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Friday, 4th October 2024 

Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 5 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Harvest Collection 

 This afternoon, we welcomed Stuart 

and Timmy Tuna from North Lakes 

Food Bank to school. During our 

assembly, they launched this year’s Harvest Appeal and 

explained how important the food collected is to so many 

people. Please see the last page of this newsletter for 

further details. All donations will be collected in the main 

reception area. 

Donations welcomed until Friday, 18th October. 

School Uniform 

In our assembly on Monday, we talked about how we can look 

after our planet. One of the ways we can do this is by recycling 

clothes that we no longer wear, in the clothing bin at the front of 

school. We also talked about how it is important to look after our 

school uniform. Taking care of our own belongings, limits the 

amount of new clothing that needs to be produced. There is a 

mountain of lost property, all unnamed, in the school hall. Please 

come and have a look through this. Any clothes that are 

unclaimed by half term, will be recycled.  
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Early Years’ News Page  2 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  Reception 

go to: 
 

Alfie Burns and Harry McGraffin  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Arthur Clarke-Tait and Rory Clarke-Tait  

This week in Reception we have been learning our new phonemes g, o, c 

and k. It’s so lovely seeing the children practising the formation of the 

letters in the different areas and hearing from parents that they are 

practising them at home too.  

In Maths, the children have been learning about counting slowly and 

moving the objects they are counting to find out how many there are 

altogether. They have also been learning that you can count sounds, as 

well as objects.  

In English, we have been reading ‘Aliens Love Underpants’. They have 

learnt new vocabulary and they have drawn their own alien. They have 

also put the right number of beads on the stars, ordered rockets by size, 

painted their own planets and threaded different planets.  

We have also been looking at the different parts of our body. The children 

then had lots of fun labelling each other. In Art we have been discussing 

drawing our family different sizes and remembering to draw all the 

different body parts. The pictures were lovely.  

Well done Reception, you have had another fantastic week.  

This week in Nursery we have loved learning about ‘Our 
senses.’ We learned that we have 5 senses which help us. We 
used bubbles to explore our sense of sight. Then the children 
enjoyed exploring their sense of smell, especially in our outside 
area as the grass had been freshly cut. Using our interactive 
SMART board we explored our hearing when we listened to 
different weather sounds. The children were fantastic at 
guessing each sound and predicting what sound might come 
next. We could not believe it when it started to rain and we 
could actually hear the wind and rain on our classroom 
windows. We safely explored our sense of touch finding items 
in our environment which were soft, hard, rough and smooth. 
During snack time we explored our sense of taste and talked 
about flavours that are sweet like a banana and sour like some 
oranges.  

One of our highlights this week occurred outside when the 
children used their senses to spot a large caterpillar. We 
discussed how it had clever camouflage, it looked just like a 
green leaf. Then we felt it crawl on our skin, it was very tickly. 
Finally, we safely returned it to the natural habit. We hope to 
see a beautiful butterfly soon.  
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Key Stage 1 News Page  3 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Y1 go to: 

Hunter Blaylock and Owen Wilson  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Evie Christopherson-Tew and Sophie Copeland 

What a fantastic week we have had in class! In Maths, we 
completed our number lines and finished our work on place value. 
Now, we’re diving into part-whole models to help us with our 
upcoming unit on addition and subtraction—exciting stuff! We 
have also started work on a new maths programme, the children 
are mastering the use of a rekenrek to ‘build 5’. Our friend the 
‘Numberblocks’ have been supporting us with this. 

In Phonics, started to ‘grow the code’ by learning alternative 
graphemes for our phonemes. They are working hard to be 
‘grapheme spotters’. 

Our Science topic had us creating pictograms to illustrate the 
differences in daylight hours across the seasons. In Art, we got 
creative with observational drawings of shells, which will 
complement our waves and sea creatures theme beautifully. 
Percussion instruments were a hit in Music, the children used the 
instruments to keep the pulse to their favourite nursery rhymes. 

Mrs Busigny kicked off some French lessons with Year 1, and the 
children are perfecting their accents—c’est magnifique! 

The children have worked extremely hard in English this week to 
complete their story about 'Shell Woman' and the unexpected 
adventures she gets up to. In Maths they compared and ordered 
numbers from smallest to greatest. They have also started to 
count in their 2, 5 and 10 times tables using counters to support 
their learning. In Science, the children identified how a habitat 
provides animals and plants with what they need to survive. The 
focus this week was on Woodland Habitats. 
 
In Art, the children used oil pastels and water colour pencils to 
illustrate a background for a scene in their stories from English. In 
Geography, we compared the similarities between Kenya and the 
UK. The children studied human and physical features and 
concluded which countryside they would prefer to live in. In RE, 
the children investigated how people use music and lyrics to show 
their gratitude to God. The children also had a go at writing and 
singing their own song where they express things they are 
thankful for. In Music, we explored call and response using 
instruments and copied sound patterns using an instrument.  
 
Fantastic work Year 2! 
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Lower Key Stage 2 News Page  4 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to: 
 

Jonny Frankham and Saul Cartner  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 4 go 

to:  

Nancy Shields and Leon Spriggs  

Year 3 have had another brilliant week.  

In Maths we have started our next unit- 'addition and 
subtraction' and the children have really impressed us 
with their understanding, speed and problem solving 
skills! 

In English we have completed our first unit on 'The Stone 
Age Boy’ and next week we will use all the ideas and 
writing techniques we have learnt since starting the year 
to write our very own adventure story! 

In Science, we learnt about how food is an essential 
energy source for animals, the children really impressed 
us working scientifically to gathering and comparing data! 
Well Done everyone!   

This week in Maths, we finished our place value unit with 
rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000. The 
children have shown solid understanding of numbers to 
10,000 and are beginning to develop their reasoning and 
problem-solving skills.  
 
The children have enjoyed being creative with their 
writing in English. We have been creating similes to 
describe scenes in our 'How to Train Your Dragon' class 
book. One super example was 'the mythical mayhem's 
claws were as sharp as butchers knives!' We have also 
been learning about how to use direct speech. To help us 
with this, we learned a very catchy 'inverted commas' 
song! It was fantastic to hear the children singing the 
song back to themselves to help them check their work.  
 
This week we have also completed our Science project. 
The children worked as a team to apply their knowledge 
to mould, paint and label a set of model teeth. The end 
result was fantastic! 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 5 go to: 
 

Emily Oultram and Chloe Tubman  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to: 

Zoey Gaskell and Isla Graham  

This week in year 5 has been very busy with lots of different 
things happening.  Every afternoon, the children have been  
swimming at Workington Leisure Centre. Here they have been 
learning to swim or perfecting their strokes to become better 
swimmers. At the end of every swimming session, they also 
enjoyed playing games in the pool with their friends.   

In Maths, we have continued rounding numbers to the nearest 
100,000. The children have persevered with this and are 
beginning to understand the different steps they need to take 
to achieve the correct answer.    

In English, we have been using different adverbial phrases to 
understand the variety of sentence starters. They will use 
these skills next week when they begin to write their own 
adventure stories.    

It has been a pleasure to see some of the Year 5 children going 
to different after school clubs. In ‘Wellbeing club’, the children 
have been practising yoga techniques.   

In Maths, we’ve been diving deep into common factors and 
multiples, exploring prime numbers up to 100, and tackling 
square and cube numbers. Our class has now moved on to 
more complex calculations, practising multiplying 2-digit by 4-
digit numbers with accuracy. We’ve also been taking on tricky 
reasoning questions involving missing numbers, which really 
stretch our problem-solving skills! 

In English, we stepped into the shoes of journalists, reporting 
on dramatic events from the story of Macbeth. We are 
currently writing news articles about the King’s death at Glamis 
Castle. Our writing focused on grabbing the reader’s attention 
and providing detailed, vivid reports! 

In Art, our theme this term is Make My Voice Heard, where we 
have been learning how symbolism in art can express powerful 
messages. We’ve explored the technique of Chiaroscuro, a 
method of using light and shadow to create depth and 
emotion in drawings. 

Finally, in Science, we took on the challenge of creating our 
very own documentaries! We focused on warm-blooded 
animals, particularly birds, and put together informative, fun 
videos. You can watch our impressive documentaries on the 
Seesaw app—we’re so proud of how professional they turned 
out! 
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Reception 97.5% 

Year 1 96.33% 

Year 2 98.93% 

Year 3 99.41% 

Year 4 94.4% 

Year 5 93.33% 

Year 6 94.06% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 04/10/24 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance =  96.6% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

     Courtesy Cups 

Key Dates 

October 

30th—4th—Year 5 Swimming 

7th—11th—Year 4 Swimming 

9th—FODS Meeting 6pm School Hall 

11th—Year 6 Netherhall Day 

14th—18th—Year 3 Swimming 

26th— FODS Pumpkin Picking Event 

28th Oct—1st Nov—Half Term Week 

We currently have £255.80 in the Dearham Primary School Cashpot. 

There are still 55 days left to go. If you have not yet registered for this, 

please do as we receive £1 for everyone who signs up,. Thank you for 

your support so far and keep going! 

Congratulations to this week’s Courtesy Cup winners: 

Early Years—Elijah Blacklock 

Key Stage 1—Freddie Varty 

Lower Key Stage 2—Abby Penn 

Upper Key Stage 2—Poppy Melton 

Congratulations 

Well done to this Year 1 pupil who won 3 

trophies and a medal in a recent ‘Cheer 

Dance’ competition in Durham.  
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