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Friday, 29th November 2024 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 12 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Santa’s Grotto / Winter Market Event 

It was so lovely to see many of you at the joint Dearham Parish 

Council and FODS event, which was held at school on Saturday. 

There was a wonderfully festive atmosphere and a real sense of 

community, to kick start this holiday season. Thank you for all of 

your bottle contributions, which were a great hit on the bottle 

tombola. I am very proud of the Dearham Primary School elves, 

who did a fantastic job of helping Santa and with the craft 

activities. Many thanks to all members of FODS, for the time and 

effort that they put in to making this event so successful. A special 

thank you to Santa for joining us for the morning and to Mrs. 

Oultram who went above and beyond to decorate the grotto. It 

was truly magical.  

Christmas Dinner—11th December 2024 

If you have not already done so, please order a Christmas 

dinner for your child, by logging on to ScoPay. Thanks to a 

generous contribution from Changing Lives Learning Trust, 

the cost of each meal will only be £1 for everybody (except 

for those eligible for free school meals.) Please do this 

before Monday, 2nd December, so that we know how 

many turkeys to order. Note that there will be no other 

school meal options available on that day. Anybody not 

wishing to have a Christmas dinner will need to bring a 

packed lunch from home. 

KS1 Dodgeball 

Well done to the Year 1 and 2 Dodgeball team, who 

represented the school at Netherhall this week. 
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Page  2 Term 1 Performances 

As we approach the end of Term 1, each child will have the opportunity to perform in a musical or theatrical show. Our Early 

Years pupils are going to bring the Nativity to life, through ‘The Bossy King’.  KS1 will showcase the dance that they have been 

working on in their PE lessons with Rachel, along with some singing and readings and KS2 will sing some classic and modern 

Christmas songs and poems, in their concert. All of these will take place in the Dearham School Hall and so places are limited. 

We have had to slightly adjust the times from those published in the original calendar to allow for stage changes, and are 

putting on two performances of the KS1 and KS2 shows, to accommodate everyone.  The times shown below are final. Thank 

you for your understanding. Refreshments for parents and carers will be available after each event. 
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Page  3 WRAP CLUB 

Since September, we have been delighted to offer Wraparound Care for all 

children from Reception to Year 6. Breakfast club opens at 7:45am each 

morning and after school club is available until 5:30pm, each day. Children 

enjoy a range of activities and the programme, which is printed in the 

newsletter, varies each week. This week, wrap club enjoyed making winter 

hats with chocolates inside and Oreo chocolate reindeer.  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 
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Early Years’ News Page  4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 
 

Madihah Barlow and Hannah Farmer  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Keeley-Rae Weaver and Tobias Sproat  

This week our class story has been Owl Babies, which is one of 
our "Terrific 10" favourite books to read in Nursery. The children 
know this story so well they can re-tell it using puppets. The 
children have been inspired to make up their own stories using 
the puppets, some of which could be best-sellers! 
 

We have enhanced our continuous provision with a lot of owl 
themed resources including owl painting, owl themed craft and 
owl based small world. In Art, the children have loved collaging 
owls and revisiting the famous artist Henri Matisse. 
 

In Music, we have been enjoying practising for our Christmas 
Play. The children are really enjoying learning the words and 
copying the different tunes. 
 

In maths we have been ordering number names. To begin we 
copied the number sequence 1,2,3 and then we showed these 
amounts using our fingers. We have been counting actions, 
objects, beats and footsteps. We are learning that anything can 
be counted. 

This week in Reception we have been learning the new 
diagraphs sh, th, ng and nk.  The new tricky words we have 
been learning are she, he, of and go. This week we are 
continuing to do lots of activities on initial sounds, segmenting 
and blending to practise our reading skills. 

We have been focusing on ‘Fairy tales’ and we have read the 
book ‘Little Red’ by Bethan Woollvin. The children then drew 
one of the settings in the story and wrote a word or sentence 
about it. The children have made their own crowns, they have 
looked at fairy tale’s pictures and sounded out the word, they 
have used pegs to match the initial sounds, they have ordered 
the numbers on the beanstalk and they have copied a magic 
bean pattern and made their own.  

In Maths, we have been looking at a whole and finding parts 
that make up the whole. They have been investigating their 
bodies and finding out that whole things are often made up of 
different parts.  

We are also continuing to practise our songs for our Christmas 
play. Again, we would really appreciate it if you could practise 
these at home with your child and any words they have to 
learn.  

Well done Reception, you have had a fantastic week.  
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Key Stage 1 News Page  5 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

The children have worked exceptionally hard this week 
completing our Autumn Assessments. They showcased their 
reading and maths skills and everyone has made wonderful 
progress since joining Year 2. 

In English, the children came up with some expanded noun 
phrases to describe an animal of their choice that we are 
going to use for a story next week. 

In Maths, we subtracted 1-digit numbers from a 2-digit 
number (across a 10) and used a number line to help. 

In History, we were lucky enough to have Bailey and Poppy's 
grandparents come into class to talk to the children about 
what schools were like in the past. The children asked 
insightful questions they had come up with at the start of the 
topic. Thank you so much for coming in and enriching our 
History topic; the children loved it and seem to be thankful 
there have been changes made since the 1900s! 

In Art, the children made some lovely Christmas cards as part 
of a school council project and in PSHE they finished off a 
busy week with breathing exercises to practise relaxation.  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Poppy McManus and Roni Peat 

This week, we wrapped up our re-writing of the 
story Hibernation Hotel. The children did a fantastic job 
creating their own versions, and they really enjoyed sharing 
their stories with their classmates. In Maths, we have been 
getting to grips with the subtraction symbol! The children 
have been using part-whole models to explore how 
subtraction works and to find the missing parts. 

Our science experiments this week focused on materials! The 
children investigated which materials are absorbent and 
which are waterproof. They loved testing different objects to 
see how they behaved with water! We had a special visit from 
some of our grandparents this week. The children were really 
excited to interview them about life in the past, asking 
questions about toys, games, food, and schools. The children 
were fascinated by what they learned! 

In DT, we explored fruits and vegetables. Amanda from 
Phunky Foods came to visit, and the children had fun making 
their own smoothies! They also learned how to chop and 
prepare food safely — and, of course, they got to taste the 
smoothies they made! In PSHE, we’ve been learning all about 
healthy eating. The children explored the Eatwell Plate and 
discussed which foods are best for us. 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Y1 go to: 

Freddie Varty and Isla Boyd  
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Lower Key Stage 2 News Page  6 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 4 go to:  

Noah Easterbrook and Oscar Hindmoor  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

We have been so proud of Year 3's perseverance this week. 
They have all worked hard to complete their NFER assessments. 
The children have also been working so hard on their reading. 
They have been achieving great scores in their accelerated 
reader quizzes and focusing on using expression to be true 
storytellers! Mrs Oultram kindly offered to listen to some 
readers on Monday and was so impressed with all those she 
listened to.  We want to send a big thank you to Rachael for 
giving her time.  
 
On Tuesday, we had a very energetic Netball session - it has 
been great to see how much progress the class have made with 
their defending, attacking and ball skills.  
 
In Art, we enjoyed decorating baubles which will be used to 
decorate the wooden trees around Dearham - we hope you 
enjoy spotting them when walking around the village. 

 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to: 
 

Paizlie Lawson and Skyler Bailiff  

This week we have made progress with our D.T project. We 
started by thinking about what a 'target audience' is. We then 
read several character profiles and shared ideas about why key 
information is essential for a torch design to be successful for 
their chosen target audience. The children then considered who 
they would like to design their torch for and what requirements 
they might like. Then, the children sketched and annotated their 
own design, ensuring it met their chosen design criteria. 
 
In P.E, the children have been working on their defensive skills in 
Netball, including intercepting the ball. They practised in small 
groups and then applied the skills into full games.  
 
We have also been completing assessments this week in Maths, 
reading and writing. We were chosen as one of the year groups 
to trial an online assessment format using iPads. The children 
have been enjoying the new approach.  
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Upper Key Stage 2 News Page  7 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 5 go to: 
 

James Todd and Hollie Hodgson  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to: 

Evan Stephenson and Violet Turner  

This week in Year 5, we have been completing our termly 
assessments. The Year 5 team are extremely proud of how 
well they have gone and by the fantastic results the children 
have achieved. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, the children had a plastic pollution 
workshop. They learnt about where the different oceans in 
the world are, their names and the problems they face. 
Afterwards, they had to design a poster to persuade people to 
stop littering and to help stop plastic from going into our seas.  
 
In Maths, the children have continued to study fractions and 
changing mixed number fractions into improper fraction and 
vice versa.  
 
Also, this week the children have been practising their 
Christmas songs and their poem which will be performed in a 
few weeks time. Well done Year 5 for this week's 
assessments! 

This week, Year 6 has worked incredibly hard to complete 
their NFER assessments. The children tackled reading, SPAG, 
and three maths papers (arithmetic and two reasoning) with 
great focus and determination. We are very pleased with their 
attitudes and will use the results to identify areas for 
improvement as we prepare for the next assessment week. 

In PE, we had our first cricket session with a coach, focusing 
on improving our skills and gaining a deeper understanding of 
the rules of the game. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
session and are excited to continue building their abilities. 

In Science, we explored how we see, learning fascinating facts 
about the process. We discovered that light travels from light 
sources to our pupils, creating an upside-down image on our 
retina. Amazingly, our brains work hard to flip the image the 
right way up, so we see the world correctly! 

In Geography, we continued our topic on where our energy 
comes from, discussing renewable and non-renewable energy 
and their impact on the environment. The children have 
shown great interest in this topic and are developing a strong 
understanding of the importance of sustainable energy. 

 



 8 

 

29.11.24 Page  8 

Reception 99% 

Year 1 94% 

Year 2 91% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 95% 

Year 6 91% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 29/11/24 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  95.15% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

December 

4th—Y1/2 Puppet Assembly 

11th—Christmas Dinner 

12th—10am Early Years Show 

12th—1:00pm / 2:00pm —KS1 Show 

16th—KS2 Choir to Florence House 

17th—10am—KS2 Church Service 

18th— 2:00pm / 4:00pm KS2 Christmas Concert 

19th—End of Term Disco 

20th—Break up at 1:30pm 

Congratulations to this week’s Courtesy Cup 

winners: 

Early Years— Ellie Prior  

Key Stage 1—  Alexander Bryden 

Lower Key Stage 2— Lucy Penn 

Upper Key Stage 2— Jack Gibson Cumbria Safeguarding 
Children Partnership 

      Safeguarding 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Grima and Mrs. Clayton 

Safeguarding Governor— Mr. Rob Barton 

If you suspect that a child or young person is being, or is at 

risk of being significantly harmed as a result of abuse or 

neglect, you must report this immediately by calling the 

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on: 

0333 240 1727 

      Courtesy Cups 

Community Cup 

Congratulations to this week’s Community Cup 

winner, Alex Cox in Year 4. Alex recently took part 

in a sponsored silence, through the Boys’ Brigade 

and raised over £138. Well done Alex! 
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