each stage of the process. This week, they described 

how food travels down the oesophagus in a motion called 

peristalsis, before reaching the stomach. 

In Science, we explored the different types of teeth found in our 

mouths. As adults, the children found out we have four types of 

teeth: Incisors – for cutting food, Canines – for tearing food, 

Premolars – for crushing food and Molars – for grinding food.  

Our geography lessons took us to the Amazon Rainforest. We 

studied the different layers of vegetation, learning about the 

forest floor, The understorey layer, The canopy layer and the 

emergent layer.  The children were fascinated to discover how 

each layer supports different plants and animals. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 5 go to: 

Ted Sanderson and Jonty Falcon  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to: 

Grace Parker and James Todd  

We’ve had an exciting week of learning! 

In Maths, we explored cube numbers, practised multiplying 

and dividing by 10, 100, and 1,000, and worked on identifying 

multiples before completing our assessment on Friday. 

In English, we continued with our lessons and comprehension 

activities, finishing the week by writing and sharing some 

brilliant diary reports from the perspective of one of the 

characters in Letters from the Lighthouse!  

Our DT lesson focused on gears, while in History, we debated 

whether the Vikings were raiders, traders, or something 

else.  It’s been another busy and productive week! 

This week, Year 6 have begun their Fractions Unit in Maths. 

We’ve been learning how to recognise and simplify fractions 

using common factors and how to generate equivalent 

fractions. To help us understand these concepts, we used 

bar models to compare and prove when fractions were 

equal. 

In SPaG, we focused on expanded noun phrases, which are 

used to add detail and description to sentences so that 

writing becomes more vivid and engaging. We discussed 

how they help the reader picture the scene more clearly and 

add richness to our work. Next, we’ll be applying expanded 

noun phrases in our own writing to make our stories and 

reports more interesting. 

Swimming was another highlight of the week! Year 6 went 

swimming every day and worked hard to develop confidence 

and competence in water, improve stroke technique and 

stamina, and learn essential water safety skills, including life-

saving strategies. During our life-saving lesson, we 

discovered how to respond safely in emergency situations, 

but most importantly, we learned how to look after 

ourselves first. The children were an absolute pleasure to 

take out and represented the school brilliantly. Even when 

the bus was late one day, we didn’t mind—we enjoyed some 

time at the park instead! 
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Reception 98% 

Year 1 97% 

Year 2 98% 

Year 3 96% 

Year 4 94% 

Year 5 89% 

Year 6 92% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 21/11/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 94.91% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on:  

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. Our designated 

Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Key Dates 

November 

24th—27th—Y3 Swimming 

26th—Y1/2 Dodgeball competition 

27th—Non uniform—Bring a Bottle Day 

28th—INSET Day 

December 

3rd—Puppet Assemblies 

3rd—Maryport Church Carol Service 

5th—Y2 and Y4 STEAM event at Netherhall 

6th— Dearham Winter Fair and Santa’s Grotto 

11th—Early Years’ Nativity 10am 

11th—KS1 Christmas Show 2pm 

17th—KS2 Christmas Carol Concert 2pm and 4pm 

18th—Christmas Parties 

19th—Break up at 1:30pm 

199 201 189 

House Points 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Cumbria 

CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

admin.dearham@changinglives.education 

mailto:admin.dearham@changinglives.education

