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Nursery 

Acceptance of others  

• Ourselves  

• Our Families  

• Similarities and differences  

• Christmas Nativity story 

• Visit to St Mungo’s Church 

Reception 

What makes us special 

• Discussing what makes people special and recognising that everyone is different. 

• Discussing who is special to the children and understanding that everyone has different beliefs and ideas. 

• Exploring who helps people in the community. 

• Exploring why people should care for others through stories. 

• Learning that some Christians believe that Jesus is special by reading and discussing a story. 
 

Time to celebrate  

• To explore how some people celebrate different festivals. 
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Year 1 

How did the world begin? 

• Show respect when talking about big 
ideas 

• Understand what creation means in 
relation to the natural world. 

• Know that some people believe God 
created the world as described in 
Genesis. 

• Recognise that there are different 
creation stories to explain how the 
world began. 

• Express ideas about what a creator 
might be like. 

• Explore and express ideas about 
creation. 

 
What do some people believe God looks 
like? 

• Express ideas about God. 

• Explain how some Muslim people 
express their ideas about God. 

• Recognise some of the different 
forms of God in the Hindu 
worldview. 

• Recognise that many Christian 
people believe Jesus is the son of 
God and God on Earth. 

• Identify how some religious 
worldviews refer to and represent 
God. 

• Identify and explain some of the 
different names people use for God. 

 
 

 

What is God's job? 

• Investigate different beliefs about God 
through exploring the 99 names of 
Allah. 

• Identify beliefs about special 
relationships with God from a Jewish 
story. 

• Describe what some people believe 
about God using Jewish scripture. 

• Describe what some people believe 
about God using a Christian story. 

• Understand what some Hindus believe 
about God’s different forms and identify 
the roles of the Trimurti. 

• Explore some Zoroastrian beliefs about 
God through their creation story. 
 

Why should we care for the world? 

• Explore who might own the world 
through a creation story. 

• Investigate why some people believe 
God created humans last in the creation 
story. 

• Understand the meaning of stewardship 
through exploring quotes. 

• Investigate what some Muslims believe 
about caring for the world by exploring 
stories about Muhammad. 

• Understand why some people believe it 
is important to care for the world by 
exploring ahimsa. 

• Understand the importance of taking 
care of the world from different views. 

 

How do we know that new babies are special? 

• Explore the belief in a God that 
created humans and suggest why 
babies are special to parents. 

• Explain why some Muslim people 
welcome a new baby with the Adhan. 

• Explain how some Muslim people 
welcome a new baby by investigating 
Aqiqah. 

• Explain how some Hindu people 
welcome a new baby by exploring 
Jatakarma. 

• Explore how promises are made 
during Christian baptism ceremonies. 

• Identify why names are sometimes an 
important part of baby naming 
ceremonies. 

 
Why should we care for others? 

• Identify how and why some people 
care for others by exploring the Sikh 
belief in Sewa. 

• Investigate why many Muslims believe 
it is important to care for others by 
exploring Zakat. 

• Investigate why some ways of caring 
might take more effort and receive 
less thanks than others by exploring 
Tzedakah. 

• Explore Christian teachings on caring 
through stories about Jesus. 

• Identify some Humanist beliefs about 
the importance of caring for others. 
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Year 2 

Why do we need to give thanks? 

• Identify and discuss big questions. 

• Identify how and why some people 
say thank you. 

• Appreciate why harvest is an 
important time to express gratitude. 

• Identify some of the ways and 
reasons Hindus and Christians might 
show their gratitude to God. 

• Describe how and why some Hindus 
use puja to express gratitude to God. 

• Describe how Christian worship 
songs are used to express gratitude 
to God. 

 
What do candles mean to people? 

• Express and compare ideas about 
the meaning of candles. 

• Recognise why candles are used to 
represent stories and beliefs. 

• Know that the festival of Diwali can 
be celebrated in different ways. 

• Know how some Christian followers 
might celebrate Advent. 

• Understand what candles mean to 
people. 

 

How do we know some people have a special 
connection to God? 

• Identify how the Christmas story 
symbolises that Jesus is special. 

• Investigate why Guru Nanak is seen as 
special from birth within the Sikh 
worldview. 

• Identify how some people know that 
others are special using stories. 

• Understand that some people believe 
certain children are special by exploring 
a Hindu story. 

• Understand why Muhammad is special 
to some people through exploring a 
story. 

• Investigate a story that shows Jesus as 
special for some believers. 

 
What is a prophet? 

• Identify the characteristics of a prophet 
by exploring a story. 

• Investigate stories about people’s 
responses to the role of a prophet. 

• Explore the promises made to some 
prophets in stories and scriptures. 

• Investigate how the role of Muhammad 
is important to some Muslims using 
stories and scripture. 

• Explore the role of Jesus in different 
worldviews using stories and scripture. 

• Explain the importance of Guru Nanak 
for some Sikhs by looking at key events 
and teachings. 

 

How do some people talk to God? 

• Consider why some people might 
choose to talk to God. 

• Investigate ways some people pray. 

• Recognise how different people use 
their bodies to pray by exploring 
practices. 

• Understand why some people use 
special objects and clothing during 
prayer. 

• Explore Hindu prayer practices and the 
significance of special objects. 

• Explore where some prayers come 
from. 

 
Where do some people talk to God? 

• Explore how Muslims pray both 
individually and in a mosque. 

• Describe and explain the features of 
an Orthodox Christian church. 

• Compare different Christian places of 
worship. 

• Explore the importance of the 
synagogue to some Jewish people by 
identifying features that help them 
pray. 

• Discuss why a gurdwara is a special 
place for some Sikh people by 
discovering the importance of its 
different features. 

• Find out why different places are 
important to people because of their 
beliefs. 
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Year 3 

What makes us human? 

• Recognise that everyone has a 
worldview by exploring influences. 

• Consider what makes humans special 
by exploring beliefs about the soul. 

• Describe what some people believe 
about being human through 
exploring personal responses. 

• Explore the meaning of spirituality to 
different people. 

• Explain how and why some 
Buddhists meditate. 

• Present own and others’ views to 
answer the enquiry question, ‘What 
makes us human?’. 

 

Where do we get our morals from? 

• Explain what morals are. 

• Evaluate the importance of religious 
guidance to some Christian and 
Jewish people. 

• Explore how some people remember 
moral guidance. 

• Describe how some people apply 
religious guidance in daily life. 

• Analyse religious and non-religious 
guidance. 

• Express and justify opinions about 
moral guidance. 

 

Is scripture central to religion? 

• Examine some key beliefs about 
scripture from the Jewish worldview. 

• Explain how beliefs about the source of 
scripture may impact the value placed 
on it. 

• Make connections between beliefs 
about the Qur’an and the Hadith and 
how they are used. 

• Recognise and explain similarities and 
differences between Jewish and 
Christian scripture. 

• Explore the ways some Christians view 
and use the Bible. 

• Evaluate what makes scriptures central 
to religion. 

 
What happens if we do wrong? 

• Analyse the consequences of 
wrongdoing by exploring different 
perspectives. 

• Examine some Christian beliefs about 
the process of forgiveness. 

• Investigate how some religious people 
seek God’s forgiveness after 
wrongdoing. 

• Investigate some beliefs about what 
happens to the soul after repentance. 

• Investigate some Christian beliefs about 
cleansing the soul. 

• Explore some Hindu beliefs on how 
actions can affect the soul. 

 

Why is water symbolic? 

• Explore how water is important to life 
practically and symbolically. 

• Explore the significance of water in 
rituals. 

• Investigate water’s symbolism and role 
in various religious rituals. 

• Explore how water is considered 
precious in different cultures and 
religions. 

• Investigate how water is connected to 
special places through poetry and 
images. 

 
Why is fire used ceremonially? 

• Describe how fire can symbolise 
remembrance for some Christian and 
Jewish people. 

• Explore ways that fire can be used in 
the community. 

• Explore how fire is used at the 
Olympics. 

• Explore the significance of the eternal 
flame in the Jewish and Zoroastrian 
worldviews. 

• Examine how Hindu beliefs can be 
expressed through the symbolic use of 
fire. 

• Make links between the symbolism of 
fire in different worldviews. 
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Year 4 

Are all religions equal?  

• Listen and respond respectfully to 
others’ thoughts, opinions and ideas. 

• Recognise that there are many 
connections between religious 
worldviews. 

• Explain similarities and differences in 
how people understand God. 

• Identify how some Sikh beliefs and 
practices reflect ideas about religious 
equality. 

• Determine how Bahá’í teachings 
influence some practices. 

• Express ideas about religious 
equality and harmony. 
 

What makes some texts sacred? 

• Recognise how religious ideas can be 
communicated without written 
words. 

• Make connections with beliefs about 
the origin of scripture and how it is 
used. 

• Evaluate the significance of religious 
scripture to some people. 

• Describe the importance of scripture 
to some people. 
 

Just how important are our beliefs? 

• Make links between beliefs, promises 
and commitments demonstrated in 
some baby welcoming ceremonies. 

• Recognise the value of ceremonies of 
commitment to some religious and non-
religious people. 

• Reflect on whether commitment to 
beliefs can be shown through outward 
appearance. 

• Investigate how commitment to beliefs 
can be demonstrated through diet by 
some people 

• Explore why some people sacrifice time 
or money for their beliefs 

• Describe what sacrifice can mean to 
some Sikh people. 
 

Who was Jesus really? 

• Explore who Jesus was and how he has 
been represented in different ways. 

• Investigate the different groups Jesus 
might have associated with. 

• Consider how Roman life may have 
impacted on Judea. 

• Understand what a prophecy is and 
explore beliefs about prophecies. 

• Consider the concept of miracles and 
their significance to beliefs about Jesus. 

• Understand the significance of the 
Resurrection in Christianity and explore 
what it suggests about Jesus. 
 

Why is the Bible the best-selling book of all 
time? 

• Know how the Christian Bible came to 
exist using historical enquiry. 

• Explore the contents of the Bible and 
how they were decided on. 

• Evaluate the impact of people and 
events on the modern-day Christian 
Bible. 

• Explain the importance of Bible 
interpretation to many Christians. 

• Compare the use of the Christian Bible 
in different churches. 

• Identify ways in which the Christian 
Bible is relevant to some people today. 
 

Does the language of scripture matter? 

• Investigate the transition from oral 
tradition to written scripture in 
ancient civilisations. 

• Understand the importance of 
religious and cultural languages by 
exploring Yiddish. 

• Explore the importance of Classical 
Arabic in Muslim beliefs and practices. 

• Consider why some Jewish and Muslim 
people learn the language of their 
scriptures. 

• Understand the role of translations by 
exploring religious scripture. 

• Investigate the use of art in some 
religious scripture. 
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Year 5 

Why do people have to stand up for what 
they believe in? 

• Recognise how religious beliefs vary 
based on exploring different 
viewpoints. 

• Recognise the importance of 
religious freedom by interpreting 
news reports 

• Consider the challenges some 
religious figures faced by looking at 
Jewish, Christian and Sikh stories. 

• Explain why Bandi Chhor Divas is 
celebrated by many Sikhs 

• Consider how the meaning of 
festivals can differ by exploring the 
origin of Bonfire Night 

• Explain how and why people stand 
up for what they believe in. 

Why doesn’t Christianity always look the 
same? 

• Recognise factors that influenced the 
spread of Christianity 

• Identify some of the features of a 
Catholic church 

• Recognise why Christianity changed 
over time 

• Consider the impact of Christian 
practice 

• Appreciate that culture and tradition 
can influence the way Jesus and 
Christianity are portrayed around the 
world. 

What happens when we die? 

• Understand the significance of the soul 
in people’s beliefs about the afterlife 
and its role in Abrahamic worldviews. 

• Explore some Jewish beliefs about 
death through the concept of purgatory. 

• Investigate sources about the afterlife 
for some Muslim people. 

• Explain what funerals mean for different 
people. 

• Explore the role of forgiveness for 
people in different worldviews. 

• Recognise the significance of Dia de los 
Muertos as a religious and cultural 
celebration for some Catholic people. 

What happens after death?  

• Explain some Dharmic beliefs about the 
soul 

• Understand some beliefs about samsara 
and reincarnation. 

• Recognise factors that may contribute 
to someone breaking the cycle of 
reincarnation and samsara. 

• Describe how certain practices and 
traditions may help a Sikh person cope 
with the death of someone. 

• Express ideas about enlightenment 
based on Buddhist beliefs. 

• Express ideas about enlightenment 
based on Buddhist beliefs. 

Who should we get to be in charge? 

• Explore the creation of laws and 
teachings within communities. 

• Recognise different ways leaders 
might be selected. 

• Explore where some religious laws 
might come from. 

• Understand how Sikh Gurus were 
selected and the qualities valued in 
Sikh teachings. 

• Explore leadership qualities through 
the examples of historical and religious 
leaders. 

• Learn about Guru Gobind Singh’s 
leadership and the Guru Granth 
Sahib’s role in Sikhism. 

Why are some places in the world significant 
to believers? 

• Explore the creation of laws and 
teachings within communities. 

• Recognise different ways leaders 
might be selected. 

• Explore where some religious laws 
might come from. 

• Understand how Sikh Gurus were 
selected and the qualities valued in 
Sikh teachings. 

• Explore leadership qualities through 
the examples of historical and religious 
leaders. 

• Learn about Guru Gobind Singh’s 
leadership and the Guru Granth 
Sahib’s role in Sikhism. 
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Year 6 

Why does religion look different around the 
world? (pt 1) 

• Recognise how religious beliefs vary 
based on exploring different 
viewpoints. 

• Recognise the importance of 
religious freedom by interpreting 
news reports. 

• Consider the challenges some 
religious figures faced by looking at 
Jewish, Christian and Sikh stories. 

• Explain why Bandi Chhor Divas is 
celebrated by many Sikhs. 

• Consider how the meaning of 
festivals can differ by exploring the 
origin of Bonfire Night. 

• Explain how and why people stand 
up for what they believe in. 

 
Why does religion look different around the 
world? (pt 2) 

• Recognise the importance of words 
used to describe God. 

• Identify the similarities and 
differences between some 
Abrahamic religions. 

• Identify why some mitzvot have 
been adapted. 

• Explain reasons why traditions can 
vary within a religion. 

• Recognise how some religious 
practices are influenced by both 
culture and scripture. 

• Discuss reasons why someone may 
choose to cover their hair. 

Why is it better to be there in person? 

• Explore the factors that can shape 
someone’s experience of a religious or 
non-religious event. 

• Understand the significance of places 
for some Jewish and non-Jewish people. 

• Evaluate the rules around attending 
significant places. 

• Consider the challenges that many 
Muslims may face when travelling to 
Makkah. 

• Understand the significance of 
attending a non-religious event as a 
Humanist. 

• Explore the concept of pilgrimage and 
its relevance in the UK. 

 
Why is there suffering? (pt 1) 

• Explain some causes of suffering by 
exploring scripture and experience. 

• Understand the concept of free will 
through exploring scripture. 

• Investigate beliefs about human 
wrongdoing through religious 
perspectives. 

• Explore beliefs about suffering and 
goodness through scripture and 
personal responses. 

• Explore different beliefs about God’s 
role in suffering. 

• Examine how teachings about Jesus 
affect some Christian responses to 
suffering. 

 

Why is there suffering? (pt 2) 

• Consider how people’s beliefs 
influence their response to suffering. 

• Interpret the Buddhist concept of the 
Second Noble Truth using the story of 
Kisa Gotami. 

• Explore how the Four Noble Truths can 
help some Buddhists respond to 
suffering. 

• Recognise how the belief in Hukam 
can help some people in difficult 
times. 

• Discuss how some Shinto followers 
believe suffering can be prevented. 

• Recognise how responses to suffering 
vary using stories, beliefs and 
practices. 

 
What place does religion have in our world 
today? 

• Express a personal worldview through 
art. 

• Interpret the religious make-up of the 
UK by examining census data. 

• Compare the use of places of worship 
locally and elsewhere in the UK. 

• Investigate the spread of religion 
across the world. 

• Discuss the importance of freedom of 
religion and belief by analysing 
different scenarios. 

• Explain the importance of learning 
about and understanding others’ 
worldviews through real-life examples. 

 

 


