Newsletter

Friday, 12th September 2025 Term 1 Week 2

Welcome Back

It was lovely to welcome the children back to school and to see so
many parents and carers at the ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings last
week. The children seem to have grown so much over the summer
break and it is great to see them so settled in their new
classrooms. We have a busy and exciting term ahead of us; an
outline of key dates can be found on page 8 of this newsletter.

Reading
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Sharing a book with your = i ng ®..®
child is one of the most methin DezyMaqwaI

powerful ways to support ..'.0. t can A’apf)en nx/'i/iyffngou O
their learning and spark their “read a gOGd beek
imagination. Just 10 minutes . B o e
a day can build vocabulary, u ' Rk = 8

boost confidence, and create ’/\,é-'\

special bonding moments.

Whether it's a bedtime story or chatting about a favourite
character, reading together helps children develop a lifelong love
of books.

Parking
Eﬁ I am pleased to see that the additional parking spaces

are helping to ease congestion at the end of the school
day. Please make full use of our playground and avoid blocking the
driveways of our neighbours.

Please do not block our access routes or gates.

[ X

Please name all uniform %
Last year we had a mountain of lost property —mostly'svclvwool
uniform items without names. To help us reunite items with their
rightful owners, please ensure all clothing is clearly labelled with
your child’s name. A simple name tag can save a lot of time (and
tears)! Thank you for your support in keeping our lost property pile
to a minimum.
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Gold Games Mark

We are delighted to announce ;;’ N
that Dearham Primary School =

has been awarded the Gold é m §<
Games Mark as recognition for {
our commitment to PE through GOLD ;

sporting competitions and our \_302‘/12”,
curriculum delivery. e

Headlice

They’re back... This is a gentle reminder to stay
vigilant about head lice, which can occasionally make
their way through schools. While head lice are not
dangerous and do not carry disease, they can be a
nuisance and spread quickly through close contact.

What to Look For:

e  Persistent itching of the scalp

e Small white eggs (nits) near the base of hair
shafts

e Live lice, which are tiny and move quickly

What You Can Do:
e Check your child’s hair regularly, especially
behind the ears and at the nape of the neck
e Treat promptly with over-the-counter remedies

or consult a pharmacist or GP for advice
e  Wash bedding, hats, and hairbrushes thoroughly
Remind children not to share personal items like
combs or hats
If your child does have head lice, please inform the
school so we can take appropriate steps to reduce
further spread. Rest assured, we handle these
situations with discretion and

care.

Thank you for keeping our
school community healthy and
comfortable.
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WRAP AROUND
AFTER SCHOOL

AVAILABLE UNTIL4.30PM OR 5.30PM

Week beginning 15" September

Monday - Board Games
Tuesday - Craft fun
Wecdnesday - Mini Disco Party
Thursday - Sports fun
Friday - Free Play

Snacks &refreshments included

After School Activities

We are delighted to be launching our Term 1a After School Activities programme. There will be six sessions starting week
beginning 15™ September. This period will finish week beginning 20" October. A new programme will start after Half Term.

All activities are £3 per session. Please sign up via ScoPay.

After School Activities are more than just a way to occupy time. They contribute to the social, emotional, physical and

intellectual growth of a child.

The activities for this half term are as follows:

TERM 1a Mondays Tuesdays Thursdays
Board Games Club Film Club LEGO Club
Mrs. Kirkbride and Miss Scott Mrs. Cresswell Miss Taylor
Years 1 and 2 ‘i :
=
Bench ball Art and Craft Science Club
Miss Burgess Mrs. Clayton Mrs. Lucey
Years 3 and 4 .q'\ 1/ -
Nature Quest Football Craft Club
Miss Clarke and Miss Aun Carl (Sports Coach) Mrs. Hope and

Mrs. Hitchen

Years 5and 6 @ @ O
s ©
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Friends of Dearham School—FODS -

/
FODS is our Dearham Primary ;*& $£
. _ Friends Of
School PTA. They are a fantastic R Dacrhear Schodl

group who work together, with the

school, to provide the added- -

extras for our pupils. Events

coming up this term include the Pumpkin Picking event
at the end of October and Santa’s Grotto at the start of
December. If you are interested in being a part of FODS
then please contact the Chairperson, Rachael Oultram
on fodsteam@outlook.com.

All participation is welcome, however small.

The Annual General Meeting will take place on
Monday, 29th September at 6pm in the school hall. All
are welcome to attend. Refreshments provided!

Attendance

Although we are aiming for 100% attendance every day, we
understand that there are times when a child is sick and
cannot come to school. It is vital that you inform us as early
as possible if your child is absent. Our procedures mean that
if we have not heard from you by 9:45am and are unable to
make contact, we will visit the home and then call the police.
The easiest way to keep us informed is via the Studybugs
app.

Download the
Studybugs app
for reporting your
child’s absence.

A quick and secure way to report absence due
to illness and send messages to school.

Studybugs ®

Attendance &
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Attendance is 99% or higher.
Always in school on time.

Attendance is 96% or higher.
Always in school on time.

Attendance falls below 96%

Attendance is below 90% or
frequently late to school.

Regular attendance at school is important to get the best
possible start in life.

Missing School = Missing Out

@ Changing Lives

Attendance

What the new rules mean for me

0002

I'm a single parent of one child and we want to go on holiday for a week.
Your holiday will not be authorised and you muse talk to th 1 before you book anything because your

child will miss 5 school days you may be given a penaley ne he Local Authority. The fine is £160

the
duced to £80.

but if you pay it in 21 dayy it will be re

For every child a penalty is given

| 9259

A -
+£160 + £160 + £160 +£160
4 children & 1 adule = £640

Regular Attendance

© O

1 your child is abient for 10 ar more sessions in 10

4% b wecks and theis absences are umauthorised the school
will consider prosecution.

4 children & 2 parents

=£12%0
Reduced to £640 if paid in
21 days

Reduced ro £320 if paid in 21 days

For a family of two parents

8-2-32-5
+L160 +5£160 +£160 +£160
O o @

f in any petiod of no more than 3 years, 2ND TIME IRD TIME
your child has a 2nd and 3¢d leave of 2 parens and... A penalry notice fine will not be given.
absence or pattern of irregular 1 child <0320 Yout case will be taken to court
atcendance... 2 childeen « €640 A magistrate can fine each parent £2500 for
3 children =£960  cach child

4 children = £1280
| parent &4 children « £10,000
2 parents & 4 children = £20,000
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NURSERY

We have had an extremely busy first week back in our
Nursery. The returning children have been extremely &
welcoming to their new friends which has made us so
proud.

Together the class have explored both the indoor and
outdoor provision. Highlights have included using chalk
to draw around our silhouettes, painting including
making handprints and learning our school "Kindness"
song.

Staff have been working hard to teach the children our
Nursery routines. We are using a "now and next"
board to support this.

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards go to:

All Nursery children

Rlecle Pt i Bn}

We're so pleased to share that your children have all settled
beautifully into the Reception environment. It’s been a joy |
for all the adults to get to know them and discover what %¢
they enjoy. Their enthusiasm and curiosity have made the
first week truly special. The children have loved spending
time in all the different areas, both indoors and outdoors.

One lovely moment was seeing them outside, mark-making
with chalks on the chalkboard wall — such creativity and
focus! This week, we’ve been playing a fun game where we
mix up the letters in your child’s name to see if they can put
them in the correct order. Many children have even started
copying their names independently — we’re so impressed
with their progress! The children have also painted their
own self-portraits. Each one is unique and full of
personality. We can’t wait to display them in our classroom
for everyone to admire.

We've been reading The Colour Monster, a wonderful story
that helps children explore and understand emotions.
We’ve talked about different feelings and when we might
experience them. The children also coloured their own
Colour Monsters — they look fantastic! It’s been a super
first week, and we’re so proud of how well everyone has
settled in. We’re looking forward to many more exciting Carson Stephenson, Briar Hetherington, Libby Bell
adventures together!

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Reception go to

and Aurora Grimble

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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Wow — what a fantastic start to Year 1! We are so impressed with
how well the children have settled into their new routines. We’ve
jumped straight into our formal learning and started by revisiting
the digraphs we learnt in Reception. The children have shown
great confidence.

In English, our new book this term is ‘Alan’s Big Scary Teeth’.
We've been learning about the differences between crocodiles
and alligators, and the children came up with some brilliant |
adjectives to describe alligators. 7

In Maths, we’ve been counting objects and representing them
using counters. The children have shown amazing independence
when tackling mathematical problems.

We've started exploring seasons and weather in Science. The
children matched different types of weather to the correct
seasons and talked about the changes we’ve noticed as we move
from summer to autumn. Lots of great observations.

This week in Art, we got messy and creative mixing primary A
colours. We painted our hands with two different colours and

rubbed them together to see what secondary colour we could
make. In PE, we met our new coach Carl! The children had a

brilliant time focusing on throwing, catching, and aiming. This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 1 go to:

Y 2 Ayla Little and Bobby Herve
=Qr

Year 2 have had a fantastic first week back! Well done to all the
children for settling in and showing kindness to one and other
whilst navigating a new classroom.

The children started the year focusing on our new English unit
'Stick Man' by Julia Donaldson. The children found some
wonderful stick men and used these to role play when retelling
the story and talking about Stick Man's feelings. They also
identified rhyming couplets to write their own part of the story.

In Maths we began our Place Value topic. We have been working
with base 10 to partition numbers to 100. We also practiced
writing the answers in words as well as numerals.

In Science, we began to learn all about habitats and the
characteristics of living things. We discussed what makes a living
thing and their similarities and differences.

The children used atlases to locate the 7 continents in

Geography. PSHE lead us to discussion about the meaning of
family and how families can appear in different ways. This linked ~ This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to:
nicely with our RE lesson where we shared things we are thankful Alfie Dickinson and Ava Donachy
for and ways to show thanks.

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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What a brilliant first week we’ve had in Year 3! It’s been

wonderful to welcome the children into the Juniors, and
we’re so proud of how well they’ve settled in.

We started the week by diving into our new class book, ‘The
Incredible Book Eating Boy’. The children absolutely loved the
story and were full of ideas during our discussions about the
plot and characters. We’ll be using this book as inspiration
for our upcoming narrative writing—exciting things to come!

In Science, we’ve started our Animals: Nutrition and
Movement unit. This week, we explored skeletons and
learned some new key vocabulary like exoskeleton and
endoskeleton. The children compared the skeletons of
different living things. To help understand how joints work,
they created fantastic models of the human skeleton.

In Music, we’ve been learning all about ballads. We listened

to and compared five different ballads and the children had a

great time expressing themselves through movement . This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to:

Y 4 Poppy McManus and Frazer McMullan
-Qr
-/ . . 7

Year 4 have had a brilliant and busy start to the year.

In Maths this week, we’ve been diving into place value—exploring how
each digit in a number has its own special value depending on its
position. Using base 10 equipment, the children have been
representing numbers all the way up to 10,000. It’s been great to see
their confidence grow as they break down big numbers into thousands,
hundreds, tens and ones.

We’ve begun our exciting journey into the world of ‘How to Train Your '
Dragon’ in English. The children have been getting to know the quirky
characters and discussing how they feel at different points in the story. _
There’s been lots of thoughtful conversation about emotions, bravery, &= '
and what it means to be a hero—even if you're not the biggest Viking
in the tribe!

Electricity has sparked our curiosity this week in Science! We’ve been
learning how to build simple circuits, and the children have loved
experimenting with switches to turn bulbs on and off. It’s been a hands
-on experience that’s lit up the classroom—literally!

In History, we've travelled back in time to explore childhoods through
the ages. From Roman sandals to Victorian schoolrooms, we’ve been

comparing what life was like for children in different historical periods.
The children were fascinated to learn what has changed—and what This week’s HeadteachersAwards in Year 4 go to

has stayed the same—across Roman, Tudor and Victorian times. Brooklyn Robertson and Ember Scott

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP
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It’s been a busy week in Maths as the class tackled increasingly
large numbers. We started with reading and writing numbers
up to 10,000, and then moved on to exploring numbers to
100,000. From there, we worked with numbers up to 1,000,000,
using real-world examples and practising reading and writing
numbers to 1,000,000 in both digits and words.

Beyond Maths, we’ve been impressed by children showcasing
their carpentry skills by bringing in and sending photos of ——
projects they have been working on at home—Sofia’s planter,

o

) (3 )
sbd .

Oscar’s planter, and Finn’s stool were fantastic examples of
creativity and craftsmanship.

In English, our writing is inspired by our new class book Gorilla,
which has already sparked thoughtful and imaginative ideas.

In Geography, our topic this half term is the importance of
oceans. We began with a discussion on how we can protect our
Oceans before moving on to studying trading routes, putting
our map skills into action. We all learnt a very catchy song too
to help us remember Earth's oceans!

vﬁm 6 . MATT GOODFELLOW

Our Year 6 pupils have hit the ground running, embracing their AL -

new roles with enthusiasm and maturity. Class jobs have been
handed out, and already they are proving to be excellent role
models for the younger children across the school.

In Maths, we’ve begun our journey into place value, exploring
numbers all the way up to 10,000,000. We have worked on
reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers to
10,000,000 and understanding the value of each digit.

In English, we’ve started our exciting unit on Macbeth. We're
comparing a book adaptation of the play to a film version,
discussing how the story is portrayed differently and what
impact that has on the audience. We’ve also chosen our class
book for the term: The Final Year. It's a heartwarming and
humorous story about a group of Year 6 pupils navigating their
last year of primary school. From friendship dramas to school
trips and SATs stress, it's a relatable and entertaining read.
There have already been lots of laughs, and we’re looking
forward to discovering what happens next!

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to:

Emily Oultram and Lacey-Jo Wilkinson Illustrated by Joe Todd-Stanton

~
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Key Dates SRR Attendance C
September — B B e e
5 = : Attendance for week ending 12/09/25

23rd—Parent and Carers Coffee morning

(Please note that Nursery is not included as
29th—FODS AGM

this is non-statutory education)
October

Whole School Attendance = 96.12%
3rd—School Individual Photos

17th—House Afternoon Reception 98%
22nd/23rd—Parent Teacher Meetings 2pm—5:30pm Year 1 98%
24th—3:15pm Half Term : Year 2 96%
25th—FODS Pumpkin Picking 7

Year 3 92%
November

Year 4 98%
3rd—5th and 7th—Y4 Swimming

o _ Year 5 98%
6th—Finish 1:30pm (Professional Development Afternoon)
)

10th—14th—Y5 Swimming Yean6 96%

11th—0Odd Socks Day

17th—21st—Y6 Swimming

Safeguarding
21st—Children in Need Day—wear pyjamas!

24th—27th—Y3 Swimming If you suspect that a ? c c
26th—Y1/2 Dodgeball competition child or young person is

being, or is at risk of
27th—Non uniform—Bring a Bottle Day

Cumbria Safeguarding

being Signiﬁcantly Children Partnership
28th—INSET Day harmed as a result of
December abuse or neglect, you must report this
immediately by calling the Cumberland
3rd—Puppet Assemblies Safeguarding Hub on:
3rd—Maryport Church Carol Service 0333 240 1727

5th—Y2 and Y4 STEAM event at Netherhall o o
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility.

6th— Dearham Winter Fair and Santa’s Grotto Our designated Safeguarding team are:

11th—Early Years’ Nativity

11th—KS1 Christmas Show Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny

. DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny
17th—KS2 Christmas Carol Concert

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton

18th—Christmas Parties

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton
19th—Break up at 1:30pm

EXCELLENCE | CARE PARTNERSHIP
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Tri Lakeland ™

Juniors

Brief overview of the competition:

DATE- Saturday 27" September 2025

COST-£5.00 cash on the day.

TIME- starts first race 10.30am,

VENUE- 5t Bees School, Weod Lane, St Bees, CA27 0DS

RACES- Youngest age limit is 8 years old, using Tristar guidelines
Race for ages 8-10, Swim 150m, grass cycle 2Zkm, grass run 1.2km,
Aga 11-12, Swaim 200m, grass cycle 4km, grass run 1.8km

Aga 13-14, Swim 300m, Grass cycle bkm, grass run 2.4km,

Aga 15+ (SuperSprint youth), Swim 300m, Grass cycle 8km, grass run Z.4km.
HOW CAN 1 JOIN INJENTER?

I you are not a member of the Junior Tr Lakeland club, you will be required to fill in a paper copy
of the temporary membership form on the day, before the race. This sllows us to be Insured
correctly for the avent,

As a guide for numbers, we would like you to contact us via email and (et us know you wish to
enter, so we are approximately prepared for the right size of entrants on the day,

Email using the website contact form www.irilakelandjunicrs.co.uk

Or message using facebook page.

You will need a bike, that does not have 1o be fancy or expensive, but it must be safe and
roadworthy/working. All cyclists need to wear helmets, but only during the cycling section.

Swimming costume and old T shirt/shorts and tralners are fine, you do not need to invest in any
specialist clothing.

The idea the event is to have ago and have fun.

Please jon us =

EXCELLENCE | CARE | PARTNERSHIP



