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Friday, 31st January 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

97 114 99 

Friends of Dearham School, Maryport are now 
registered with easyfundraising, which means you can 
raise FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 8,000 retailers will donate to us when 
you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 
extra cost to yourself! 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG 
difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you 
could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
 
You can find our easyfundraising page by following 
this link: LINK 

Easy Fundraising 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-dearham-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Early Years’ News 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 

Imogen Lister and Kodi Graham  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Tahnee Holmes and Reginald Thompson  

Last week, we invited our Reception friends to visit for an 
afternoon. We were delighted when they brought a  selection of 
games and puzzles from their classroom to share with us. We 
discussed the importance of following rules when playing games .  
 

On Wednesday 29th January it was Chinese New Year. In Chinese 
culture this marked the start of the ‘Year of the Snake’. We began 
by locating China on a map and learned about Chinese culture in 
China and all around our diverse world. We made comparisons to 
New Years celebrations in our country as both celebrate new 
beginnings, involve family gatherings and/or spending time with 
loved ones, and bright and noisy fireworks displays. 
 

In our creation station some children made Chinese lanterns and 
decorated them beautifully. We made red lanterns as the colour 
red represents "good luck" and "prosperity" in Chinese culture. 
 

The children learned about Chinese food and we had a go at using 
chopsticks to pick up noodles. Everyone loved learning the 
importance of "the dragon dance" which is performed as part of 
Chinese New Year celebrations. We talked about the vibrant 
colours, music and movements of the dragon puppet. 

This week in Reception we have been learning all about Chinese 

New Year and all our activities have linked to this. We watched 

Jo Jo and Gran Gran and we found out about Chinese New Year. 

We then found China on our globe and saw that Beijing is the 

capital city. We looked at all the different traditions and we read 

the story about the Lunar New Year. In our tuff tray we had stick 

puppets of all the animals so the children could retell the story. 

We found out the children were born in the Year of the Rat.  

In class the children played Lunar New Year bingo, they used 

chopsticks to put the right amount of pom poms on the lanterns, 

they made snake hats, they coloured in a 2025 picture of the 

snake using the key to colour it the right colours, they coloured 

and wrote names of some of the animals, the found the right 

amount of coins for the red envelopes and they ordered the 

numbers 1-10 onto the dragon.  

On Friday we made lanterns, lucky red envelopes and we tried 

some Chinese food. The children tried prawn crackers, rice, 

noodles and fortune cookies.  

What a super week you have had Reception and it was so lovely 

to see all your happy faces back in school now you’re feeling 

better.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Sonny Sowerby and Alex Chinyama  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 1 go 

to: 

Harlan Walker and Marcie Marsden  

In English the children have been busy planning their own 
acrostic poems for a fun writing competition. They've let 
their imaginations run wild, creating unique monsters and 
using their names to describe them. In Maths, we've been 
diving into teen numbers. The class are getting to grips with 
the composition of numbers up to 20, exploring the tens 
and ones to better understand how numbers work 
together.  

Our sense of smell took centre stage in Science this week! 
The children had a blast guessing what was hidden in the 
cups using their noses.  In Geography we’ve been learning 
all about the compass points. The class enjoyed playing 
games to travel in different directions, and everyone had 
fun exploring North, South, East, and West. In Religious 
Education, the children have been reading the story of 
Abraham and learning about God's promise. It’s been a 
great opportunity to discuss faith and the importance of 
promises. 

In Music, we explored pitch using xylophones. The children 
had a great time playing high and low notes, experimenting 
with different sounds and discovering the range of the 
instrument. Our 3D paper sculpting skills were put to the 
test as we created a beautiful tree of life in Art. 

In English this week the children have planned and written a 
narrative in role as the Colour Monster. The children also 
made their own sock monsters! 
 

In Maths, the children have sorted 2D shapes and began to 
work on 3D shapes. We reminded ourselves of the names of 
3D shapes and used concrete resources to count the edges, 
faces and vertices. 
 

In Science, the children carried out an experiment to test 
strength. They used dictionaries as a base for their bridges. 
They then folded paper 5 different ways and measured which 
type of fold could hold the most multilink blocks. We 
recorded our findings on a block graph and shares our 
conclusions as a class. 
 

In Geography, the children sketched maps of Dearham village 
based on an aerial map we found on Google Earth. We 
created our own map key to include places in our local area 
which are wonderful such as: Bella Pizza, school, the church 
and the post office. The children marked these on their 
maps. 
 

In Art, the children used primary colours to create patterns 
on coloured pieces of card. These have been cut up and will 
be used next week to make some collages in the style of 
artist Romare Bearden. 
 

Well done Year 2! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 4 go to: 

Charlie Ross and Poppy Hindmoor  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 3 go to: 

William Shaw and Isaac Moore  

In Maths this week, we introduced remainders to our division 
work! The children have been practising dividing numbers and 
understanding how to handle any leftover parts. It has been 
great to see them apply their knowledge to solve real-life 
problems and become more confident with division! In English, 
we’ve been working hard on writing and editing a character 
description of Mrs. Tredagar from The Green Ship. The children 
have been focusing on using detailed adjectives and vivid 
language to really bring the character to life. They’ve shown 
fantastic creativity in their writing!  

In DT, we’ve continued creating our cushions, using a range of 
stitches. The children are showing great skill and patience as 
they work on their designs, and it’s exciting to see how their 
ideas are taking shape. 

In hockey, we’ve built on our ball skills through fun drills and 
practice games. The children have been developing their 
coordination, teamwork, and strategic thinking, making great 
progress in their technique. 

In Music, we’ve been jumping into ballads! The children have 
been learning about this special type of song and its storytelling 
features. We’ve listened to a few examples and even 
tried singing some ourselves! 

This week, we started with an exciting history lesson. 
We began by stepping into the shoes of 
archaeologists, digging in the sand to uncover 
'ancient' artefacts. The children worked together to 
piece them together and used the clues to figure out 
who had left them behind. After some great 
teamwork, they discovered it was the Anglo-Saxons! 
 
In PE, we focused on dance and hockey, where the 
children demonstrated excellent listening skills that 
helped improve their technique and performance. 
 
In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply and 
divide by 10 and 100. The children showed a solid 
understanding of the concepts and tested their 
problem-solving skills by applying inverse 
calculations. 
 
In Science, we explored the properties of solids, 
liquids, and gases, as part of our new States of 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Year 6  go to: 

Nate Young and Chloe McKenzie  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  in Year 5 go to: 

Alexis Ross and Poppy Moore  

In Maths this week, we have been looking at the short division 
method to solve dividing questions. The children have 
persevered with this and are now confident to solve mastery 
problems.  
 

In English, we have been planning our poem and are now 
using ‘The Highwayman’ poem, rhyming pattern to write their 
own narrative poem.  
 

In Art, we made our own 3D installation art using equipment 
from around the school. The children worked in groups and 
made a person in a wheel chair and a car going along a road. 
The designs were excellent.  
 

In Science, we have looked at day and night and the seasons 
and how they happen as the earth rotates and orbits around 
the sun. We studied how the earth is tilted on its axis and in 
winter we are further away from the sun. 
 

In P.E. we have practised the rugby skills of passing and 
blocking safely.  

This week in Year 6, we have been very busy! In maths, we 
wrapped up our ratio topic with some great results on our 
assessment. We have now started our new unit on algebra, 
exploring one- and two-step function machines and 
beginning to form expressions. Alongside this, we have been 
sharpening our arithmetic skills, and it's fantastic to see 
significant improvements in our weekly practice paper 
scores. 

In SPAG, we have focused on word classes, revisiting 
coordinating and subordinating conjunctions, prepositions, 
and determiners. We are continually building on our previous 
learning and applying our knowledge in different contexts. 
Our reading comprehension sessions have challenged us to 
accurately answer questions from a variety of fiction and non
-fiction texts, strengthening our understanding and inference 
skills. 

In PE, we are thoroughly enjoying our hockey sessions with 
Caine. We have developed our dribbling, passing, control, 
and defensive skills. This week, we focused on mastering the 
'push pass' and how to use it effectively in a game. 

Well done, Year 6, for another fantastic week of learning! 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

We are delighted to share some fantastic news regarding two of our talented Year 6 pupils. The have individually won NODA 
North West awards for their performances with MAODS. 
 

• Best leading female character in a youth musical. (Moana) 
 

• Best male youth character in an adult production. (Charlie & the Chocolate Factory)  
 
As well as an additional collective (Full cast) award for best staging of a youth production. (Moana) 

 
Both will attend a local awards ceremony in March 
and will go onto represent District 10 at the NODA 
North West awards in May. We are incredibly 
proud of their achievements and hard work. To 
receive such accredited awards at their age is a 
huge achievement.  
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Reception 91% 

Year 1 95% 

Year 2 95% 

Year 3 98% 

Year 4 93% 

Year 5 91% 

Year 6 95% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 31/01/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  94,86% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

February 

3rd—7th—Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

3rd—Wheelchair Rugby 

4th—Dearham Diabetes Day—wear blue 

7th—Year 6 Day at Netherhall 

11th—Safer Internet Day 

14th—House Taskmaster Day 

14th—Break up for Half Term 3:15pm 

March 

6th—World Book Day—character costumes 

14th—Year 5 Day at Netherhall 

27th—Y3 and Y4 Show ‘You Are Special’ 

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a 

child or young person is 

being, or is at risk of 

being significantly 

harmed as a result of 

abuse or neglect, you must report this 

immediately by calling the Cumberland 

Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

     Cups 

Congratulations to this week’s Courtesy Cup winners: 

Early Years—Alfie Burns 

Key Stage 1— Summer Renney 

Lower Key Stage 2—Lily Varty 

Upper Key Stage 2— Poppy Melton 

 

Well done to Emily Oultram, who was awarded the Community Cup 
this week. Emily helped open the Village hall for 3 hours to help those 
affected by the power cuts on Sunday afternoon and again on 
Monday morning for an hour at 6:30am before school. Both times 
she was able to stay at home (where she had power and internet 
access) but she wanted to help those in need.  Well done for your 
care and community spirit Emily. 


