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C&L Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember How to identify rhyming 
words. 

How to answer who 
questions. 

How to answer what 
questions.  

How to answer when 
questions. 

How to answer where 
questions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No C&L lessons this 
week due to Nativity 

rehearsals/performan
ces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Rather than a starter, 
point these out when 
reading Hairy Maclary 
during lesson 2. In lesson 
one use flashcards.  

Show children a picture 
and ask a range of who 
questions.   

Show children a picture 
and ask a range of what 
questions.   

Show chn the visual 
timetable and ask when 
different lessons/events 
are happening during 
the day. 

Show children a picture and 
ask a range of where 
questions.   

I Will Know  How to join in with 
repeated refrains. 

How to join in with 
repeated refrains 

How to answer why 
questions 

How to answer why 
questions 

How to ask why questions 

Main Teach 1 Tell the story ‘The Little 
Red Hen’. As chn know 
this story really well, you 
can pause at the repeated 
refrains and get the 
children to continue with 
that section. Then join 
back in etc. When you 
have finished, draw 
children’s attention to the 
fact that we say the same 
thing lots of times in the 
story. We are repeating 
ourselves. We know the 
word repeating from 
maths. Who can tell me 
what we were making in 
maths…repeating ? 
Repeating patterns which 
means we show the same 
objects over and over. 
When we are joining in 
with repeating refrains 

We are continuing this 
week to enjoy stories 
with repeated refrains. 
TTYP: What does 
repeated mean? Read 
the story ‘We’re going 
on a bear hunt’. As with 
LRH, this is a story that 
most children know very 
well so they should be 
able to take the lead 
with the repeated 
refrains.  

We spent a lot of time last 
term learning how to 
answer different types of 
questions – who, what, 
when and where. We have 
remembered some of 
them already this term. 
Now we are going to start 
exploring why questions. 
Explain why questions are 
answered with ‘because’ 
So let’s have a look at 
some why questions and 
work out how to answer 
them together. 
Show children a spoon -  
Why would you use a 
spoon?  
Show children your coat - 
Why would you wear a 
coat?  

Why do we sleep?    
Why do we eat?        
Why do plants need 
sunlight?                        
Why do we drink water?       
Why do we go to the 
doctor?                                 
Why do dogs wag their 
tails? 

Children to do show and tell, 
bringing in anything they 
choose to share from home. 
Adults to prompt why 
questions such as:           
‘Why have you chosen to 
bring this item in?’         
‘Why do you think this item 
is really cool?’                   
‘Why is this item special to 
you?’       

Ask chn if they can think of 
anymore why questions for 
their friend. If not they 
could ask any of the wh 
questions. 
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we are saying the same 
phrases in a story over 
and over.  

Pretend you have bumped 
your head - Why would 
you go to the hospital? 
For every question we 
answered using the word 
because. 
Ask a few more and this 
time get children to use 
talk partners to answer. 

Work through all children 
over the two sessions.                           

 
 
 
 
 

 

Main Teach 2 Remind chn of the story 
that we read in the last 
lesson. We were joining in 
with the repeating 
refrains. What does 
repeating mean? We do 
the same thing over and 
over. So, we’ve got 
another book to share 
with you today that has 
lots of repeated refrains 
it. Read the story ‘Hairy 
Maclary’. After the first 
couple of instances, 
pause at the repeated 
refrains and see if 
children can fill in some of 
the gaps.  

Today is another story 
you know really well so I 
think you will be able to 
do the repeated refrains 
without my help, but 
there are also lots of 
rhyming words in here 
so I want you to be on 
the lookout for those 
too… 

Today we are going to 
continue thinking about 
why questions but this 
time we are going to have 
a look at a book and I’m 
going to be asking you 
some questions about the 
characters. As our theme 
is about fruit & veg this 
week and I know you love 
this character so much – I 
thought we would look at 
one of our many 
Supertato books. Read 
through and ask as many 
why questions as you can 
throughout… e.g., why do 
they call him Evil Pea? 
Why was Supertato 
creeping through the 
cakes?  

Use Twinkl why question 
cards. Ask a child to 
come up and pick one 
out of the pile. Using 
talk partners, encourage 
children to come up 
with an answer and then 
choose a pair to 
feedback. Do this with a 
few different examples.  
 

  

 

 

No C&L lessons this 
week due to Nativity 

performances. 

CP 
Possibilities 

Stories with repeated 
refrains in the book nook 
for children to explore 
independently. 

Stories with repeated 
refrains in the book nook 
for children to explore 
independently. 

Adults to ask why 
questions lots in provision 
to develop children’s 
reflections and thinking on 
their own learning.  

Adults to ask why 
questions lots in 
provision to develop 
children’s reflections 

Children to share their items 
during free choice time and 
sharing their why. 
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and thinking on their 
own learning. 

Key Vocab Repeated, repeating, 
refrains.  

Repeated, repeating, 
refrains. 

Why, because.  Why, because. Why, because. 

 

PSED Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember That families are 
special and valuable.  

People hold a special 
place in children’s 
heart.  

That sharing with other 
people is good.  

To see they are valuable 
individuals.  

To know I’m valuable.  To think about similarities 
and differences.  

Starter Get the children to sing 
finger family.  

Remind the children of 
last week when they 
talked about why their 
family are special. This 
week we’re going to 
look at who is special 
outside their family. A 
special person is 
someone who makes 
them feel happy and 
loved. They enjoy 
spending time together 
and looking out for one 
another. Explain further 
that they will have 
people that are special 
to them in their family 
but they may also have 
people that are special 
to them outside their 
family too. 

Gather the children on 
the carpet and 
introduce the hand 
puppets with names 
that you have chosen.  
Use the hand puppets 
to role-play the 
following scene: 
Puppet 1: “I want that 
toy!” 
Puppet 2: “No! I was 
playing with it first.”  
Puppet 1 takes the toy 
from Puppet 2. 
After you have role-
played the scenario to 
the children, ask them if 
they felt that the 
puppets were being 
good friends to each 
other. Why not? Were 
both puppets in the 
wrong? Ask the children 
to help you decide what 

Gather the children in a 
circle. Tell the children 
that they are going to 
think about their interests 
– things that they enjoy or 
that are special to them. 
This could be a favourite 
colour, favourite animal, 
favourite toy or game, 
favourite place to visit etc. 
Give the children a few 
minutes of thinking time 
to decide upon something 
that they enjoy.  Start by 
standing up (adult only) 
and saying aloud 
something that you enjoy 
or that interests you eg. 
“My favourite hobby is 
going 
swimming.”  Everyone in 
the group who shares the 
same likes should stand 
and say, “That’s me!” 

Recall the last lesson and 
the fact that some pupils 
liked the same things and 
some liked different things. 
Ask the children why they 
think it is great to be 
unique. Explain to children 
that being unique makes 
us different and 
interesting. It is ok if we 
like the same things but it 
is also ok if we do not, and 
we can still be friends. 
 

Recall the last two lessons 
and the fact that we all like 
different things. Remind 
children of some of the 
language used and talk 
about the meanings of the 
words: special, unique, 
different, individual, 
similar, and different.  
 Introduce the word 
‘diversity’. Explain that 
today, the children will be 
exploring the similarities 
and differences between 
them. This is called 
diversity. This means we 
are all different in some 
ways and the same in 
others – that is what makes 
the world a special place. 
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could have been done 
differently. 

I Will Know Families are special.  Who else is special to 
me. 

Why it is important to 
share with others.  

I am interesting, I am 
different, I am important. 

I am interesting, I am 
different, I am important. 

 

Main Teach Ask the children what 
they think family is. 
Get the children to 
share their family 
photos with the class. 

 Discuss with children 
who their special 
people might be and go 
through examples. 
 Put the children into 
pairs and ask them to 
tell their partner about 
one of the people that 
are special to them and 
why.  
Ask the children to sit at 
a table and hand out 
the Special people 
drawing frame along 
with the pencils and 
coloured pencils.  
Ask children to draw a 
picture of their special 
person and colour them 
in.  
 

Go over more scenario  
Hand out a stack of 
counting cubes to each 
child and tell them they 
are going to practise 
sharing. Turn on the 
music and ask the 
children to walk around 
the room, holding their 
cubes. When the music 
stops, they must turn to 
the nearest person and 
ask if they can share 
some of their cubes. For 
example: 
Child 1: “Please could I 
play with some of your 
cubes?” 
Child 2: “Yes, of course. 
Here you go 
After a few minutes, 
stop the music and ask 
the children to sit down 
and look at their tower. 
Ask the children if they 
still have cubes. 
Highlight that because 
everyone was so good 
at sharing with their 
friends, everyone was 

Go around the circle, 
asking each child to stand 
up in turn and share their 
interest. As they share, 
the other children must 
listen carefully and any 
who also likes the same 
thing must stand up and 
say, “That’s me!” (and 
then sit down ready for 
the next child).  
Repeat so that all children 
have a turn.At the end of 
the activity, discuss any 
group shared interests 
and highlight any topics or 
ideas that were not as 
popular. Discuss the fact 
that it is ok to like 
different things from 
other people, as well as 
some of the same things. 
This is what makes us 
special and unique. Ask 
the children to stand up. 
Read out each of the 
following mantras, asking 
the children to repeat 
after you after each one: 
I am special. 
I am unique. 

Put the children into pairs 
and ask them to share two 
or three interests that they 
have or things that they 
enjoy (they can use one or 
more of the examples from 
the last lesson).  Remind 
them that this could be a 
favourite colour, favourite 
animal, favourite toy or 
game, favourite place to 
visit etc. 
3. Now ask the children to 
sit at a table and hand 
them each a piece of 
paper. Ask them to draw a 
picture of one of their 
interests/favourite things. 
They can draw a picture for 
each interest if they wish. 
Finish the lesson with I am 
special. 
I am unique. 
I like different things than 
my friends and that is ok. 
I am interesting, I am 
different, I am important. 
 

Gather the children in a 
large circle and spread out 
the parachute so that every 
child can hold a handle or 
some of the fabric around 
the edge.  

Practise with each eye 
colour represented in the 
class so that all children 
have a turn and understand 
the rules of the game.  Now 
repeat, this time using 
different types of 
characteristics. For 
example, children who: 

• Wear trousers 

• Have brown hair 

• Speak another 
language 

• Have a pet 

• Are five years old 

• Have visited 
another country 

Talk to the children about 
the game. Did everyone get 
a chance to run every time? 
Why not? Reinforce the 
idea that we are all 
different in many ways and 
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able to ‘play’ and still 
has cubes remaining.  .  

I like different things than 
my friends and that’s ok. 
I am interesting, I am 
different, I am important. 

that is what makes us 
special and unique. 

CP 
Possibilities 

Get the children to 
draw and label their 
family.  

Drawing people who 
are special to them.  

Practise sharing 
different objects in the 
provision.  

Drawing things they like to 
do.  

Draw their hobbies and 
interests.  

Looking at your friends and 
seeing what is the same 
and different about you.  

Key Vocab Family, love, valuable, 
special, unique, 
different 

Love, valuable, special, 
unique, different. 

Share, sharing, friend, 
take turns, timer 

Interests, hobbies, 
passions, like, dislike, 
enjoy different, similar, 
unique 

Interests, hobbies, 
passions, like, dislike, enjoy 
different, similar, unique 

same                                                                                                             
different                                                                                                                    
similar                                                                                                                    
diversity                                                                                                              
unique                                                         
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Physical Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

I Will Know How to use the space 

to dance. 

How to perform dance 

movements at different 

levels. 

How to move in time to 

the music. 

How to move at the same 

time as my partner. 

How to move in different 

directions. 

How to move in different 

directions. 

Warm Up Chn walk/skip around 
the space and weave 
in and out of each 
other. 

Call out 4 different 
sports and chn do any 
movements that they 
feel represent that 
sport.  

Chn explore arm 
movements of different 
strokes in swimming. 

Jog on the spot and 
swim as fast as 
possible. 

Call out different 
strokes for chn to do. 

Chn walk/skip around 
the space and weave in 
and out of each other. 

Call out 3 different 
commands for chn to 
do. 

Chn to walk/skip/ dance 
using ribbons or material. 

Chn walk/skip around the 
space and weave in and 
out of each other. 

Call out 3 different 
commands for chn to do. 

Chn to walk/skip/ dance 
using ribbons or material. 

Main Teach General discussion 

around Olympics 

Play video clip 

Imaginary ball passing 

Imaginary ball sports 

in group 

Ball sports dance 

performance 

Synchronised 

swimming with a 

partner 

Swimming on different 

levels – lying on front 

or back, low/high 

Moving to the music 

Swimming dance 

performance 

Let’s have a swimming 

race! 

Discuss track and field 

events 

Play video clips 

Running race 

Shot put/javelin/ long 

jump 

Moving to the music 

Athletics dance 

performance 

Discuss gymnastics 

Play video clip 

Explore floor gymnastics 

Making different 

gymnastics shapes 

Moving to the music 

Floor gymnastics dance 

performance 

 

Discuss torch and torch 

bearer in Olympics 

opening ceremony. 

Play video clips. 

Pass the torch 

Flag parade 

Sporting sequence of 4-6 

moves. 

Performance to awards 

ceremony music. 

Discuss medal ceremony. 
Play video clips.             
Medal ceremony                
All activities put together 
for final performance. 
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Plenary Did you enjoy the 

dance? What is your 

favourite sport? What 

was your favourite ball 

game and why? 

Did you enjoy the 

dance? What is your 

favourite swimming 

move?  

Did you enjoy the 

dance? What is your 

favourite track and field 

move? Was it fun 

taking part in a race? 

Did you enjoy the dance? 

Did you enjoy being a 

gymnast? How did you 

move at the same time as 

your friend? 

Did you enjoy the 

ceremonies? Which has 

been your favourite sport 

so far? 

Did you enjoy learning 

about the Olympics? Will 

you watch in 2028? 

 

Literacy Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Story The Quiet Little 
Firework 

Can’t You Sleep Little 
Bear 

The Runaway Pea Little Red Snowball The Dinosaur Who Pooped 
Christmas 

Vocab Performance, 
energetic, soared, 
silent, gasped, 
fluttered, beamed, 
peacefully. 

Settle, interesting, 
padding, tiniest, beside, 
grunted, glow, puzzled.  

Pinged, force, glee, 
twang, battered, 
collapsed, weary, 
mysterious,  

Replied, growled, 
shortcut, unlucky, arrived, 
peeped, disguised, fooled. 

Gazed, mission, suspicion, 
pesky, disaster, spectacles, 
gigantic, almighty. 

Covered, snoozing, 
unpleasant, clatter, 
gobble, beware, guzzled. 

Focus Character Setting Character Setting Character Setting 

Main Teach 
x2 

Read the story ‘Quiet 
Little Firework’. Explain 
that today we are 
going to be drawing a 
character. Ask chn to 
tell you what 
characters are in the 
story. Discuss that 
fireworks aren’t really 
people but we are 
making them look 
more human – a bit 
like the characters in 
Supertato.  
Model drawing your 
firework on the board 
– make reference to 

Ready the story ‘Can’t 
You Sleep Little Bear’. 
Introduce to children 
what a setting is – places 
where the story takes 
place. Some stories have 
lots of different settings, 
others only have one. 
Where do you think the 
setting is of today’s story? 
Model drawing the cave. 
Ask the children what 
details you could add that 
are in the story. Maybe 
Little Bear’s bed or the 
lantern that Big Bear 
hooks up. 

Read the story ‘The 
Runaway Pea’. We are 
back to drawing 
characters this week 
and we’ve got a few to 
choose from. What 
characters can you 
remember from this 
story? Take a vote 
from the class on 
which one to choose 
to draw.  
Model drawing one of 
the vegetables from 
the story and write a 
word to describe it 
along with the name of 

Read the story ‘Little Red’. 
Explain that this is an 
alternative version of a 
story that we know very 
well…I wonder if you can 
guess what it is.  
We are going to draw a 
setting today from the 
story. What settings are 
there? Grandma’s house 
or the forest. Take a vote 
on which one to draw. 
Use a picture in the book 
to support details needed 
in your drawing.  
What words could we use 
to describe our setting? 

Read the story ‘Snowball’. 
Last week we drew a 
setting so we are going to 
alternate it again and draw 
a character. After 3, tell 
me who is the main 
character in this story. 
Snowball! Look at the 
shape of snowball and his 
features. Get the children 
to talk you through step 
by step how to draw him. 
What words could we use 
to describe Snowball? 
Round, cold, fun, big, soft 
etc. Model writing the two 
words on the board using 

Read the story ‘The 
Dinosaur Who Pooped a 
Christmas. It’s our final 
week of Drawing Club. We 
should be doing a setting 
really if we follow the 
repeating pattern of our 
lessons but it might be a 
bit tricky with this story 
and I thought it would be 
so fun to draw a big 
pooping dinosaur…what 
do you think? Get the 
children to help you draw 
the dinosaur you can have 
some fun with this…can 
children describe it. Model 
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the shapes and 
patterns.  
What sounds do 
fireworks make? 
Choose a sound to 
write on the board. 
Model segmenting 
fingers and letter 
rhymes for correct 
letter formation.  

How could we describe 
the cave? 
Big, dark, scary etc. 
Model writing on the 
board along with the 
word case. Introduce a 
finger space using a lolly 
stick. When we are 
writing two words we 
need a finger space. 

the vegetable e.g., 
long carrot 
Emphasis on 
segmenting fingers to 
sound out. Remind 
children when we are 
writing two words we 
need to split them up 
with a finger space, 
model using the lolly 
stick to support this.  

Ask children how to sound 
out the first word using 
segmenting fingers. What 
do we need to do before 
we write the next word? 
Read the words back to 
practice blending skills.  

segmenting fingers to 
sound out and modelling 
use of lolly stick to aid 
remembering a finger 
space between words. 
Practise reading back to 
check spelling.  

sounding out and using 
finger spaces.  

Focus Activity Chn to draw their own 
firework and write an 
onomatopoeia word. 

Chn to draw the cave and 
write a word to describe 
it.  

Chn to draw one of the 
vegetables and write a 
word to describe it. 

Chn to draw the forest or 
Grandma’s house and 
write a word to describe. 

Chn to draw Snowball and 
write a word to describe 
him.  

Chn to draw the dinosaur  
and write a word to 
describe it.  

 

Maths Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

I Will Know 
1 

Practice counting to 5 
1:1 correspondence  

practise subitising 
amounts to 4 
revisit ‘more than’ or 
‘fewer than’ by 
looking. 

identify the 'whole' when 
shown 1 part of a familiar 
object 
identify that the parts are 
still visible when they are 
assembled to make the 
whole 
hear the language of 'whole' 
and 'parts'. 

investigate ways to 
compose and de-compose 
sets of 3 
explore how 1 and 2 are 
parts of 3. 

hear and join in with the 
counting sequence to 10, 
including using songs and 
rhymes 
use their fingers to 
represent quantities to 5 
and to begin to represent 
quantities to 10 
match different 
representations of 
quantities to 5 with 
amounts shown on their 
fingers. 

 

Main Teach 
1 

Share the rhyme 5 green 
peas. Do you have 5 
fingers? Show me. Get 
the children to join in the 
second time. Show the 

Play a game of ‘Who 
has more?’ 

I have some 
[counters/cubes] in 

I’ve got a [box] full of 
different parts here. Do you 
think you can help me sort 
out a problem? In my [box] I 

Today we’re going to 
investigate how to find 
parts of a whole group. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5… [Sing/say the 
rhyme slowly as you 
‘grow’ the fingers on your 
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children a large hand 
template (see resources 
below) and a small bag, 
which contains 5 hidden 
‘peas’ Count together as 
you pull out 5 ‘peas’ and 
place them onto the 
palm of the hand 
template. 

How many peas have we 
got altogether? [Circle 
the whole amount with 
your finger.] 

I wonder how we could 
prove that we’ve got 5?  

 

this basket. I’m going 
to take a handful and 
[Teaching Assistant or 
child] is going to take 
a handful.  

Both you and the 
teaching assistant or 
volunteer child should 
take a handful each 
and then put your 
hands behind your 
backs. 

Can you guess who has 
more in their hand? 
Why do you think 
that? 

Let’s look and see.  

Open your hands to 
compare by looking. 

Were you right? How 
do you know? 

Count out the 
counters/cubes 1 at a 
time to check, placing 
them in a line and 
emphasising the 
‘stopping number’ to 
reinforce ‘how many 
altogether’ [you could 
use a circling gesture 
here to emphasise the 
set]. When counting 

have collected some things 
that I found left out, and they 
need sorting. Do you think 
you can help me decide 
which whole thing each part 
belongs to? 

Remove one ‘part’ at a time 
from the basket/box. 

What do you think this is 
from? Is it the whole […] or 
just 1 part of it?  

The last item you reveal 
should be a toy that can be 
reconstructed easily by the 
children, but which still has 
visible parts when complete. 
Identify what the toy is from 
the parts and then ask: 

Can you help me put the [toy] 
back together?  

Encourage the children to 
take on the role of locating 
the other parts and 
reconstructing them. 

Now we have a ‘whole’ [toy]! 

But, do you think it still has 
parts? Can you still see the 
parts? (e.g. “Yes, we can see 
the parts even though it has 
now been put together.”) 

Select 3 children for the 
demonstration. Give 2 of 
these children a hat each 
(or similar) to wear.  

Do you think we can split 
our whole group of 3 
children into 2 parts?  

Generate a discussion 
around how the 3 children 
could be sorted: e.g. 
children wearing hats/NOT 
wearing hats; children 
wearing jumpers/NOT 
wearing jumpers, etc.  

Separate the 3 children 
clearly by moving them 
apart. Use ‘thinking aloud’ 
to encourage the children 
to join in with the 
discussion. 

I wonder… can we still see 
our whole group of 3 
children? 

So, is [child’s name] a part 
of the whole group of 3 
children? [Use a circle 
gesture to indicate the 
whole group.] 

Do you think 1 is a part of 
3? 

What about [child 2’s 
name] and [child 3’s name]. 

right hand in time with 
the words.] 

Once I caught a fish 
alive… [Wiggle your 5 
fingers.] 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10… [Starting 
with your thumb, ‘grow’ 
the fingers on your left 
hand as you slowly 
sing/say this line.] 

Then I let it go again. 
[Wiggle your 10 fingers.] 

Now we’re going to play a 
game called ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5’. 

I’ll show you a picture and 
you need to hold up an 
equal number of fingers. 
[Show 1 of the flashcards 
(see resources below).]  

Can anyone show me an 
equal number of fingers?  

Why is it an equal number 
of fingers? [Allow time for 
a discussion of what we 
mean by an equal 
number.] 

I’m going to show you 
another card. Are you 
ready to show me an 
equal number of fingers? 
Let’s play! 
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out the second 
person’s 
counters/cubes, place 
them in a line 
alongside the first 
person’s, matching the 
items 1:1 so that a 
visual comparison can 
be made.  

Were we right? Who 
had more... ? 

 

So, we can say that parts can 
join together to make a 
whole. 

Are they a part of the 
whole group of 3 children? 

Do you think that 2 is a part 
of 3? 

Let’s check this out using 
my [blocks/cardboard 
squares]. 

Build a tower made up of 3 
large blocks or cardboard 
squares to model the 
groups within 3. Separate 
the initial tower into a 
tower of 1 and a tower of 
2. Discuss with the children 
how the blocks/squares can 
show that 3 can be split 
into 2 and 1. 

Allow the children to 
explore making numbers 
in different ways, but 
then encourage them to 
use the fingers on just 1 
hand and to try to find 
the quickest way to make 
each number. 

There are 5 fingers on my 
hand. 

Use as many of the 
remaining flashcards as 
appropriate for your 
class. 

Activity 1 Play ‘How many 5s?’ 
Place dried peas or beans 
in a play tray. Ask the 
children to match the 
peas to the holes in 
number plates 
representing 5 

Play a game of ‘Feed 
the ducks!’ using 
seeds or small-world 
fish and 3 rubber 
ducks. Roll a die and 
give out that number 
of seeds, 1 at a time, 
to each duck. Does 
each duck have more 
than, fewer than or 
the same as the other 
ducks? How do you 
know? 

Ask the children to find a 
classroom object that is 
made up of parts that may or 
may not be removable. 
Support them to talk about 
what they notice about the 
parts inside the object. 
Further assist them to name 
any parts that they can 
identify but can’t name. The 
children could draw their 
chosen objects and be 
supported to label the 
different parts. 

Give the children 3 or 4 
interlocking cubes to join 
together in different ways. 
Is your way different? How 
is it different?  

 

Ask the children to match 
dot/image and numeral 
cards. Provide images 
showing different 
numbers of objects from 
1 to 5, such as those in 
the Session 1 resources. 
Then provide number 
plates or cards with 
different representations, 
such as numeral cards, for 
the children to match to 
the object images. 
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Vocab 1 Five, object,  Subitising, more, 
fewer,  

Part, whole, how many Part, whole, blocks Part, whole, equal   

I Will Know 
2 

Practise counting 
Making 5 in different 
ways.  

compare groups of up 
to 3 objects by 
matching them 1:1 
say when they have an 
equal number. 

identify parts of their own 
body 
recognise that some whole 
objects have parts that 
cannot be removed. 

investigate ways to 
compose and de-compose 
4. 
 

remember that the 
'stopping number' tells us 
how many we need 
altogether 
begin to recognise 
numerals to 5 
develop their 
understanding of equal 
amounts. 

 

Main Teach 
2 

Display the image of 
Numberblock Five on 
slide 3 of the 
presentation. For 
context, you may wish to 
watch Numberblocks 
Series 1, Episode 7 and 
sing the ‘High 5’ song.  

Has anyone ever had a 
‘High Five’? 

Why do you think it is 
called that? 

Practise ‘up high’, ‘down 
low’, and ‘to the side’ 
with the children. 

Give small groups or 
pairs of children copies 
of the hand template 
(see resources below).  

Show the children 
pictures or toys 
representing the 3 
characters you have 
chosen. 

Set a context for the 
children, e.g. a party, a 
picnic, going to the 
beach. 

I’ve got a lot of things 
ready to take to the 
[…]. What can you 
see? How many of 
each thing do I need? 
How can I find out if 
I’ve got the right 
number? 

[Choose objects that 
each character should 
only get 1 of – i.e. 
avoid pairs. Make sure 

Watch the Numberblocks clip 
on slide 3 of the 
presentation. 

Are you made up of different 
parts? 

Generate a discussion with 
the children about whether a 
body has parts even though 
we can’t take the parts off. 
You might express doubt and 
need to be ‘convinced’. 

Do you think that your body 
has parts that make up the 
whole of you? 

Sing ‘Heads, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes’ or a similar 
action song together. 

Do we all have the body 
parts in the song? 

Watch the Numberblocks 
clip on slide 9 of the 
presentation.  

What did you see the 
Numberblocks doing? 

Generate a discussion 
about the Stampoline 
patterns. What did the 
children notice? 

Let’s see if we can make 
our own Stampoline 
patterns for Four! 

Distribute squares of card, 
square stickers, sponge 
cubes, paint dabbers or 
blocks that the children can 
print with. Then, model 
making your own 
Stampoline of 4 squares. 

Let’s look at this picture 
carefully. [Choose the 
flashcard showing 2 dots.] 
What do you notice? 
What else do you notice? 

Draw attention to the 
numeral, e.g. This is a 
number. It represents 2.  

Use a puppet or soft toy 
to introduce the activity.  

[Teddy] is going to help 
me play a different game 
with the cards and some 
objects that I have in this 
basket.  

Place all of the flashcards 
face down. Then shuffle 
them around. The 
puppet/soft toy or an 
adult should turn over a 
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Can you collect 5 objects 
and place them on the 
fingers of your hand 
template? 

Can you do it with 5 
objects that are all the 
same? … 5 that are the 
same but different 
colours? … 5 that are 
different sizes? … 5 that 
are completely different? 

Watch what the children 
do and then share 1 or 2 
of their collections with 
the class. 

Is it still 5? How do you 
know? 

that you have 3 of 
each object.] 

Can you help me to 
find out if we have the 
right number? 

How many […] do we 
need? How many […] 
have we got?  

Have we got the same 
number? Is it equal?  

Can you help me to 
match the [objects] to 
the [characters]? 

We have 3 
[characters]. We need 
an equal number 

Use the stem sentence: My 
[…] is a part of me and the 
whole of me is [name]. 

Can we take our bodies 
apart? Can we take the parts 
away from the whole? 

[Optional activity:  

Find a toy that cannot be 
taken apart and hide it under 
a cloth.  

Slowly reveal a part of it and 
ask the children to guess 
what the whole is 

Is this a Stampoline for 
Four? How do you know?  

Can anyone make a 
different one? 

Is it still 4? How do you 
know? 

Generate a discussion 
around the Stampoline 
patterns the children have 
made.  

Draw attention to spatial 
language when describing 
the different parts of the 
whole shape, e.g.  

We’ve got 3 in a line and 1 
in the middle, but it’s still 4 
in the whole group 

card and then collect an 
equal number of items 
from the basket. 

Well done, [Teddy]! What 
did you notice [Teddy] do? 

Watch again… can you 
help [Teddy] to find an 
equal amount? How 
many does [Teddy] need 
to collect? 

Make the puppet/soft toy 
turn over another card, 
but this time ensure they 
make a mistake and keep 
on counting out more 
objects than is needed, 
forgetting the ‘stopping’ 
number. 

What mistake is [Teddy] 
making? Can anybody 
help [Teddy] to collect the 
correct number of 
objects? [Ask 1 of the 
children to count out the 
objects, then make the 
puppet/soft toy count out 
the objects again.] 

Is [Teddy] right? Is this an 
equal amount to [the first 
child’s] way? How do you 
know? 

Play the game again. 
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Activity 2 
Label hoops, chalk rings 
or containers with 
representations of 
quantities to 5 (e.g. 
fingers, number plates, 
etc.) and encourage the 
children to make 
matching collections of 
objects. 

Set up a picnic area 
with plates, cups, 
food, etc. Do we have 
the right amount? 

 

Complete simple jigsaw 
puzzles with the children. 
Have we got all the parts we 
need to complete the whole 
puzzle? 

 

Ask the children to create 
potato or cork prints with 
paint. How many ways can 
you print 4 dots? 

  

Vocab 2 Five, collections, groups Equal, amount, 
altogether,  

Part, whole, altogether Part, whole, pattern, 
stampolines.  

  

I Will Know 
3 

count each object, action 
or sound once  
count 5 and 5 to make 10 
altogether. 

build towers with an 
equal number of 
squares 
match the squares in 
the towers 1:1 
say when there is an 
equal number, too 
many or not enough. 

investigate ways to compose 
and de-compose sets of 2 
and 3 
know that 1 and 2 are parts 
of 3. 

investigate ways to 
compose and de-compose 
5  
use spatial language to 
describe the shapes 
explain that different parts 
can make the same whole. 

remember that the 
'stopping number' tells us 
how many we need 
altogether 
begin to recognise 
numerals to 5 
begin to understand that 
when a set of objects is 
rearranged, its quantity 
remains the same. 

 

Main Teach 
3 

Display a die frame (see 
resources below) and 10 
counters in a pot for the 
children to choose from. 
Try to provide counters 
that are all the same 
colour. 

Who can show me 5 
counters on my die 
frame? 

Is it 5? How do we know? 

 Model building a 
tower made up of 3 
identical squares of 
coloured card one 
above the other on 
the carpet or on a flip 
chart. 

Who would like to 
make another tower 
with an equal number 
of squares? [Ask one 
of the children to use 
identical squares of 

Show the children 2 orange 
tiles or 2 squares of orange 
paper/card. 

Can you guess who this 
might be? [You could draw 
Numberblock Two’s features 
on the tiles to prompt the 
children.] 

Yes! It’s Numberblock Two!  

Is Two made up of different 
parts? 

Today we’re going to make 
Stampoline patterns for 
Five! Would anyone like to 
start? 

Distribute squares of card, 
square stickers, sponge 
cubes, paint dabbers or 
blocks that the children can 
print with, as per Sessions 2 
and 3. Again, you may wish 
to vary your method for 
creating Stampolines in this 

Let’s play a different 
counting game today! 

I’m going to build a tower 
with these [blocks/cubes]. 
Count with me as I build 
it. 

Build a tower of soft, 
large blocks or cubes 
[using between 6 and 10 
objects in total], counting 
as you build. 
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Use the generalised 
statement: There are 5 
spots on my die pattern. 

What about if we did it 
again? 

Provide another blank 
die frame, placing it 
alongside the first die 
frame. Ask the children 
to place 5 counters on 
the second frame. 

Is it 5? How do we know? 

How many counters 
altogether? [Use a 
circling gesture to show 
the whole amount.] Yes! 
5 spots and 5 spots 
makes 10 spots 
altogether! 

Check this conclusion by 
tagging and counting 
together, slowly and 
rhythmically, 
emphasising the 5 and 
the 10. 

I wonder if there’s 
anywhere else where we 
can see a 5 and a 5 that 
make 10? 

the same coloured 
card to make a tower 
of 3 squares alongside 
the first tower.] 

Is it an equal number 
of squares? How do 
you know? [Line the 
towers up so that 1:1 
matching can take 
place.] 

Make another tower 
of 3 squares, this time 
using different 
coloured card. Line it 
up with the 2 previous 
towers. 

Is it an equal number 
of squares? How do 
you know? [Encourage 
1:1 matching with the 
previous towers in the 
contrasting colour.] 

Make another tower 
of 3 – this time 
starting at a higher 
point than the 
previous towers. 

I think that this tower 
has more squares. Am 
I right? What do you 
notice? [Reposition 
the towers so that 1:1 

How can you describe the 
parts that Two is made up 
of? Have a think and whisper 
to your partner.  

Take suggestions from the 
children and ask them to 
demonstrate or model their 
ideas. 

So 1 is a part, and another 1 
is a part, and the whole 
makes Two. 

Is there another way to show 
the parts that Two is made 
of? 

Allow time for the children to 
explore composing and de-
composing the 2 
tiles/squares. 

What’s the same and what’s 
different to the other ways? 

Draw attention to the 
numerosity of the parts:  

If we are de-composing 
Numberblock Two into parts, 
we can put the parts into 
different places, but we can 
only split Two into a 1 and 
another 1. 

Show the children 3 yellow 
tiles or 3 squares of yellow 
card/paper. 

session. Ask the children 
for suggestions of ways to 
make 5, encouraging them 
to use spatial language to 
describe the Stampolines 
they are creating. Choose 1 
child to come forward and 
show their Stampoline 
pattern for Five.  

How can we use numbers 
to describe this Stampoline 
pattern? 

Take suggestions from the 
other children, again 
encouraging the use of 
spatial language. 

Use the stem sentence: 
_____ and _____ make 5 
altogether.  

[Use a gesture to trace the 
parts and then circle the 
whole.] 

Can we show this on our 
fingers? 

Allow the children time to 
explore making the 
corresponding numbers 
with the fingers of 1 hand. 
[Some children may need 
time to ‘grow’ their 
fingers.] 

Gently, knock the tower 
over.  

Is it still the same number 
of blocks now they have 
been knocked over? How 
do you know?  

How can we check that 
it’s still the same number? 

Count together to check, 
emphasising the 
‘stopping’ number. Draw 
attention to the fact that 
the blocks look different 
now they’ve been 
knocked over, but there is 
still the same quantity. 

Repeat the activity, 
choosing a different 
number between 6 and 
10. 
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Yes! 5 fingers and 5 
fingers makes 10 fingers 
altogether! 

 

matching can take 
place.] 

Is it an equal number 
of squares after all? 

Make a final tower of 
3, this time spreading 
the squares out so 
there is more space 
between each square 
than in previous 
towers. 

I think that this tower 
definitely has more 
squares. Am I right? 
What do you notice? 
[Reposition the towers 
so that 1:1 matching 
can take place.] 

Who can make a 
tower that does not 
have an equal number 
of squares? 

Is Numberblock Three made 
up of different parts? 

Generate a discussion with 
the children about the 
different parts that make 
Three. 

Are the parts of Three always 
the same?  

Is the whole still Three? 

Now I’M going to have a 
turn at making a 
Stampoline pattern for Five.  

Make a pattern that is a 
reflection or rotation of the 
pattern the child already 
made.  

Is my pattern completely 
different from [child’s 
name]’s pattern? How 
would you describe my 
pattern using numbers?  

Use the stem sentence 
structure above to describe 
the parts and the whole 
shape. 

So, that’s interesting. 
_____ and _____ make 5 
altogether. I wonder what 
else we can find out? 

Activity 3 Use counters to 
represent e.g. scoops of 
ice-cream or pizza 
toppings. Roll a 1–5 die 
to find a target number 
of scoops or toppings. 
Ask the children to show 
you on their fingers the 
number rolled and then 
to place the correct 
number of items onto 

Build a tower of 5 
blocks or interlocking 
cubes and ask the 
children to build 
another tower of 5. 
Have you built a tower 
of 5? What's different 
about your tower? 
What's the same? Can 
you build another 
tower of 5? What's the 

Use pattern blocks to 
construct given patterns, 
providing either a template 
for the children to match 
shapes to or an outline that 
will allow them to select 
from a range of shapes. Talk 
about the parts that make up 
the whole pattern. 

 

See above.   
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pictures of empty ice-
cream cones or pizza 
bases. Can they use 
counters and a number 
plate or die frame to 
represent how many 
they have? 

same / what's 
different? 

 

Vocab 3 Group, ten frame, dice Number, same, 
different, equal, 
fewer, more 

Part, whole, compose, 
decompose 

Part, whole, altogether, 
stampoline 

 

 

 

 

 

UTW Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember Why Harvest is 
celebrated.  

Why Diwali is 
celebrated. 

How to be safe at 
school. 

How we have changed? How transport was 
different in the past. 

The names of some 
materials. 

Starter Show children pictures 
of our Harvest 
celebration. Why did 
we do that? 

Share pictures of Diwali 
celebrations and ask 
children what is 
happening in the 
pictures and why. 

How can we show that 
we are being safe in our 
classroom and around 
the school. (Linked to 
PSED) 

TTYP: What has changed 
from when you were a 
baby? Think about how 
you look and what you can 
do now.  

Can you tell me what was 
different about cars in the 
past compared to now? 
Clues: seatbelt, radio, 
electricity… 

When we were exploring 
toys from the past, we 
learned a lot about the 
materials they were made 
from. Look through the 
pictures and ask chn what 
material that toy is made 
from.  

I Will Know Why Diwali is 
celebrated.  

The importance of 
Remembrance Day 

Road Safety How transport was 
different in the past.  

How toys were different in 
the past.  

What material magnets 
pick up. 

Main Teach What do you celebrate 
in your family? 
Birthdays, Christmas, 
new year. People who 
go to a Christian 

Do you know why 
people are wearing 
poppies recently? It is 
part of the 

Explain to children that 
it is Road Safety week 
this week. How can you 
be safe around the 
roads? 

Use this video: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/te
ach/class-clips-
video/articles/zs6d239 
pausing at various points 

Just like the transport we 
looked at last week, toys 
have changed a lot over 
the past 50 years. Back 
then, there was no such 

Show children a magnet. 
What do you think this is 
and what does it do? It is a 
magnet. It is attracted to 
certain materials and is 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zs6d239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zs6d239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zs6d239


                        Dearham Primary School - Reception Autumn 2 Medium Term Plan                                                                                
 

church celebrate the 
birth of Jesus at 
Christmas. It is a 
religious festival. 
Today we are learning 
about another 
religious festival called 
Diwali. Tell chn the 
story of Rama and Sita. 
Reiterate that Diwali 
celebrates the victory 
of good over evil, of 
light over darkness. 
Show children Diwa 
lamps and explain 
families light them in 
their homes to 
celebrate. Diwali is also 
known as the festival 
of light. Watch this 
video to see how 
families prepare for 
Diwali 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
cbeebies/watch/lets-
celebrate-diwali 

Remembrance Day 
traditions.  
 What is Remembrance 
Day for? It is to 
remember all of the 
soldiers that died in the 
war. This happens on 
November 11th every 
year. People wear 
poppies to remember, 
they take part in a 2 
minutes silence to 
remember and some 
people also take part in 
a parade to remember.  
Watch CBeebies 
Poppies animation. 
https://www.youtube.c
om/ 
watch?v=wOT5CDnYHE
s 
How do you think the 
rabbit felt once the war 
was over? The soldiers 
and their families all felt 
relieved when it was 
over and grateful to the 
people who fought for 
our country to keep us 
safe. We will remember 
them. 

Because we are nearly 
in Winter, it is often still 
dark when we get up in 
the morning and it is 
getting dark when we 
leave school too.  
Focus the chn’s 
attention on how hard 
it is to see dark clothing 
at night or when the 
weather is bad e.g. 
foggy. Play the 
interactive game, 
exploring clothing worn 
during the day and at 
night. 
https://www.think.gov.
uk/resource/be-bright-
be-seen-game/  
Have any pupils seen 
people travelling with 
special clothing or 
equipment that make 
sure they are seen in 
the dark or when it’s 
raining really hard and 
it’s difficult to see? 
Show chn our high vis 
vests. We wear these 
whenever we go out on 
a walk so it is really easy 
for people to see us, 
they help to keep us 
safe. Explore what 

to discuss what is shown. 
Stop when it gets to the 
quiz section.  
In the video, look at the 
different types of 
transport, engage children 
by asking them to put 
their hand on their head if 
they’ve been on a 
bus/train/plane/boat. 
Explore what cars looked 
like in the past and the 
different rules that have 
been put into place as 
time has gone on. Cars 
have changed a lot! 
Then look at the images 
on the PPT, exploring 
transport past and 
present, can chn identify 
which is which. Encourage 
them to explain WHY they 
think that. 

thing as an iPad or a 
Nintendo switch. Lots of 
the toys in our classroom 
would not have existed 50 
years ago. 
Watch the video: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=iuovpz2O3Xc 
and pause to discuss the 
different toys you see. Lots 
of discussion around 
materials used to make 
toys in the past compared 
to lots of plastic that we 
see now. 
Show chn the collection of 
toys you have from the 
past and how to use them. 
Have this in provision for 
children to explore.  

able to pick them up. Here 
I’ve got a teapot from our 
mud kitchen, a fork, a 
measuring jug and a water 
bottle. 
TTYP: What materials are 
these objects made from? 
The teapot and the fork are 
made of metal, the 
measuring jug and water 
bottle are made of plastic. 
Which objects do you think 
the magnets will attract to 
and pick up? Let’s test it 
out!  
What did you notice? The 
magnet only picked up the 
metal objects, not the 
plastics. I wonder if this will 
be the same with all metal 
and plastic. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/%20cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali
http://www.bbc.co.uk/%20cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali
http://www.bbc.co.uk/%20cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/be-bright-be-seen-game/
https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/be-bright-be-seen-game/
https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/be-bright-be-seen-game/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuovpz2O3Xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuovpz2O3Xc
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makes them really 
visible. 

CP 
Possibilities 

Traditional 
decorations, photos 
and books in provision 
for children to explore. 

Chn to make their own 
poppies – painting, clay, 
loose parts etc.  

Chn to design their own 
high-vis vest using 
bright colours.  

Sorting pictures of past 
and present transport. 
Transport 
drawing/colouring. 

Toys from the past 
available for children to 
explore. 

Magnets out in CP for 
children to freely explore. 

Key Vocab Rama, Sita, Diwali, 
celebration, tradition, 
festival.  

Remembrance Day, 
remember, soldiers, 
war.  

Bright, hi-vis, reflective. Transport, past, present, 
law.  

Past, present, wood, 
metal, plastic.  

Magnets, attract, repel, 
metal, plastic. 

 

 

EAD Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember How to mold 
playdough.  

How to mold clay with 
my hands.  

How to use glue. How to use Sellotape.  How to mold and cut clay.  How to draw people. 

Starter Dough disco! Ask children to show 
you the motion of how 
to mold using their 
hands and thumb. 
Model and ask them to 
correct. 

Show children different 
materials that you want 
to combine – which 
glue would be better 
suited, glue stick or 
PVA? 

TTYP: What materials join 
together well with 
Sellotape? 

TTYP: How can we make 
clay flat? How can we cut 
clay? How can we join 
clay? 

Model drawing a person 
incorrectly (stick 
arms/legs/arms coming out 
of head etc) – children to 
correct you and describe 
features needed. 

I Will Know How to use my hands 
to mold clay 

How to use tools to cut 
and join clay 

How to use Sellotape to 
join materials. 

Using masking tape I can make marks in clay Christmas drawings 

Main Teach What is Diwali also 
known as? The festival 
of light. Today we are 
going to use clay to 
make our own Diwa 
lamps. Show chn the 
instructions on how to 
do this.  
Take a piece of 
modelling clay and roll 
it into a ball in your 

Last week we were 
molding the clay using 
our hands. Today we 
are going to use some 
tools. Show children the 
rolling pin, the cutters 
and some water. Show 
the children your clay 
poppy example that you 
already made. What do 
you think we are going 

Another way of joining 
materials is Sellotape. 
There are so many 
different materials that 
Sellotape works really 
well on – usually those 
that have smooth 
surfaces such as paper, 
wood like our tables or 
lollipop sticks. Sellotape 
doesn’t work as well on 

Explain that masking tape 
is very similar to Sellotape 
but it is a bit easier to use. 
Rather than needing a 
dispenser and/or scissors 
to cut off the length you 
need, you can rip or tear 
masking tape. You can use 
it to join materials like we 
did with the Sellotape but 
you can also use it in other 

Today we are going to be 
exploring how to make 
marks in clay to make our 
very own Christmas 
decoration. Show children 
the 3 examples that you 
have.  
How do you think I made 
these marks in the clay? 
Start with the star, I cut it 
using a cutter and then I 

We have worked lots this 
term on drawing characters 
and settings in Drawing 
Club so I thought it would 
be lovely to end the term 
showing all the fantastic 
drawing skills we have 
learned to draw a festive 
Christmas picture including 
lots of key features of 
Christmas. Who is a person 
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hands. Describe the 
texture.  Model how to 
press your thumb 
down into the centre 
of the clay ball to make 
a hollow area big 
enough to hold a tea 
light – this is called 
molding. We can keep 
molding it until it is the 
right size and shape to 
hold the tea light. Then 
we need to bake it to 
dry it out so that we 
can paint and decorate 
it like the ones in our 
investigation area. 

to use these for? I am 
going to use the rolling 
pin to roll the clay out 
to make it flat. I am 
going to use the cutter 
to cut out the shapes I 
need and then I am 
going to use the water 
to join them. Clay is 
different to paper, it 
doesn’t need glue to 
join, it just needs water. 
Model the steps of 
making your poppy. Do 
you think I can paint it 
yet? We need to bake 
it, a bit like we would a 
cake so it goes hard and 
then we can paint it. 

materials like feathers 
and felt. As we’ve been 
learning about road 
safety this week, I 
thought it would be 
great to use some tape 
to make a lollipop sign. 
Model using a paper 
plate, decorating it with 
the sign that you want 
(stop, go, speed limit, 
warning etc), then show 
children how to use the 
Sellotape dispenser to 
take off the sellotape 
that they need and join 
the lollipop stick to the 
plate.  
Model other ways to 
use it such as taping a 
pen to a car to explore 
making marks, or 
folding paper in half 
and sellotaping down 
the sides to make an 
envelope. 

ways as it is not as sticky 
as Sellotape so you can 
use it and then remove it. 
Some people use masking 
tape when they are 
painting their walls to stop 
it going on the sealing. We 
are going to use it on card 
to make some patterns 
and then see what 
happens when we take it 
off. Model ripping and 
putting masking tape onto 
card to make a pattern, 
then use the paint sticks 
to add colours and then 
carefully tear it off – 
producing the finished 
piece of art. Explain that 
you do have to be gentle 
when removing the 
masking tape as it can rip 
the card if you are too 
rough. 
 

have just slotted the 
sequins in. Model this. This 
adds such a nice texture 
and it also adds some 
lovely colour without 
having to paint it.  
Next show the Christmas 
tree. I have used a fork to 
imprint marks that look a 
little bit like pine needles. 
Model this. 
Finally show the 
snowflake. Again, I have 
used a cutter and then I 
have used the end of a 
paintbrush to make a dot 
pattern in the clay. Model 
this.  
 

that we talk about lots at 
Christmas? Santa/Father 
Christmas. Show a picture 
of him on the IWB and 
model drawing him – 
discuss key features and 
what he is wearing. What 
are other signs of Christmas 
that you might see around 
your house or out in the 
town? Christmas tree, 
Christmas lights, presents, 
reindeer etc. Choose a 
selection of children’s ideas 
to draw in your Christmas 
picture. Again, discussing 
key features and important 
details that need to be 
included as well as colours 
to choose.  

CP 
Possibilities 

Children to make their 
own clay diwa lamp. 

Children to make their 
own clay poppy. 

Freely exploring using 
Sellotape, ideas above 
out in provision also. 

Children to make their 
own patterns using 
masking tape. 

Children to make their own 
decoration.  

Children to do their own 
Christmas drawing. 

Key Vocab Clay, molding, diwa 
lamp. 

Tools, cut, join, bake. Sellotape, dispenser, 
join, secure. 

Masking tape, remove, 
tear. 

Slot, texture, imprint, 
pattern. 

Features, details. 
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Music Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember To learn about music from 
other cultures.  

That different music 
comes from different 
cultures.  

To learn about music 
from other cultures.  

Christmas songs.  Actions for Christmas 
songs.  

 

Starter The children learn about 
the Hindu festival of 
Diwali and its special 
music and dances. 
Watch the video:  on 
VideoLink. 
Ask the children: 

What did they 
notice in the 
video? 

What is Diwali the festival 
of? 

Introduce the Hanukkah 
story with this video:  
on VideoLink. 
Briefly recap what 
Hanukkah is. Tell the 
children that when 
Jewish people celebrate 
Hanukkah, they light 
candles, eat delicious 
food and play games. 
They also love to play 
and listen to music.  
Introduce the children 
to images of three 
traditional Jewish 
musical instruments 
and the sounds they 
make: 
Drum – simple frame 
drum made of wood 
with an animal skin 
stretched over the 
frame. 
Tambourine – very like 
modern tambourines. 
Cymbals – very like 
modern cymbals. 
 

Explain to the children 
that they are going to 
be learning about the 
festival of Kwanzaa. 
‘Kwanzaa’ means ‘first 
harvest’ and is a special 
festival held on the day 
after Christmas Day to 
celebrate African 
culture.  
Kwanzaa is a day of 
dancing, listening to 
music, spending time 
with friends and family 
and learning more 
about African culture 
and history. Kwanzaa 
can be celebrated by 
people of all cultures 
and religions. It is not a 
religious festival. 
One of the ways people 
in Africa like to sing and 
play instruments is 
through a ‘call and 
response song’. Tell the 
children that you and 
they are going to try a 
body percussion call 
and response. Clap out 

Ask the children if they 
know of any Christmas 
songs and whether they 
have a favourite Christmas 
song. Tell the children that 
this lesson is all about 
Christmas music!  

Remind the children about 
the festival of Christmas. 
Can any of them recall 
when and why it is 
celebrated? Tell the 
children that this lesson is 
all about Christmas music 
and action songs!  
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a simple beat and ask 
children to copy you. 

I Will 
Know 

Some dance moves from 
different cultures.  

Some of the 
instruments played. 

That drums are the 
main instrument in 
African music.  

Some Christmas songs.  Actions for different 
Christmas songs.  

 

Main 
Teach 

Hand out one or two 
scarves to each child. Play 
some traditional Diwali 
music using the link: Link:  
on VideoLink. 
Ask the children to dance 
and move to the music 
however they want. 
Dance alongside the 
children, moving your 
scarves and body in 
different ways to 
encourage them to do the 
same.  
Encourage the children to 
think about the tempo of 
the music and reflect it in 
their dancing.  
Put the moves together, 
playing the video from 
0:47 again.  
Ask the children what 
they have learned about 
Diwali: 

• Did they like the 
music?  

Is it different from the 
music they normally listen 
to? Why? 

Either show the 
children each of the 
three instruments using 
slides 1-3 of the 
Presentation: 
Traditional Jewish 
musical instruments, or 
show the children the 
pictures of the 
instruments using the 
flashcards from the 
Activity: Traditional 
Jewish musical 
instruments flashcards. 
Whether using the 
slides or the flashcards, 
read out the name of 
each instrument. 
Using slide 4 of the 
Presentation: 
Traditional Jewish 
musical instruments, 
play each of the 
numbered instrument 
audio clips in turn. Ask 
the children to listen 
carefully and then guess 
which instrument they 
are listening to by 
pointing to the correct 

Next change the rhythm 
slightly and repeat 
again. You could add in 
some different forms of 
body percussion. Now 
they can try joining in 
with a traditional 
African call and 
response song: . Explain 
to the class that they 
need to wait for the 
leader (the person 
singing the song) to sing 
first, and then they will 
copy, just like with the 
body percussion 
exercise. Ask the 
children if they know 
what the instrument in 
the song is (drums). 
Explain that drums are 
one of the most 
important instruments 
in African music.  
Challenge the children 
to go and look around 
the classroom and find 
something they can use 
as a drum. They could 
use empty boxes, 

The first song they’re 
going to sing is Jingle Bells. 
Ask the children if they 
can think of an instrument 
that could be used to play 
along with the song. Then 
show them the sleigh bells 
you are going to use.  
Ask the children if they 
can think of a way to use 
their voices to portray the 
reindeers’ hooves as they 
pull the sleigh. 
Demonstrate how to click 
your tongue to make a 
‘clip clop’ sound and ask 
the children to copy you.  
Split the class in half – 
Group A and Group B. 
Explain that Group A will 
sing the lyrics to the song 
and the Group B will play 
the instruments, then they 
will swap over. Hand out a 
set of sleigh bells to each 
child in the instrumental 
group. Gather in the 
instruments and bring the 
whole class back together. 
Tell the children that they 

Share the Presentation: 
When Santa got Stuck up 
the Chimney lyrics. Read 
the lyrics to the class and 
pause after each line to 
discuss its meaning and to 
ask the children to suggest 
a simple action to illustrate 
what is happening. 
Presentation: When Santa 
got Stuck up the Chimney 
lyrics  
Display on your interactive 
whiteboard 
   
When you have decided 
upon actions for the whole 
song, talk through it again, 
this time without pausing 
and add in all the actions.  
Ask the children to stand 
up and sing along with the 
music and perform their 
actions. 
Share the Presentation: 
The Reindeer Cokey lyrics 
and sing the first verse and 
chorus. Repeat the song, 
asking children to choose 
another part of the 
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flashcard. Clicking the 
mouse after each audio 
file will bring up the 
name of the instrument 
and an image of the 
instrument. 
Teach the children how 
to dance the Hora. The 
instructions are set out 
in the Activity: How to 
dance the Hora. You 
may also find the 
link:  on VideoLink 
useful. 
 

upturned trays, a 
tabletop, an upturned 
pencil pot etc.  
 

are now going to sing ‘We 
Wish You a Merry 
Christmas’ with actions. 
Use the link on slide 5 of 
Presentation: Traditional 
Christmas music to play 
the backing 
track.  Encourage the 
children to sing along with 
the song and the actions 
(see the  Activity: We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas 
lyrics).  

reindeer e.g. nose, legs, 
hooves instead of antlers. 
Presentation: The Reindeer 
Cokey lyrics  
Display on your interactive 
whiteboard 
   
Ask the children if they 
have another favourite 
Christmas song. Choose a 
few songs to sing together 
as a class. 

CP 
Possibilitie
s 

Practise dance moves.  Use some of the 
instruments, get a 
friend to close their 
eyes and see which 
instrument they can 
hear.  

Practise playing any 
drums the children can 
use.  

Practise singing Christmas 
songs.  

Practise singing Christmas 
songs. 

 

Key Vocab Diwali, celebrations, 
music, dance, traditional  

Hanukkah, Celebration, 
Music, Dance, 
traditional, Harp, 
Jewish, Drum, Cymbals 
Tambourine 

Kwanzaa, Africa, African 
music, Culture, 
Instrument, Call, 
Response, Drum, 
Rhythm 
Beat 

Christmas, Christian, 
Tradition, Culture, 
Celebration, Sleigh bells, 
Actions, Voice sounds 
Body percussion 

Christmas, Christian, 
Tradition, Culture, 
Celebration, Sleigh bells, 
Actions, Voice sounds 
Body percussion 
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RE Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Remember What special times are. The story of Rama and 
Sita.  

Why Hindu people 
celebrate Diwali.  

The story of Jesus.  How Christians celebrate 
Christmas.  

 

Starter What should we do when 
others are sharing their 
ideas? 
 Display the Presentation: 
Respectful religion and 
worldviews and click on 
the images to reveal ways 
to show respect when 
sharing ideas. 
Presentation: Respectful 
religion and worldviews 
Carpet time  
Display the Presentation: 
Special times and 
introduce each of the 
characters by clicking on 
them and reading times 
that are special to them. 
 

Display the 
Presentation: Paint 
splash. 
Ask the children if they 
can recall any of the 
ways to respect others, 
hidden by the paint 
splats. Take feedback 
then click to reveal the 
answers. 
 

Ask the children if they 
can recall any of the 
ways to respect others, 
hidden by the paint 
splats. Take feedback 
then click on the 
splashes to reveal the 
answers. 
 

Ask the children if they 
can recall any ways to 
respect others, hidden by 
the paint splats. Take 
feedback, then click on 
the colour splashes to 
reveal the answers. 
 

Ask the children if they can 
recall any ways to respect 
others, hidden by the paint 
splats. Take feedback then 
click on the colour splashes 
to reveal the answers. 
 

 

I Will 
Know 

What times are special.  The story of Rama and 
Sita.  

Why Hindu’s celebrate 
Diwali.  

The story of Jesus.  How Christians celebrate 
Christmas.  

 

Main 
Teach 

What is a special time for 
you? Show the children 
the wonder box.  

• Do you ever 
wonder about 
anything? 

• What big 
questions do you 
have? 

Ask the children to draw a 
time that is special to 

Display slide 1 of the 
Presentation: Diwali 
and click on the speech 
bubble to learn about 
Diwali. 
Presentation: Diwali    
Explain that the word 
festival means a 
celebration, often for 
religious reasons. Tell 
the children that the 

Display the 
Presentation: 
Celebrating Diwali and 
click on the character to 
see how some Hindu 
people celebrate 
Diwali.  

• What can you 
see in the 
pictures? 
(Answers 

listen to the Christmas 
story.  

• Why do many 
Christians believe 
baby Jesus was 
special?  

• Who came to 
visit baby Jesus?  

• How do you think 
the shepherds 
and wise men felt 

Play the Pupil video: 
Christmas celebrations. 
   
Ask the children: 

• What can you 
see? (Answers 
may include: 
giving and 
receiving cards 
and gifts; putting 
a star on top of a 
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them. Encourage them to 
think about birthdays, 
holidays, festivals or other 
special times they have 
experienced. 

• Why was this a 
special time for 
you? 

• Who were you 
with? 

• How did you 
feel? 

• Can you see any 
other children’s 
ideas that are the 
same or different 
to your special 
time?  

 

story of Rama and Sita 
is a big part of why 
Diwali is celebrated. 
Use the Resource: Rama 
and Sita  
Question 

• Why might 
Diwali be 
known as a 
festival of 
light? 

Diya lamps 
Explain that to 
remember the story of 
Rama and Sita, many 
Hindu people use diyas 
– small lamps made of 
clay with a candle. The 
lights help to show how 
good wins over bad in 
the story. 

1. Provide each 
child with a 
yoghurt pot, 
glue and tissue 
paper.  

2. Ask the 
children to tear 
or cut the 
tissue paper 
into pieces and 
glue it onto the 
outside of the 
pot to create a 
colourful lamp.  

include: people 
lighting 
candles; 
fireworks; 
giving and 
receiving gifts; 
eating special 
meals and 
food; creating 
rangoli 
patterns; 
wearing special 
clothes.) 

Prepare a large plastic 
tray by drawing a large 
rangoli pattern in the 
centre with chalk 
 

• What colours 
can you see? 

• Which is your 
favourite 
pattern and 
why? 

• What do the 
patterns make 
you think of? 

 

when they saw 
Jesus?  

Why do you think many 
Christians celebrate 
Christmas? 

• What does 
Christmas mean 
to you? 

• Do you do 
anything special 
during 
Christmas? 

Ask the children to create 
a puppet of a character 
from the Christmas story 
using collage materials  
What do you think is the 
most important part of 
the Christmas story? 

Christmas tree; 
going to church; 
setting up a 
nativity; eating a 
special meal.) 

• If you celebrate 
Christmas, what 
do you do? 

Did anything remind you of 
the Christmas story. 
Christmas baubles 
Hand out the Activity: 
Christmas bauble (one 
each) and the colouring 
pencils. 
If possible, show some 
examples of Christmas 
baubles. 
Ask the children to design 
a bauble that shows 
something that reminds 
them of the Christmas 
story such as baby Jesus in 
the manger, the 
shepherds, angels or the 
bright star in the sky. 
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3. Encourage 
them to make 
their lamps as 
bright as 
possible to 
help Rama and 
Sita see the 
way.  

4. Once the 
children finish 
decorating 
their lamps, 
provide them 
with sequins, 
or glitter to 
add an extra 
sparkle to their 
lamps. 

Questions  

• What colours 
could you use 
from the 
story?  

• Why do you 
think people 
put out lamps 
to help Rama 
and Sita find 
their way back 
home?  

 

CP 
Possibilitie
s 

Drawing a special time to 
them.  

Role play the story of 
Rama and Sita.  

Design your own rangoli 
pattern.  

Creating your own puppet.  
Role play  
 

Design your own bauble.   
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Key Vocab Celebrate                                                                                                                   
celebration                                                                                                                   
respect                                                                                                                
special                                                         

Diwali                                                                                                                     
diya                                                                                                                   
festival                                                                                                                 
Hindu                                                         

rangoli pattern                                                                                                                 
Christmas                                                                                                                    
Christian                                                                                                                   
God                                                                                                                    
Jesus                                                                                                                  
Nativity                                                         

bauble                                                         
                                                            
decoration                                                         

 

 


