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Long Term Plan    2024-2025 

 

Music   

 

Term 1 
 

Term 2 Term 3 

EY
 

Nursery 
Singing 
• Sing nursery rhymes, action songs, ‘Getting to Know You’ songs and Nativity songs 
 

Reception 

Exploring Sound 
 

• Explore using voices to make a variety of sounds. 
• Explore how to use our bodies to make sounds 
• Explore the sounds of different instruments  
• Identify sounds in the environment and differentiate 
between them 
• Use voices to imitate nature sounds 

 

Celebration music 
 

• Learn about music from another culture, particularly 
when related to the festival of Diwali. 
• Respond to music with movement. 
• Learn the names of some traditional Jewish musical 
instruments. 
• Play and move to traditional Jewish Hanukkah music. 
• Take part in a traditional call and response song. 
• Take part in a group song involving singing, voice 
sounds and playing instruments. 
• Learn about traditional Christmas music. 
• Suggest appropriate actions to match song lyrics. 

Music and movement  
 

• Understand why songs have actions. 
• Learn some simple Makaton signs to 
accompany a song. 
• Explore beat through body movement. 
• Express feelings and emotions through 
movement to music. 
• Explore pitch and tempo through scarf dancing 
and body movement. 
• Perform action songs to a small audience. 
 

Using instruments to represent actions 
 

• Listen to lyrics and melody and recall part of 
the story. 
• Move to music with instruction, changing 
movements to match tempo, pitch or dynamics. 
• Talk about how a piece of music makes you 
feel. 
• Sing and perform a group song. 
• Experiment with the sounds of different 
instruments. 
• Create a musical story based upon a familiar 
routine. 
• Use instruments to represent moods or 
actions. 
• Create a musical story based upon a familiar 
routine. 
 

Exploring Transport 
 

•Explore creating sound effects. 
•Explore making sounds at different speeds. 
•Explore moving to different tempos. 
•Explore moving to different tempos. 
•Interpret a simple score to show tempo 
changes. 
 

Big Band 
 

• Discuss what makes a musical instrument. 
• Use recyclable materials to create a simple 
representation of a musical instrument. 
• Learn what an orchestra is. 
• Learn about the four different groups of 
musical instruments. 
• Copy and follow a beat. 
• Experiment with playing tuned and untuned 
instruments. 
• Play in time to familiar songs. 
• Choose appropriate instruments to represent 
different parts of a song. 
• Perform a practised song to a small audience. 
 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/eyfs-music/eyfs-units/musical-stories/lesson-3-using-instruments-to-represent-actions/
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Year 1 

Keeping the Pulse 
• Clap the rhythm of their name. 
• Clap in time to music. 
• Sing the overall shape of a melody. 
• Play in time to music. 
• Copy and create rhythms based on word patterns. 
• Play on the pulse. 
 

Tempo  
• Demonstrate slow and fast with their bodies and 
voices. 
• Demonstrate slow and fast beats while saying a 
rhyme and using an instrument. 
• Perform a song using a singing voice. 
• Perform with an instrument. 
• Observe others and move, speak, sing and play 
appropriately. 
• Sing in time from memory, with some accuracy. 
• Keep a steady pulse. 

By the Sea – Vocal and Body Sounds 
• Create movements that match the music, 
explaining why they are moving in that way. 
• Identify descriptive sounds within the music. 
• Recreate and then adapt descriptive sounds 
heard using their voice or body. 
• Control instruments and voices to make both 
quiet and loud sounds. 
• Make more than one sound on their 
instrument and with their voice. 
 

Sound Patterns (Fairy Tales) 
• Explore and change dynamics using the voice. 
• Experiment with creating different sounds 
using a single instrument. 
• Read simple rhythmic patterns comprising of 
one beat sounds and one beat rests. 
• Show awareness of different roles when 
performing in a group performance. 
 

Pitch (Superheros) 
• Identify high- and low-pitched sounds. 
• Explore pitch by creating two-pitch patterns. 
• Demonstrate tempo changes. 
• Create a superhero theme tune with a variety 
in tempo and pitch. 
• Perform a piece of superhero music showing 
a change of pitch and tempo. 
 

Musical Symbols (Under the Sea) 
• Explore tempo changes through movement. 
• Explore how dynamics can be represented by 
different symbols. 
• Clap simple rhythmic patterns while keeping 
the pulse. 
• Interpret symbols to demonstrate a pitch 
pattern. 
• Perform as part of a group to demonstrate 
dynamics, pitch and rhythm. 

Year 2 

Call and Response (Animals) 
• Create short sequences of sound. 
• Copy a short rhythm  
• Learn a traditional song from Ghana. 
• Create rhythms based on call and response. 
• Add dynamics (volume) to a structure of rhythms. 
 

Instruments (Musical Storytelling) 
• Listen to and analyse a piece relating to a story. 
• Explore how music and sound effects can tell a story. 
• Select appropriate sounds to match events, 
characters and feelings in a story. 
• Suggest appropriate sounds to represent parts of a 
story  
• Perform a composition showing changes in tempo 
and dynamics 

Singing (On This Island) 
• Learn to sing a British folk song. 
• Practise and perform a song relating to the 
countryside. 
• Practise and perform a song relating to the city 
• Create symbols to represent sounds. 
• Develop and perform a musical composition. 
 

Contrasting dynamics (Theme: Space) 
• Create a simple soundscape using dynamic 
changes. 
• Compare two pieces of music. 
• Create a short pitch pattern to represent a 
planet. 
•Perform a pitch pattern representing a planet, 
using vocal and instrumental sounds and 
changes in dynamics 

Structure (Myths and Legends)  
• Read and clap a rhythm based on a phrase 
from a story. 
• Hear, write and clap rhythms based on a 
phrase from a story. 
• Perform a group composition. 
 

Pitch (Musical Me) 
•Understand and practise reading different 
symbols to show pitch. 
•Sing and draw pitch patterns. 
•Read and understand the notation for the 
song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’. 
•Use a tuned percussion instrument to play a 
song. 
•Complete the notation for a short song using a 
three-line stave. 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/singing-theme-on-this-island/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/constrasting-dynamics-theme-space/
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Year 3 

Ballads 
• Move and sing as a team, following lyrics on screen. 
• Recognise minims, crotchets and quavers. often by 
ear, and reliably by sight. 
• Perform rhythms accurately from notation and layer 
them to create a composition. 
• Join in with the performances confidently, and 
reasonably in time and tune. 
• Make suggestions for improving their performance. 
 

Creating Compositions in Response to Animations  
• Create actions or movements appropriate to each 
section of a piece of music. 
• Play in time and with an awareness of other pupils’ 
parts, giving some thought to dynamics. 
• Play melodies and rhythms which represent the 
section of animation they are accompanying 
Developing Singing Technique  
• Move and sing as a team, following the lyrics on the 
screen. 
• Perform rhythms accurately from notation and layer 
them to create a composition. 

Developing Singing Technique (The Vikings) 
 

• Sing in time with others. 
• Recognise simple rhythmic notation by ear and 
by sight. 
• Use simple rhythmic notation to compose a 
Viking battle song. 
• Perform music with confidence and discipline 
 

Pentatonic Melodies and Composition (Chinese 
New Year) 
• Learn about the music used to celebrate the 
Chinese New Year festival. 
• Play a pentatonic melody on a tuned 
percussion instrument. 
• Write and perform a pentatonic melody. 
• Perform a group composition. 
•Perform a piece of music as a group. 

Jazz 
 

• Sing and clap a syncopated rhythm for a 
ragtime-style song. 
• Improvise a call and response. 
• Scat sing using the call and response format. 
• Create a jazz motif. 
• Adapt a familiar tune using jazz rhythms. 
 

Traditional instruments and improvisation  
• Form an opinion of Indian music. 
• Improvise using given notes. 
• Create a piece of music using a drone, rag and 
tag. 
• Perform a piece of music using musical 
notation. 
 

Year 4 

Rock and Roll  
• Understand the history of rock and roll music  
• Perform with a sense of style. 
• Play a walking bass line on tuned percussion. 
• Play a rock and roll bass line. 
• Play a rock and roll piece of music. 
 

Body and Tuned Percussion (Rainforest) 
• Identify structure and texture in music. 
• Use body percussion. 
• Create musical rhythms using body percussion. 
• Create simple tunes. 
• Build and improve a composition. 

Changes in Pitch, Tempo and Dynamics (Rivers) 
• Sing in two parts using expression and 
dynamics. 
• Recognise key elements of music. 
• Create and perform an ostinato. 
• Improve and perform a piece of music based 
around ostinatos. 
 

Adapting and Transposing Motifs (Romans) 
• Sing in tune and in time. 
• Understand what a musical motif is. 
• Compose and notate a motif. 
• Develop and transpose a musical motif. 
• Combine and perform different versions of a 
musical motif. 

Samba and Carnival Sound and Instruments 
• Identify the main features of samba music. 
• Understand and play syncopated rhythms. 
• Play syncopated rhythms as part of a group. 
• Compose a basic rhythmic break. 
• Perform rhythmic breaks within the samba 
piece. 
 

Haiku, music and performance 
• Describe the festival of Hanami using words 
and sounds. 
• Represent a blossom tree using sounds. 
•Identify different musical features. 
•Work as a group to create a piece of music to 
celebrate Hanami. 
•Perform a piece of music to celebrate Hanami. 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-3/the-vikings/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-3/festivals-chinese-new-year-2/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-3/festivals-chinese-new-year-2/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/romans/
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Year 5 

Composition notation (Ancient Egypt) 
• Sing with accuracy, fluency, control, and expression. 
• Explore and use different forms of notation. 
• Understand note length. 
• Read simple pitch notation. 
• Use hieroglyphs and stave notation to write a piece 
of music 
 

Blues 
• Know some features of blues music. 
• Play the first line of the 12-bar blues. 
• Be able to play the 12-bar blues. 
• Play the blues scale on a tuned instrument. 
• Improvise with notes from the blues scale. 

South and West Africa 
• Sing a traditional African song unaccompanied. 
• Use tuned percussion to play a chord 
progression. 
• Use vocals or tuned percussion to perform a 
piece of music as an ensemble. 
• Play call and response rhythms using 
percussion instruments. 
• Create an eight-beat break to play within a 
performance. 
 

Composition to represent the festival of colour 
(Holi festival) 
• Understand that music can be represented 
with colours. 
• Represent a piece of music as a graphic score. 
• Create a vocal composition based on a picture. 
• Create a piece of music inspired by a single 
colour. 
• Work as a group to perform a piece of music. 
 

Musical Theatre 
• Explain what musical theatre is and recall at 
least three features of this kind of music. 
• Categorise songs as action or character songs. 
• Select appropriate existing music for their 
scene to tell the story of a journey. 
• Perform in time with their groups, ensure 
smooth transitions between spoken dialogue, 
singing and dancing. 
 

Looping and Remixing 
• Perform a looped body percussion rhythm; 
keeping in time with their group. 
• Use loops to create a whole piece of music, 
ensuring that the different aspects of music 
work together. 
• Choose a suitable fragment of music and be 
able to play it along to the backbeat. 
• Perform a piece with some structure and two 
different loops. 
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Year 6 

Dynamics, Pitch and Texture (Fingal's Cave) 
 

• Engage in discussion about the sounds of an 
orchestral piece. 
• Change dynamics and pitch, differentiating between 
the two. 
• Take the role of conductor or follow a conductor. 
• Change texture within their group improvisation and 
talk about its effect. 
• Create a graphic score to represent sounds. 
• Follow the conductor to show changes in pitch, 
dynamics and texture. 
 

Film music 
• Appraise different musical features in a variety of 
film contexts 
• Identify and understand some composing techniques 
in film music. 
• Use graphic scores to interpret different emotions in 
film music. 
• Create and notate musical ideas and relate them to 
film music. 
• Play a sequence of musical ideas to convey emotion. 

Theme and Variation  
 

• Perform rhythms confidently either on their 
own or in a group. 
• Identify the sounds of different instruments 
and discuss what they sound like. 
• Make reasonable suggestions for which 
instruments can be matched to which pieces of 
art. 
• Recall the names of several instruments 
according to their orchestra sections. 
• Keep the pulse with the body percussion 
section and sing with control and confidence. 
• Name the three rhythms correctly and copy 
the rhythms accurately with a good sense of 
pulse. 
• Draw the rhythms accurately and show a 
difference between each of their variations. 
•Showcase creativity in the finished product. 
 

Songs of WW2 
• Use musical vocabulary to identify features of 
different eras of music. 
• Improve accuracy in pitch and control, singing 
with expression and dynamics. 
• Identify pitches within an octave when singing. 
• Use knowledge of pitch to develop confidence 
when singing in parts. 
• Notate a melody using pitches up to an octave. 
 

Baroque 
 

• Understand the importance of Monteverdi in 
the history of opera. 
• Read and play a canon from staff notation. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of Baroque 
music features when composing. 
• Combine knowledge of staff notation and 
aural awareness to play a fugue. 
• Apply their understanding of fugue structure 
when performing with others. 
 

Composing and Performing a Leavers’ song 
 

• Listen to and describe music. 
• Write lyrics for a song. 
• Organise lyrics into a song structure. 
• Use vocal improvisation and known melodies 
against a backing track. 
• Compose a melody. 
• Compose a verse melody. 

 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/baroque/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/leavers-song/

