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Friday, 20th December 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 15 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

A Special Visitor 

The holiday spirit came alive this week as Santa himself paid a 

special visit to our school! Excitement filled the air as pupils 

across all year groups gathered to welcome jolly St. Nick. Santa 

greeted everyone with a warm smile and reminded the children 

to leave him a snack out on Christmas Eve. He also explained to 

them that when he visits children’s homes, if they are not asleep, 

he moves on to the next house; when he comes back he does not 

have as many presents left. I am sure that they will all be rushing 

to get to sleep  ahead of his visit. 

Delivering Christmas Cheer 

The School Council suggested that they would like to  

give Christmas Cards to  the Dearham community. 

Children in all classes made some lovely cards and 

yesterday, the School Council headed out with Miss. 

Grima ,to post these cards through local letterboxes. We 

hope these cards help to spread happiness and festive 

cheer. 

Concerts 
The last two weeks have been filled with a whole host of concerts 
and performances. Our pupils have shown what superstars they 
are as they have performed both in school and further afield. Both 
our KS1 and KS2 Choirs brought some Christmas cheer to care 
homes this week. Our older pupils visited Florence House on 
Monday. Then, on Tuesday, the residents of  Richmond Park Care 
Home in  Workington, were delighted to welcome pupils from 
Years 1 to 3 who treated them to a medley of songs including ‘I 
Want A Hippopotamus for Christmas’, and ‘I Wish It Could Be 
Christmas Every Day.’ 
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It has been a very busy few weeks in Nursery, but the children 
have taken it all in their stride and have had so much fun! They 
have been doing lots of Christmas crafts, making cards, their own 
Christmas trees and many more lovely things. 

 
We have been making Christmas decorations and used them to 
decorate our outdoor area. The children have enjoyed spending 
time in our Santa’s Grotto, dressing up and wrapping presents in 
Santa’s Workshop. They are getting really good at cutting, sticking 
and wrapping!  

On Wednesday we had a very special visitor in Nursery and the 
children were really excited to meet Santa and had the 
opportunity to say what they wished for this Christmas. 

It has been a truly wonderful half term in Nursery and we are 
extremely proud of all our lovely children! Well done everyone! 

From  all of us in Nursery, we wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

This week in Reception has been all about Christmas, Christmas, 

Christmas!!! We have been making Christmas cards, calendars 

and a little Christmas present for our parents/carers. We hope 

you like them. 

On Wednesday we went into the hall and watched the KS2 

concert, they were amazing and the children sat so beautifully 

and listened so attentively.  

On Thursday, we had our party day; to say the children were 

excited was an understatement. They danced their socks off and 

enjoyed playing the games. So, a really big thank you to Rachel, 

our dance teacher, for organising this.  

We have had such a busy term, and we are so proud of each and 

everyone of your children with how well they’ve settled into 

Reception and how far they have come with their learning.  

I hope you all have a lovely Christmas with your loved ones and 

we’re looking forward to seeing you in the New Year.  
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Wow, what an incredible first term we've had in Year 1! I am 
so proud of all the amazing progress the children have made 
and the effort they have put into their learning. 

This week, the children have been busy showing off their 
fantastic writing skills. They wrote independently about what 
they can see in winter, using correct punctuation and adding 
wonderful detail with adjectives. Some of the children then 
wrote letters to Santa, he collected them when we had a 
surprise visit from the man himself. 

In Maths, we've been exploring 2D shapes and had lots of fun 
making pictures using them. The children have also been hard 
at work wrapping up their learning about everyday materials 
in Science, continuing their investigations into the properties 
of different materials. 

To end the week with a bang, on Thursday, the children 
boogied the morning away at our Christmas party! They also 
embraced their crafty side, making beautiful cards, calendars, 
and other lovely creations to share with their grown-ups. 

I couldn’t be prouder of everything the children have 
achieved this term. Wishing you all a restful holiday season ! 

In English, the children completed their animal stories in 
the style of 'Be More Bernard' and then rewrote a section 
of it in the first person and from their animals perspective. 
 
In Maths, the children practised column addition with sums 
that crossed a ten and used counters to help count the 
ones. By the end of the week, they were able to carry a ten 
over independently. They also worked hard on column 
subtraction. 
 
In History the children wrote a personal response where 
they stated whether they would like to attend school in the 
past or the present and explained their reasons why. They 
summarised their knowledge from this topic excellently in 
this non-fiction writing. The children started and completed 
their DT project this week, where they designed and made 
their own Ferris wheels. They learned about axles and 
crafted their own using suitable materials. 
 
The children enjoyed their Christmas Party and were happy 
to be the reigning champions of the game 'under over'. The 
children have worked exceptionally hard this term and I 
hope you all have a happy, restful holidays with your loved 
ones. See you all in the New Year!  
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Year 3 have had a busy and exciting week filled with learning 
and holiday cheer! In Maths, the children have been working 
hard on multiplication, focusing on the 2, 5, and 8 times tables. 
Their confidence is growing, and they’re mastering new skills 
every day. 
 
The classroom has been buzzing with creativity as the children 
made beautiful Christmas crafts to celebrate the season. From 
ornaments to festive cards, their artistic talents have truly 
shone. 

In computing, Year 3 explored the concept of digital 
footprints, learning about the importance of staying safe 
and thoughtful online. This important lesson sparked 
meaningful discussions about technology use. 
 
Finally, the week ended on a high note with preparations 
for the Christmas show! The class sang their hearts out 
to Feliz Navidad and Frosty the Snowman, spreading 
holiday cheer to all. A wonderful week of learning and 
fun! 

In Maths this week, we have completed our times table 
learning, with a focus on the 11s and 12s. The children have 
worked hard to master these, and we are so proud of their 
progress and increased confidence in applying the facts in 
various activities. 

In Art, we created calendars using pastels showcasing the 
four seasons for you to enjoy at home.  

This week also saw a fantastic performance at 
our Christmas Show! The children did an amazing job, 
performing a poem that we created together using their 
own brilliant ideas -a real team effort! They also sang 
beautifully and remembered the actions to accompany the 
song. 

We want to wish all children and your family a joyful 
Christmas holiday. I look forward to welcoming the Year 4 
children back in January, ready for some exciting new 
learning ahead! 
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This week in Year 5 has been an extremely busy one, with 
practising for the Christmas show to learning lots of new things. 
 
In DT, we finished making our pop-up books with different slider 
mechanisms on each page. We videoed each other 
demonstrating these books and uploaded these to Seesaw.  
 
In Maths, we have continued with adding fractions and fractions 
that involve mixed numbers. The children have persevered with 
this as some answers needed simplifying.  
 
In History, we looked at children who were evacuated and how 
they would have been feeling going to a different place that they 
were calling home for a long period of time.  
 
Lots of crafts have also been happening this week. The children 
have made cards and calendars for their families and they have 
received lots of cards off each other too.  
 
Well done year 5 for a really good and successful autumn term.  

What a lovely final week before Christmas! We have been busy 
practising for our carol concert and thoroughly enjoyed 
performing for all our parents—thank you so much for coming 
to watch and support us. 

This week, we’ve also been getting creative, making cards, 
calendars, and decorations to share at home. The children 
worked incredibly hard on these, and we hope you enjoy them 
as much as they enjoyed making them. 

In DT, we finished our automata toys—a project that involved a 
lot of time and effort. The children measured and used junior 
hack saws to cut the wood, designed themes based on their 
interests, cut out cams to make the characters move, and 
assembled everything into a working toy. Afterward, they 
completed evaluations, reflecting on what they were proud of 
and how they could improve their designs if given the chance. 
The results are fantastic! 

Well done, Year 6, for a brilliant term. We wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the new 
year! 
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At the end of each term, we are now going to present an ‘ALWAYS’ Award to one boy and one girl in each class who 

consistently demonstrate exemplary behaviour, both in and out of the classroom. 

I was delighted to present the first awards this morning to: 

Nursery: Leo Dickinson and Nellie Williams 

Reception: Tommy Chamberlain and Ella Cant 

Year 1: Alfie Dickinson and Evelyn Clark 

Year 2: Oakley Robertson and Sophie Copeland 

Year 3: Isabella Fulton and Freddie Cresswell 

Year 4: Lucy Penn and Finn Holmes 

Year 5: Isaac Scholey and Stacie Nasadiuk 

Year 6: Maddox Blaylock and James Stuart 

Farewell 

In our assembly this morning we said good

-bye to two members of staff who are 

moving on after the holiday.  

Miss. Bryson (KS1 TA and Breakfast Club 

Supervisor) will be taking up a position at 

Flimby School in January. 

 

Miss. Lamb (Breakfast Club and Midday 

Supervisor) will also be moving on to a 

different venture in the new year. 

We thank them for everything that they 

have done for Dearham School and 

wish them every success for their 

future endeavours. 

Diabetes Day 

In February, we shall be holding a Dearham Diabetes Day. 

Everyone will be invited to wear blue, to raise awareness of 

this condition. This week, our Year 2 pupil, who was  

diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes last summer, went on CRFM 

Radio to talk about his journey so far.  
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Reception 83% 

Year 1 74% 

Year 2 81% 

Year 3 90% 

Year 4 83% 

Year 5 92% 

Year 6 94% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 20/12/24 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  86.46% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

January 

6th/7th —INSET Days 

8th—Return to school 

13th—After School Activities Start 

24th—House Taskmaster Day 

31st—Year 5 Day at Netherhall 

February 

3rd—7th—Children’s Mental Health Week 

3rd—Wheelchair Rugby 

4th—Dearham Diabetes Day—wear blue 

7th—Year 6 Day at Netherhall 

11th—Safer Internet Day 

14th—Break up for Half Term 3:15pm 

Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

Wishing all of our Dearham Primary School 

families a restful break and those who 

celebrate it, a very Merry Christmas. 

See you back at school on Wednesday, 8th 

January 2025! 


