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 Friday, 26th September 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

 

Nature Quest Club News… 

This week, our Nature Club explored the magic of the autumn 

equinox—a time when day and night are equal, marking the 

official start of autumn.   We went on a nature walk, observing 

signs of autumn such as colourful leaves, cooler air, and busy 

wildlife, (we even found a frog hiding under a pumpkin!) 

collecting interesting items along the way. Using their collected 

treasures, the children created beautiful autumn mandalas, 

working together and expressing their creativity. We ended the 

session with a group reflection, sharing favourite moments and 

new things learned, and encouraged everyone to keep looking for 

signs of autumn on their way home. It was a wonderful hour of 

learning, creativity, and connection with nature! 

School Photos—next Friday 

Friday, 3rd October 2025 

If you would like a family photo with siblings who are 

not pupils at Dearham Primary School, please come 

to the main reception between 8am and 8:30am. 

Dearham pupil sibling photos will be taken during 

the school day. 
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Courtesy Cups 

This week our Courtesy Cup winners are: 

Early Years—Milly Smith 

Key Stage 1— Ella Cant 

Lower Key Stage 2— Ronnie Peat 

Upper Key Stage 2— Sophia McKenzie 

Walk to School with WOW! 

Our school is proud to join the WOW Walk to School Challenge, 
a fun and rewarding initiative by Living Streets, the UK charity for 
everyday walking. This pupil-led programme encourages children 
and families to travel actively—by walking, wheeling, cycling, 
scooting, or using ‘Park and Stride’—at least once a week. 

Children who take part can earn a WOW badge each month, 
designed by pupils and made from recycled materials. The 
challenge promotes healthier, happier students who arrive at 
school ready to learn, while also helping reduce traffic and 
pollution at the school gates. 

Can’t walk the whole way? Try ‘Park and Stride’—park 10 
minutes away and walk the rest—or hop off public transport 
early to qualify. 

WOW is flexible and inclusive, with options for schools to tailor 
the programme to their needs. Pupils can even become WOW 
Ambassadors and lead activities that promote active travel. 

Join the movement and help us Walk with Joy! 
Learn more at livingstreets.org.uk/wowlaunch or email questions 
to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to 

Elijah Blacklock and Angel Chinyama  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Ada Studholme and Archie Williams  

This week in Reception, we’ve had a super time exploring the 
story of Supertato! The children have been busy mark-
making speedy Supertato lines and diving into lots of fun, 
hands-on activities. 
Here’s what we’ve been up to: 

• Counting Fruits & Veggies – We’ve been practising our 
counting skills by finding out how many fruits and 
vegetables there were and matching them to the correct 
number. 

• Scissor Skills – The children have been snipping colourful 
rainbows to strengthen their fine motor skills. 

• Initial Sounds – We’ve been identifying initial sounds 
using pegs and helping our fruit and vegetable friends by 
finding and writing the correct starting sounds. 

• Baseline Complete – We’ve now finished our Reception 
baseline assessments. Well done everyone! 

Starting next week, we’ll begin our daily Phonics sessions. To 
support learning at home, we’ll be sending out a weekly 
home learning sheet with updates on what we’ve covered in 
Phonics. 
 
Seesaw Accounts 
If you haven’t already done so, please email me at 
cresswellc@dhm.changinglives.education to confirm you're 
happy for your child to have a Seesaw account. Once 
confirmed, I’ll send you the QR code to access your child’s 
learning journey. 

Well done Reception! 

This week in Nursery our topic has been "Our Families." 

Using family photographs we have enjoyed making 

observations about the similarities and differences between 

all our unique and beautiful families. We have made a family 

tree display in our classroom so our loved ones are with us 

on the wall to watch over all our learning. 

In art we drew our families and 

made mathematical links to 2D 

shape names like circle, oval, 

square and rectangle as we 

made recognisable body 

shapes. We also used fine 

motor skills to cut wool which 

we used in our self-portrait 

collages. 

 

Outside we have made the most of the fantastic Autumnal 

weather. We used a giant magnet to find objects that are 

made of the material metal. We have been observing 

changes that are beginning to happen the leave on our 

trees. We have also been learning how to treat minibeasts 

like spiders and snails with gentle, caring hands. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Hannah Farmer and Tommy Chamberlain  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Regan McAllister and Iyla-Beau Park  

In English the children wrote thoughtful postcards to Stick Lady 

and began to plan their own story about 'Shell Man'. He goes on a 

similar adventure to Stick Man but full of new exciting ideas the 

children mapped out themselves. They drew story boards and 

used this in preparation to write the beginning of the story next 

week.  In Maths, the children have worked hard trying to use 

their knowledge to estimate numbers on a number line. They 

have also compared objects and numbers and used mathematical 

language such as 'greater' and 'fewer'. In Science, the children 

learned about four different habitats. They noted down what 

animals and plants they would find in the woodland, ocean, 

rainforest and coast as well as their conditions. 

Our Geography lesson included using atlases and maps to locate 

the equator. The children used Google Earth to view what land is 

like close to the Equator and what happens as we move further 

away from it. In Art, the children worked on creating tone. They 

used graphite pencils and practiced control and pressure to 

practice shading and shadows. In Music, the children used their 

voices to imitate the sounds of animals and learning to clap back 

animal sound patterns in time to the music. Well done Year 2! 

This week we read ‘Alan’s Big Scary Teeth’ — and what a story 

it was! The children made some brilliant predictions about 

where Alan might hide his teeth. But on Wednesday… Alan 

was missing! To help find him, we made wanted posters and 

wrote fantastic descriptions of Alan. Keep an eye out around 

school — you might just spot one! 

In Science, we explored how trees change across the seasons. 

We got creative with finger painting to show how leaves change 

colour and fall off. We’ve been talking about memories in 

History. We looked at a memory box filled with special items 

from our school journey so far. The children shared lovely 

stories about holidays and adventures, and they’re getting 

really good at using the words past and present. 

In Art, we’ve been experimenting with primary colours and 

printing. The children had so much fun making patterns using 

LEGO bricks. We’ve been keeping the beat in Music while 

singing our Friend Song. It’s lovely to hear everyone joining in 

and working together. In PE, we’ve been exploring different 

ways to move and improving our ability to follow instructions. 

Lots of giggles and great teamwork! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Paizlie Lawson and Abby Penn  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Wilson Short and Maggie Lawson  

It’s been another exciting week in Year 4, packed with 

creativity, discovery, and plenty of buzzing energy—

literally! 

This week, the classroom was alive with sound as the 

children explored circuits using buzzers for the very first 

time in science. They successfully connected components 

to make their buzzers work, and the results were loud and 

proud! 

The children have been busy designing their very own 

torches in D&T, which they’ll begin constructing next 

week. We’ve seen some brilliant ideas, from England flag 

designs to bold army camouflage patterns. The class can’t 

wait to see these imaginative concepts come to life! 

We’ve taken a step back in time to explore Victorian 

childhood in history. The children were fascinated (and 

sometimes shocked!) to learn about the jobs children 

used to do, from working in dangerous mines to acting as 

human scarecrows. It’s sparked some thoughtful 

discussions about how childhood has changed over time. 

This week, we’ve been deepening our understanding of 

place value, focusing on numbers up to 1,000. We have 

been adding, 100, 10 and 1 more to different values. The 

children enjoyed using base 10 equipment to represent 

and partition numbers in different ways. It was fantastic to 

see their confidence grow as they practiced problem-

solving and writing their numbers both in numerals and in 

words.  

In PSHE, we explored the theme of friendship conflict. The 

children reflected thoughtfully on how friendships can 

sometimes face challenges, and how these can be resolved 

with empathy and communication. They shared some 

brilliant ideas and practical steps for resolving 

disagreements, showing maturity and kindness.  

In Science, the children explored the human skeleton by 

identifying the positions of key bones. They then enjoyed 

applying their understanding to construct a model 

skeleton, carefully considering the placement of each 

bone. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 5 go to: 

Summer Mossop and Marlo Henderson  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to: 

Esther Blackburn and Rowan Jackson  

In maths we have been exploring large numbers—working with 

number lines up to 1,000,000, comparing and ordering numbers 

and rounding to the nearest 10, 100, or 1,000. 

In English, we’ve been crafting exciting adventure stories, using 

similes, onomatopoeia, and precise verbs to bring our writing to 

life. We’ve also started our entries for the BBC’s 500 Words 

competition, and some brilliant ideas are already taking shape. 

On Monday, we took part in a “What’s in Our Water?” workshop 

run by Earthwatch and STEM, joining the Great UK Water Blitz to 

help scientists understand the cleanliness of the UK’s freshwater. 

We also explored the water cycle in a fun and creative way. 

On Thursday, we became Hedgerow Heroes, investigating the 

hedges around our school grounds. We used tree identification 

tools to spot different species and looked closely at leaves, seeds, 

flowers, and bark for clues. Hedges are much more than 

boundaries—they provide homes and food for wildlife, clean the 

air, reduce flooding, and help fight climate change! 

Well Done Year 5! 

 

This week, we’ve been working incredibly hard on our handwriting. 

Our focus has been on consistency and ensuring letter formation is 

of an excellent standard. The children have really embraced the 

challenge, and we’ve been so impressed with their determination 

to improve and the pride they’ve shown in their work. It’s been 

wonderful to see them enjoying their handwriting practice and 

striving for their personal best. 

In maths, we’ve completed our unit on place value and moved on 

to the four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division. We’ve focused particularly on column addition and 

subtraction, and the children have tackled some tricky reasoning 

and problem-solving questions. Although some were a little 

hesitant at first, they rose to the challenge and ended up really 

enjoying the process! 

In science, we’ve continued our topic on classifying living things. 

This week, we explored warm-blooded vertebrates and used 

classification keys to sort animals based on their characteristics. 

Children made their own classification key by asking a series of 

yes/no questions that help narrow down and identify different 

species. The children showed great curiosity and worked 

thoughtfully through the activity. 
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Reception 97% 

Year 1 100% 

Year 2 96% 

Year 3 86% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 91% 

Year 6 98% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 26/09/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 95.01% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

      Safeguarding 

If you suspect that a child or young person is 

being, or is at risk of being significantly 

harmed as a result of abuse or neglect, you 

must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

Key Dates 

September 

29th—FODS AGM 

October 

3rd—School Individual Photos 

17th—House Afternoon 

22nd/23rd—Parent Teacher Meetings 2pm—5:30pm 

24th—3:15pm Half Term 

25th—FODS Pumpkin Picking  

November 

3rd—5th and 7th—Y4 Swimming 

6th—Finish 1:30pm (Professional Development Afternoon) 

10th—14th—Y5 Swimming 

11th—Odd Socks Day 

17th—21st—Y6 Swimming 

21st—Children in Need Day—wear pyjamas! 

24th—27th—Y3 Swimming 

26th—Y1/2 Dodgeball competition 

27th—Non uniform—Bring a Bottle Day 

28th—INSET Day 

December 

3rd—Puppet Assemblies 

3rd—Maryport Church Carol Service 

5th—Y2 and Y4 STEAM event at Netherhall 

6th— Dearham Winter Fair and Santa’s Grotto 

11th—Early Years’ Nativity 

11th—KS1 Christmas Show 

17th—KS2 Christmas Carol Concert 

18th—Christmas Parties 

19th—Break up at 1:30pm 


