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Friday, 2nd May 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 2 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Professor Pumpernickel 

On Monday, our school was thrilled to welcome the eccentric Professor 

Pumpkernickel for a fun-filled morning of science! Funded by FODS, with 

exploding experiments, he wowed the children with his demonstrations of 

chemistry, biology and physics. He showed that science isn’t just about 

facts—it’s full of surprises, laughter and wonder. Children were inspired, 

amazed and ready to explore the world of science themselves. 

The sun is here! 

What a glorious 

week we have 

had. It has been wonderful to take our 

learning outside the classroom this week 

and you will see a variety of outdoor 

activities from classes across the school. 

Please ensure that your child has a water 

bottle, suncream and a hat, as 

appropriate. 

8th May 2025 

Wear red, white and blue to school.  

We shall be celebrating the 80th anniversary 

of VE Day across the classes with a variety of 

activities on Thursday. 

FODS Meeting—Help wanted! 

On Wednesday, 7th May there will be a 

FODS meeting at school at 6pm. We shall 

be finalising preparations for the Summer 

Fete. We would like as many people as 

possible to come along to help and 

support with this. Refreshments provided. 
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Early Years’ News Page  3 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Angel Chinyama and Harper Wright  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Ella Cant and Archie Smyth  

Continuing with our topic this half term 'Traditional Tales', our 

book for this week is The Gingerbread Man! We have enjoyed 

listening to the story and have been discussing all the 

different characters from the story. We have used our 

repeated refrains to retell the story using puppets.  

As the sun has been shining, we have spent a lot of time 

exploring our outdoor area and have set up a lovely sheltered 

canopy under the trees, for the children to read and they 

have even set up their own camp! 

In phonics this week our new sound is 'b'. We have been 

playing lots of phonics games such as 'What's in the Box?', 

'Bertha the Bus is going to the Zoo' and have been practising 

out syllable clapping.  

In Maths we have been investigating shapes and spent lots of 

time problem solving in our outdoor area, bringing the water 

tray outside, with all the resources, to help us stay cool!  

This week in Maths we have been learning about sorting 
objects using different criteria. We have looked at objects of 
different sizes and colour and described what they noticed. 
They then started sorting their own objects and using 
different criteria. 
   
In English, we have been looking at ‘The Rainbow Fish’. The 
children have drawn the Rainbow Fish and thought of 
adjectives to describe him. They have also drawn the setting 
of the story and wrote a sentence using adjectives to 
describe it. 
  
Our challenges have all been based on under the sea. We 
started off the week looking at pollution in the sea and how 
we can help this. We put rubbish in our water and sand tray 
and the children used tweezers to get it out. The children 
also labelled sea creatures and wrote down what they could 
see under the sea. They have been reading words, stacking 
coral to find the answer, using tens frames to answer the 
calculation, adding sea creatures together to find out how 
many there are altogether, making their own Rainbow Fish 
and cutting out creatures to make their own under the sea 
picture.  
 
This week we have also been into the hall to see Professor 
Pumpernickel, which the children thoroughly enjoyed. 



 4 

 

Key Stage 1 News Page  4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 2 go to: 

Alexander Bryden and Jaxon Long  

This week’s Headteacher’s 

Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Ava Donachy and Owen Wilson  

In English we've dived into our new focus book, Beegu. The 

children have been making inferences based on the 

illustrations and joining sentences together using the word 

"and". In Maths, our focus has been on length and height. The 

children have been exploring terms like ‘taller’, ‘shorter’, and 

‘longer’. We've measured objects and ourselves using cubes 

and then moved on to using rulers in centimetres. Everyone is 

mastering the new terminology! 

Science this half term is all about plants. An afternoon was 

spent planting trees in our forest school area and learning how 

to care for saplings. The children have drawn diagrams of 

flowers and labelled their parts, using magnifying glasses to 

examine the different parts closely. For History our topic is 

explorers. The children are fascinated by famous explorers and 

their incredible discoveries. 

 

In Computing the children have combined their laptop skills to 

create animated storybooks. Some have crafted their own 

stories from scratch, while others are retelling their favourite 

books. And finally, in Music we've become ‘pitch superheroes’, 

identifying changes in pitch within pieces of music. 

We have had a lovely, busy week in Year 2 this week. In 

English, we began our new book 'How to Hide a Lion' and 

the children practised writing questions, exclamations and 

statements using the correct punctuation marks. 

In Maths, the children have mastered multiplication and 

division of 2, 5 and 10. We also looked at adding 3-digit 

numbers by subitising in our Mastery Maths lessons. 

In Science, the children planted their own sweet pea plants. 

We are completing a comparative investigation by changing 

the conditions of three of the plants and observing their 

growth. We also spent some time with Year 1 in the forest 

school, working together to plant trees that had kindly been 

donated to the school. 

In Art we made 3D maps, based on our work from the 

previous week and inspired by Emma Johnson. Well done a 

Year 2!  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Mila Hetherington and Isaac Moore  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Poppy Hindmoor and Oliver McManus  

This week in Maths, the children have been working hard to 

develop a secure understanding of mass, focusing on adding 

kilograms and grams. We're proud of the progress they've 

made and are looking forward to moving on to millilitres, 

litres, and exploring volume next week. 

In Art, we continued our learning about the artist Robert 

Morris and sculpture. The children used 2D card to create 3D 

shapes and collaborated to build an interactive exhibition for 

the whole school to enjoy. We also held a 

special assembly where we encouraged all classes to reflect 

on the question: What is art? 

PE saw the exciting start of our Athletics unit. We were 

particularly impressed with the children's enthusiasm and 

talent in the long jump – a fantastic beginning! 

In Science, we began a new topic on plant reproduction, with 

children showing great curiosity and engagement as we 

explored how plants grow. 

Year 4 have embraced the new topics that they have started 

this term. In History, we are going to compare the Anglo 

Saxon and Mayan civilizations. We began this week by 

exploring how the Ancient Maya settled in the rainforest. 

Did you know that chocolate’s 4000 year history began in 

the Mayan civilization? 

This term in English, we are reading the classic Roald Dahl 

novel, Charlie and the Chocolate factory. In reading, we will 

draw inferences, such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence. 

On Monday, we really enjoyed the visit by Professor 

Pumpkernickel. One of our favourite demonstrations was 

seeing how sound travels in waves. Using a speaker and a 

spotlight, he was able to make a green dot dance all over 

the screen. We are now excited for our own science lessons 

where we will be exploring habitats and classifying animals. 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6 go to: 

Raffy Shoaib and Moiz Shoaib 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 5 go to: 

Jack Gibson and Chloe Tubman  

In English, we began reading the book Beowulf. The children 

are really enjoying it because it is about a monster who kills 

lots of people and a hero comes along destroys him with his 

army. The children have written a CV for Beowulf and come 

up with their own skills that Beowulf should have in his 

armour to kill the monster, Grendel.  

In Maths, we have started looking at angles. The children are 

learning how to use a protractor to measure the degrees in a 

variety of different angles. We have also looked at how to 

identify an acute, an obtuse and a reflex angle.  

In Science, the children had a Space workshop. During the 

session, they studied how the moon rotates around the Earth 

and how the Earth rotates around the Sun.  

In History, we have looked at a census from the 1800's. From 

studying closely, they worked out it was from Queen Victoria 

when she lived in Buckingham Palace. From the information 

on a census the children completed a class one. 

 

This week in Year 6 has been packed with activities and 

learning! We've been hard at work revising for our upcoming 

tests. In maths, we've tackled the concepts of area, 

perimeter, and volume. Our English lessons have focused on 

revising word classes, clauses, punctuation, and spelling. 

In Art, we kicked off our new sculpture unit, using clay to 

express our creativity. We molded, used clay tools, and 

assembled our very own sculptures.  

Excitingly, we've also handed out parts for our upcoming 

show, Peter Pan. We've started learning the pirate dance and 

are already getting the hang of some catchy songs. It's been a 

busy and fun-filled week! 
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Reception 100% 

Year 1 93.2% 

Year 2 90.7% 

Year 3 99.1% 

Year 4 95.8% 

Year 5 94.1% 

Year 6 96.4% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 02/05/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  96 % 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

May 

5th—Bank Holiday (School closed) 

6th—After School Activities begin 

7th—Nursery Open Afternoon (New Families) 

7th—6:00pm FODS Meeting—all welcome! 

8th—VE Day—wear red, white, blue 

12th—15th—Year 6 SATs Week 

16th—Y6 Trip to UCLan , Preston 

20th—EY/KS1 Sports Day—am 

21st—KS2 Sports Day—am 

22nd—Class Photos 

23rd—Break up for Half Term 

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a 

child or young person is 

being, or is at risk of 

being significantly 

harmed as a result of 

abuse or neglect, you must report this 

immediately by calling the Cumberland 

Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

      House Points 

Pupils can earn House Points through lots of ways: exhibiting the 

school values, being polite and helpful, following rules, trying their 

best, producing good work etc.  

132 135 143 


