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Friday, 15th November 2024 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 10 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

It was very strange to lead an assembly wearing pyjamas this morning and 

to see all of the children and teachers wearing theirs too. There was lots 

of excitement around the school as the children participated in a range of 

activities linked to different areas of the curriculum. The star of the show, 

Pudsey, lay in the main reception area throughout the day and children 

brought along their coins to fill him.  This money will all be donated to the 

Children in Need Appeal. Thank you for your generosity. 
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Odd Socks Day 

As part of Anti-Bullying Week, we all wore odd 

socks to school on Tuesday, to show that  we 

accept and embrace each other’s differences.  

We don’t all have to look the same or have the 

same ideas and opinions. The theme for this year’s campaign is 

‘Choose Respect’. We have a choice to say something to make 

somebody feel good or bad. In our assembly, we compared our 

words to toothpaste in a tube… once they are out, we cannot put 

them back in so we need to think before we speak and choose our 

words carefully. 

School Council News 

The newly elected school council has its first official 

meeting this week. Miss Grima was impressed by the 

maturity of the councilors and by their sensible 

suggestions for how to make the school a better place for 

everyone. They had several sensible requests for things 

such as lights for the reading shed, playground 

equipment and benches. We will put these ideas forward 

to FODS at the next meeting. 

Social Media – warning 
We have received this warning from Lee Clark, a Cyber 
Crime Investigator with the Cyber and Digital Crime unit: 

There have been reports recently of children across the 
north of the country as well as in Cumbria being added to 
large groups on social media apps, such as WhatsApp. 
There are numerous risks to children and young people 
when using chat apps such as being added to group 
chats where they don’t know the other people in the 
group, and also the increased chance they will come 
across upsetting or negative messages. 

Community Cup 

Well done to this Year 5 pupil who grew her hair for two years so 

that she could donate it to the Little Princess Trust, to help those 

children who have lost theirs through cancer treatment. She raised 

over £500 for the wards at RVI Hospital, where she herself was 

treated. The money donated during the Back to School disco was 

added to this amount. Look out for the full article in the News and 

Star today. 

https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/24718636.dearham-girl-fundraises-newcastle-rvi-childhood-cancer-fight/
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/24718636.dearham-girl-fundraises-newcastle-rvi-childhood-cancer-fight/
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception go to: 
 

Ella Cant and Archie Burns  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

William Barlow and Leo Dickinson  

This week has been an extremely busy one in our Nursery. 

On Monday, we talked about Remembrance Day. We learned 

that poppies help us to remember the soldiers who fought for 

their country. We made a poppy wreath as a way to say thank 

you to the soldiers, and so many others, who made sacrifices 

during the war. 

Tuesday was anti-bullying day. We all wore odd socks to 

celebrate our differences.  

During the rest of the week we have been studying Autumn 

leaves. We hunted for Autumn leaves in our woodland areas. We 

discussed the autumnal colours and observed the changes in our 

environment as we explored. The children have made some 

beautiful leaf art work including leaf crowns, leaf printings, 

drawings and a fingerprint autumn trees. 

In phonics our initial sound was "a" for "astronaut." The 

children made some fantastic links in their learning to last 

week when we made our rockets. 

This week in Reception, we have been learning the new 

phonemes v, w. x and y.  The new tricky words we have been 

learning are ‘and’, ‘has’, ‘his’ and ‘her’. We are noticing more 

children hearing more and more sounds when they are 

segmenting and more children blending. It is lovely to see.  

This week we have been focusing on ‘Remembrance Day’ and 

‘Children in Need’. The children have all made a poppy and we 

made our own class wreath. We have also been putting red and 

black pom-poms on a poppy with tweezers and putting the right 

number of pegs on the poppies to match the number on it. We 

have been wrapping wool around bears, making their own 

bears using feathers, buttons and beads. For our phonics 

challenge this week the children have been segmenting CVC 

words. It’s lovely to see the improvement in the children’s 

learning.  

In Maths, we have continued to focus on counting. We have 

been doing more work on 1:1 corresponding with our bear 

maths. We have also been working on our language more than, 

fewer than and equal to.  



 4 

 

Key Stage 1 News Page  4 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Y1 go to: 

Noah Sanderson and Summer Renney  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Oakley Robertson and Hayden Gee  

In English, we have been learning all about four 
fascinating North American animals: the brown bear, 
skunk, raccoon, and beaver. The children wrote non-
chronological reports about these animals, sharing 
interesting facts and details. Afterward, we used our 
knowledge to make predictions about what might happen 
to these animals in the story Hibernation Hotel—we are 
all excited to find out if our guesses are correct! 

In Science, we went on an exciting hunt around the 
classroom to spot objects made from different materials. 
In History, we had a very special show-and-tell! The 
children brought in photos and objects that reminded 
them of important memories. We talked about how 
memories help us remember events from our past—there 
were some lovely stories shared! 

In Music, we explored the idea of tempo. The children had 
fun moving their bodies to match the speed of the music, 
either slow or fast, and learning how tempo affects the 
rhythm of a song. 

Wow what a busy week we have had in Year 2! In English 

we planned and wrote instructions on how to make Story 

Soup, including time adverbials and imperative verbs. We 

also began our new book 'Be More Bernard' and predicted 

what we think might happen in the rest of the story. In 

Maths, we added to the next 10 and across a 10 as well as 

practicing our doubles in Mastery Maths. On Monday, the 

children designed and coloured some lovely poppy 

wreaths in memory of the soldiers who fought for our 

country in WW1. On Tuesday, we celebrated anti-bullying 

week and spoke about why we were wearing odd socks 

and what they represent. In History, the children came up 

with some interesting and insightful questions they would 

like to be answered about schools in the past. In Science, 

we focused on Earth Worms. The children made note of 

gaps in their knowledge of worms and used research to 

help fill them and recorded this in their Science books. In 

RE, we looked at Candles and how people around the 

world use them. On Friday the children enjoyed their 

Pudsey bear activities in the comfort of their pyjamas! 

Well done Year 2. 
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This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to: 
 

Alice Adams and Skyler Bailiff  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 4 go to:  

Alex Cox and Lucy Penn  

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

It has been another busy and fun filled week in Year 3! We loved 

turning up in our odd socks on Tuesday and talking about how our 

differences help to make the world a better place.  

We have completed our second Maths unit and will now be moving 

on to 'multiplication and division' On Thursday we had a really 

interesting problem-solving lesson where we were challenged to 

work out how many animals walked on to Noah's Ark if 12 legs were 

spotted! The children worked in groups and came up with some 

interesting and perceptive answers! 

In English, we have been really enjoying going on Edward's 

miraculous journey with him; we have been using a variety of 

vocabulary and have shared lots of insightful thoughts about how 

the main character is changing and adapting into a better 

'person'.  We are so proud of how hard everyone has worked this 

week and we are looking forward to lots more exciting activities and 

learning next week! 

 

This week we have started our new project in D.T. To start our 
project, we have been learning about electricity. The children 
enjoyed learning about the components in a circuit and then 
creating their own complete circuit. We investigated how the 
addition of a switch effected the flow of electricity too.  
 
We have also started a new geography topic this week which 
is 'Why are rainforests important to us?' We started by 
learning about different biomes and understanding where in 
the world they occur. We then discovered the features of the 
Amazon rainforest in the tropical rainforest biome using maps 
and photographs.  
 
In English, we have been reading our new focus text, all about 
digestion! The children carefully picked out some of the 
features from the explanation text and we researched some of 
the trickier scientific words.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 5 go to: 
 

Mykyta Aboimov and Alfie Williams  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to: 

Lola Spriggs and Jayden Campbell  

In History, we are learning about World War 2 and how it 

started. The children have created a timeline to see the different 

events leading up to Hilter taking charge of Germany. This topic 

also links to our DT project, where we will start making our pop 

up World War 2 book.  

In English, we have written a speech about saving or not saving 

the lighthouse from being knocked down. The children wrote 

their views and will present these in an English lesson.    

Multiplication and Division has been taught this week in Maths. 

We have looked at different types of numbers, including prime,  

square and cube numbers. The children have used their 

knowledge of factors and multiples to help them work out 

whether a number is prime or not.  

Materials was on the agenda in Science, as we continue the 

topic. The children were engaged in a variety of experiments 

including testing the magnetism and hardness of different 

materials.  

In Maths, we focused on adding and subtracting fractions. We 

began with simple problems where the denominators were the 

same, progressed to changing one denominator, and finally 

advanced to finding common multiples to successfully add or 

subtract fractions with different denominators. Everyone 

showed impressive progress as they mastered these skills. 

In English, we turned our attention to writing descriptive 

paragraphs. We worked on describing the window of a peculiar-

looking shop, using synonyms to enhance their vocabulary and 

refine their writing. After drafting their paragraphs, we edited 

our work ensure our readers could clearly visualise the scene. 

Our DT lessons have been equally hands-on and creative. We 

are in the process of designing and making automata toys, 

inspired by the theme of shop windows. This week, we began 

constructing the wooden frames. We carefully measured pieces 

and used junior hacksaws to cut the wood with precision. We 

are excited to see their hard work come together as they 

continue building their projects and move closer to the final 

product! 
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Reception 98% 

Year 1 99% 

Year 2 98% 

Year 3 95% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 95% 

Year 6 88% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 15/11/24 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  95.64% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Key Dates 

November 

20th—Non-uniform ’Bottle’  Day 

23rd— Winter Market and Santa’s Grotto 

26th—Nasal Flu Vaccines 

December 

4th—Y1/2 Puppet Assembly 

11th—Christmas Dinner 

12th—10am Early Years Show 

12th—1:30pm—KS1 Show 

18th—KS2 Carol Concert—4pm 

19th—End of Term Disco 

20th—Break up at 1:30pm 

Congratulations to this week’s Courtesy Cup winners: 

Key Stage 1—  Frazer McMullan 

Lower Key Stage 2— Summer Mossop 

Upper Key Stage 2— Rowan Jackson 

 

Non-uniform Day—Bottle Collection 

At the Winter Market next Saturday, FODS will 

be running a bottle tombola. On Wednesday, 

next week, we are having a non-uniform day to 

collect in bottles for this stall. Children can wear 

their own clothes, in exchange for a bottle of 

something… this can be a bottle of anything… 

shampoo, ketchup, bubble bath, cola… anything 

at all in a bottle. Class teachers will collect up the 

bottles and these will then be available to win 

outside Santa’s Grotto. 


