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Friday, 10th January 2025 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 1 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Welcome to 2025 

I can hardly believe that it is now a year since I arrived here at 

Dearham Primary School. The time as flown by and I am very happy to 

be a part of this wonderful community. We have lots of exciting things 

planned for the year ahead and are looking forward to further 

enriching the curriculum for our pupils. It was lovely to welcome the 

children back to school on Wednesday. Everybody seemed to have 

enjoyed their holidays and was excited to be back with their friends 

and teachers; ready to continue their learning journey. 

In our assembly today, we looked at new year traditions from around 

the world. These included singing the Scottish song of friendship, ‘Auld 

Lang Syne’ . We had great fun joining hands and singing this as a whole 

school.  We wish you all, a very Happy New Year! 
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School Meals 

IFG, our catering provider, have now completed their first term at Dearham. As they have 
gotten to know our children, their likes and dislikes, they have adjusted their menus to suit our 
needs. There are now ham, cheese and tuna sandwiches available every day, along with a 
choice of healthy, hot meals. 
 
We would encourage any parent/carer that may be entitled to free school meals to apply to Cumberland 
Council so that your child can receive a school meal every day. We know that healthy eating is an important 
part of the development of students, and it also has a positive impact on teaching and learning. Students access 
free meals in the same manner as all students so there is no identification process whatsoever. 
 
To be eligible for free school meals, your family's annual household income must be no higher than: 
 
•     £22,700 for families outside of London with one child 
 £26,300 for families outside of London with two or more children 
 
This includes any wider income or support you may be getting and any earnings from employment. You must 
also have less than £16,000 in savings, including any shares, investments and bank accounts, but not including 
your home. 
 
If you are eligible, contact the Free School Meals Service, Telephone: 0300 373 3730 or click this link to apply. 
 
For more information, go to https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-
activities/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers 
 
Please can you remember to log on to ScoPay to order your child’s meals, even if they are free. This really helps 
to save time in the classroom each morning. 

Studybugs 

We’re pleased to announce that Dearham is introducing a 
new,  efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 
absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or 
register on the Studybugs website, and use it to tell us 
whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app or register now 

(https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 

 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if 
your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically 
reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health 
organisations improve children’s health. 

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 

https://ems.cumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-activities/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers
https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-activities/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/schools
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Mondays 
  

Tuesdays Thursdays 

Story and Craft Club  
Years 1/2 
Miss Scott 

Football 
Years 1/2 

External coach: Caine 

Board Games and Jigsaws 
Years 1/2 

Mrs. Sewell 

Book Club 
Years 3,4,5 
Miss Lloyd 

Lego Tech* 
Years 5 and 6 

Miss Grima 

French Club  
Years 3-6  

Mrs. Busigny 

Sewing 
Years 5 and 6 

Mrs. Bell and Mrs. Cuthell 

Craft Club 
Years 5 and 6 

Mrs. Hope and Mrs. Hitchen 
  

Our next After School Activities begin on Monday. This programme will run for 5 weeks, until half term.  If your child 

would like to join one of these activities, please sign up and pay (£2 per week) via ScoPay. Places are limited. 

These activities run from 3:15pm—4:15pm. 

Please note that all children participating in an ASA need to be collected at 4:15pm. No child will be permitted to walk 

home independently at that time. 

It’s freezing! Please ensure that your child wraps up warm each day for school—jumper, coat, hat, 

gloves. All items of clothing need to be named so that they can be returned, if lost. Mr. Middleton 

makes sure that the pathways are gritted, but please take care when walking around the school. 
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Reception 91% 

Year 1 97% 

Year 2 98% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 94% 

Year 5 98% 

Year 6 99% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 10/01/25 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  96.92% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

January 

13th—The Writer in Wellies visit 

13th—After School Activities Start 

24th—House Taskmaster Day 

31st—Year 5 Day at Netherhall 

February 

3rd—7th—Children’s Mental Health Week 

3rd—Wheelchair Rugby 

4th—Dearham Diabetes Day—wear blue 

7th—Year 6 Day at Netherhall 

11th—Safer Internet Day 

14th—Break up for Half Term 3:15pm 

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a 

child or young person is 

being, or is at risk of 

being significantly 

harmed as a result of 

abuse or neglect, you must report this 

immediately by calling the Cumberland 

Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. 

Our designated Safeguarding team are: 

      House Points 

Pupils can earn House Points through lots of ways: exhibiting the 

school values, being polite and helpful, following rules, trying their 

best, producing good work etc. Each week, the House Captains will 

count up the points for each house. This week’s totals are: 

30 33 25 


