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Friday, 7th March 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 8 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

World Book Day Celebrations! 

We had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day with lots of fun activities. Children dressed as 
their favourite book characters, took part in a National Literacy Trust online quiz, and enjoyed 
shared reading with parents and friends. 

A big highlight was the decorate a potato challenge, where children transformed potatoes into 
brilliant book characters! 

Thank you to everyone who joined in and made the day so special. 
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76 91 

House Points 

This week’s house points are as follows: 

112 

Wednesday, 12th March 2025 

We are looking forward to welcoming Rock Kidz to Dearham Primary 

School next Wednesday. They are going to transform our school hall 

into a rock concert venue and present workshops to children from 

Reception to Year 6 on the theme of ‘Taking Bullying Down’. The day 

will end with a whole school after party. 

The Rock Kidz team will set up a Meet n Greet stall outside the main 

reception area at 3pm. Parents and carers will be able to meet the 

team and purchase any merchandise that is for sale. 

Rock Kidz On Tour - Primary Workshops That Rock!  

 
School Safety 

Keeping our pupils safe is our 
number one priority. Every term, we 
carry out a fire drill to ensure that 
our children know what to do in the 
event of a fire. In our last fire drill, 
we evacuated and accounted for all 
of our community in just over 3 
minutes. 

It is important though that we all know what we would do and 
how we would behave in the event of  an external threat. A 
lockdown drill is a practice that prepares people for how to 
respond to a threat or dangerous situation by locking down a 
building. This morning, we carried out a lockdown drill and all 
of the children responded brilliantly. We explained that there 
are lots of reasons why we might need to lockdown, such as a 
dangerous animal on the playground.. A special shout out to 
Nursery and Year 4 who were the quietest and most difficult 
class for Mrs. Busigny to find. 

Y3 and Y4 Spring Show—27th March 2025 

Our Lower Key Stage 2 pupils are busy preparing for 

their end of term performance. Through this heart-

warming musical production, they will deliver the 

message that regardless of what other people may 

think, we are loved and valued, just as we are. 

Tickets for Y3/4 families will be available from 

Monday. There will be two shows, at 2pm and 4pm. 

Each family will be able to reserve 2 tickets per family, 

per show. Tickets are free. 

Please see the costume letter sent home this week and 

do not hesitate to let us know if you need any helping 

sourcing any items. 

https://www.rockkidzuk.com/ontour
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Early Years’ News 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Archie Shaw and Robyn Weightman  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Oscar Aitken and Keeley-Rae Weaver  

This week, Nursery made the most of the beautiful weather 
when we went on a Spring Walk. The children found lots of signs 
of Spring including blossom and buds on our Forest School trees. 
The children made great links to last weeks Rainbow topic when 
they found purple crocuses, yellow daffodils and white 
snowdrops. We also used our senses to feel the heat of the sun 
on our skin. We listened to the sounds of Spring including the 
tweeting of chicks in the nests in the hedgerows.  
 

On Shrove Tuesday, we learned about Pancake Day traditions 
around the world. At our Creative Station the children designed 
their perfect pancake with toppings such as ice-cream, sprinkles, 
chocolate and banana. 
 

On Thursday, we enjoyed dressing up for World Book Day. The 
highlight was welcoming our grown-ups and siblings into our 
classroom to share some of our favourite stories including The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar from our "Terrific 10" core books and 
the traditional tale Little Red Riding Hood.  
 

Mark-making has been a big child led interest this week so we 
got busy making daffodils for our Spring Garden display, book 
marks for world book day and worked as a team to create a 
giant picture that spread right across our classroom. 

This week in Reception we have been looking at a book 
called ‘The Gruffalo’. We read the book and drew The 
Gruffalo and thought of adjectives to describe him. We have 
also drawn one of the settings in the story. 

In Maths, we have been looking at different ways to make 
number 5 and learning the song 5 Little Aliens. We have then 
used a double dice frame to start exploring number 6 and 7. 
The children have been doing lots of Gruffalo related 
activities. They have found the correct number of animals for 
the Gruffalo café, they have used tweezers to put pom poms 
on the Gruffalo, they have made a Gruffalo with 2D shapes, 
they have coloured and cut out their own Gruffalo mask, 
they have labelled the characters from the story and they 
have counted how many woodland animals they could find.  

On Tuesday, we had a special snack ‘pancakes’. They loved 
choosing all the different toppings to go onto their pancake 
and of course eating them. 

On Thursday it was World Book Day and it was lovely to see 
the children dressed up; they all looked amazing. We did lots 
of lovely activities throughout the day including, sharing a 
book with KS2. 

Well done Reception, you have worked hard this week.  
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Hunter Campbell and Hayden Gee 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go to: 

Hunter Blaylock and Sonny Barker  

What an exciting week we’ve had in Year 1! 

In English, we’ve been making some predictions about where 
Morris the Mole might pop up next. The children came up with 
some really imaginative ideas, using fantastic adjectives to 
describe all the animals that Morris could meet on his 
adventures! 

In Maths, we’ve been mastering doubles! The children have had 
a great time playing games to practice their doubles facts and 
are getting really confident with them. It’s been a fun and 
engaging way to learn! 

History has been a blast this week! The children brought in their 
favourite toys from home and shared with the class why they 
love them, what they’re made of, and how they compare to toys 
from the past. It was lovely hearing all about the toys our 
grandparents might have played with. 

Finally, we loved celebrating World Book Day on Thursday! We 
kicked off the day by sharing our favourite stories with our 
grown-ups, then got busy designing our own bookmarks and 
recreating the front cover of our favourite books. We used 
potatoes to create characters from our favourite stories—it was 
so much fun!  

In English, the children looked at the features of a letter. In the 
character of Stanley, they planned and wrote wonderful letters 
in response to their friend Arthur who has invited them to visit 
him in California! We also celebrated World Book Day on 
Thursday. In their fabulous costumes, the children enjoyed 
reading books with their parents, siblings and older members of 
school. As well as painting potatoes and designing book covers 
and characters. 
 

In Maths the children have worked extremely hard to find 
change using money. The children practiced this by role playing 
being cashiers and customers in the Year 2 shop. They combined 
their knowledge of giving exact coins, adding pence and giving 
change from a pound and applied these skills practically. We 
finished off the week looking at two step number problems 
involving money and how to solve them. 
 

In Science, we learned which offspring come from which parent 
animal. We focused on the lifecycle of frogs, chickens and 
butterflies. In History, the children learned about the first flight 
and to understand why this was a significant event. The children 
created freeze frames to show the emotions and actions of all 
those involved including eyewitnesses and the Wright Brothers 
themselves!  
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Summer Mossop and Poppy Hindmoor 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

Paizlie Lawson and Zachary Fidler  

We have had an exciting and enriching week in Year 3, filled with new 
learning experiences and memorable events. This week, we embarked 
on our new maths unit focusing on fractions. The children began by 
understanding the denominators of unit fractions and progressed to 
comparing and ordering them.  
 

In English, we continued our exploration of the story 'Black Rock.' The 
class took part in discussions and activities that brought the story to 
life, fostering a love for reading and storytelling. 
 

Tuesday was an extraordinary day as we celebrated Mars Day. The 
students embarked on a virtual journey to explore Mars, the 
International Space Station (ISS), and beyond!  They learned how the 
European Space Agency (ESA) trains astronauts for missions to the ISS 
and listened to inspiring stories from heroes of the UK space industry. 
A highlight of the day was a live session with astronaut Tim Peake 
during 'Mars Hour,' where he shared insights from his mission to the 
ISS, igniting curiosity and enthusiasm among the students. 
 

We also worked on an exciting space-themed project—designing and 
making our very own Mars Rovers! As part of this hands-on learning 
experience,  the class considered the key features their rover would 
need to explore the harsh Martian landscape. They thought carefully 
about how it would move across rocky terrain, how it would be 
powered, and what tools it would need to collect and analyse soil 
samples. From strong wheels to robotic arms, their creativity and 
problem-solving skills were out of this world! 

This week in Year 4, we have had a wonderfully busy time filled with 
exciting learning opportunities! 

On Monday, we had the pleasure of tuning into an online Music 
concert with Alis Huws, a talented freelance harpist and chamber 
musician. Alis, a former Royal Harpist who has performed for the 
Royal Family on numerous occasions, shared her music with us. It was 
brilliant to hear the harp, an instrument we don’t often come across 
in school. The children asked many insightful questions about her 
career and the instrument itself. 

On Wednesday, we travelled back in time to the days of the Anglo-
Saxons! Our Anglo-Saxon Day was packed with fascinating activities. 
We explored the everyday life, art, culture, and religion of the Anglo-
Saxons. The children particularly enjoyed delving into the Anglo-
Saxon language, learning new words, and discovering how many of 
them have shaped the language we use today. They even had the 
task of interpreting some tricky Anglo-Saxon words, which they took 
on with great enthusiasm. 

On Thursday we had our World Book Day celebrations! The class 
enjoyed completing book quizzes, engaging in paired reading 
sessions, and, most importantly, celebrating their love of books.  
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 5 go to: 

Emily Oultram and Mitchell Nicol  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6  go to: 

Lola Spriggs and Raife Morgan  

In Maths this week, we have been learning a new unit involving 
converting fractions into decimals by looking at the tenths and 
hundredths in different numbers and understanding their value. 
The children have worked really hard on it this week and  are 
feeling confident going forward to look at more challenging 
decimal problems. 
 

In English, we have been writing a newspaper report about a 
boy who destroyed a school using his explosive powers. The 
children wrote a introduction using the 5 W's to briefly summa-
rise the event, then they continued into the main body of the 
report using quotations from eye witnesses and using high level 
vocabulary to add extra details to describe the incident.  
 

In D&T, the children this week built a truss bridge using spa-
ghetti. They had to think carefully the design of it to make it 
strong. Going forward, they will be testing their bridge to see 
what weight it will hold and think of different ways they could 
improve it.see colours from sound'. 
 
In History, the children have started a new topic called Ancient 
Greece. This week, we looked at timelines and made our own 
using different colours for the different periods of time during 
the Ancient Greek civilisation. 
 

This week in Year 6, we have been exploring decimals in 
maths, focusing on multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, and 
1000. We have also been using LBQ to sharpen our arithmetic 
skills, and next week, we will move on to multiplying whole 
numbers by decimals.  

In SPAG, we have been learning about active and passive 
voice and have explored three types of verbs: action, linking 
and auxiliary verbs. 

In gymnastics, we have been practising balancing, working in 
pairs to mirror each other’s movements. We explored both 
symmetrical and asymmetrical balances.  

In History, we continued our study of significant figures, 
focusing on Queen Elizabeth I and Alfred the Great. We 
discussed why they are historically significant and explored 
the meaning of the word 'remarkable' in history, considering 
how their actions were reported both at the time and in later 
years. 
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Reception 87% 

Year 1 81% 

Year 2 88% 

Year 3 98% 

Year 4 94% 

Year 5 91% 

Year 6 98% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 07/03/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included as 

this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  92% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

March 

12th—Rock Kidz 

14th—Year 5 Day at Netherhall cancelled 

19th and 20th—Parent Teacher Meetings 

21st—Red Nose Day 

25th—Lego League Competition 

26th—Y5/6 Tag Rugby Team at Netherhall 

26th—6pm—FODS Meeting 

27th—Y3 and Y4 Show ‘You Are Special’ 

April 

4th—Easter Extravaganza Afternoon 

4th—End of Term 2 Break up 3:15pm 

21st—Bank Holiday 

22nd—Start of Term 3 

28th—Professor Pumpernickel Science Show  

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a 

child or young person is 

being, or is at risk of 

being significantly 

harmed as a result of 

abuse or neglect, you must report this 

immediately by calling the Cumberland 

Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

     Cups 

Congratulations to this week’s Courtesy Cup winners: 

Early Years— Kodi Graham 

Key Stage 1— Cohen Parker  

Lower Key Stage 2— Piper Rumney 

Upper Key Stage 2— Mitchell Nicol 

Well done to Joshua Copeland in Year 6, who was 

awarded the Community Cup for making and selling 

pencil toppers to raise money for the Boys’ and 

Girls’ Brigades. 
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