
Year 3 Term 1 Overview 
  

 

WRITING MATHS 

Based on: The Stone Age Boy, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
Genres covered:  
Setting description, instructions, character description, recount, letter 
Other focuses: 
Use of basic punctuation, varied sentence openers, using thesaurus and dictionary, 
legible, fluent, joined handwriting. 
 

Place Value  
Represent and partition numbers to 100  
Number line to 100  
Represent and partition numbers to 1,000   
Hundreds, tens and ones   
Find 1, 10 or 100 more or less   
Number line to 1,000, and estimating on a number line 
Compare and order numbers to 1,000   
Count in 50s  
 
Addition and Subtraction  
Apply number bonds within 10  
Add and subtract 1s ,10s and 100s 
Add 1s and 10s across a 10 and a 100 
Subtract 1s and 10s across a 10 and a 100 
Add two numbers (no exchange), Subtract two numbers (no exchange), Add two 
numbers (across a 10)   
Add two numbers (across a 100) and subtract two numbers (across a 10)  
Subtract two numbers (across a 100)  
Add 2-digit and 3-digit numbers  
Subtract a 2-digit number from a 3-digit number   
Complements to 100   
Estimate answers   
Inverse operations   
 
Multiplication and Division  
Multiplication - equal groups  
Use arrays   
Multiples of 2, 5 and 10   
Sharing and grouping   
Multiply and divide by 2, 3, 4 and 8 
 
 
 
 

SPAG 

Ready to write  
Noun phrases  
What is a sentence?  
Different types of Sentences  
Expanding sentences   
Commas  
Apostrophes 
Past and present  
 
Determiners  
What is a vowel?  
What is a consonant?  
‘the’, ‘a’ or ‘an’?  
Recognising determiners  
Using determiners  
 
Conjunctions  
What is a clause?  
Coordinating conjunctions  
Subordinating conjunctions  
Using conjunctions to express time  
Using conjunctions to express place  
Using conjunctions to express cause  
Using conjunctions to express time, place and cause  
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READING SPELLING 

Texts covered: ‘The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane’ and ‘The Stone Age Boy’  
 
Objectives: 

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

• Drawing inferences, such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

• Making comparisons with and across books  
Participating in discussions about books, explaining their understanding of 
what they have read and provide reasoned justification for their views 
 

• The ow sound spelled ou  

• The u sound spelled ou  

• The i sound spelled y  

• Words ending in sound ze spelled sure  

• Words ending in sound ch spelled ture  

• Challenge words  

• Words with prefix re  

• Words with prefix dis   

• Words with prefix mis  

• Adding suffix not doubling the last letter  

• Adding suffix doubling last letter  
 
 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY HISTORY 

Why do people live near volcanoes? 
 

• How is Earth constructed? 

• Where are mountains found? 

• Why and where do we get volcanoes? 

• What are the effects of a volcanic eruption? 

• What are earthquakes and where do we get them? 

• Where have rocks around school come from? 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age?  
 

• How long ago did Prehistoric man live?  

• What does Skara Brae tell us about life in the Stone Age?  

• Who was the Amesbury Archer?  

• How did bronze change life in the Stone Age?  

• How did trade change the Iron Age?  

• What changed between the Stone Age and the Iron Age? 
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SCIENCE RE 

Animals: movement and nutrition   

• Recall the three key functions of the skeleton  

• Describe a vertebrate, invertebrate, endoskeleton and exoskeleton 

• Identify and name the skull, spine, ribs and pelvis on a diagram 

• Recall that muscles cause movements in the body, some of which we 
control by choice and that they cause a movement by shortening and 
pulling on a bone 

• Recall that animals, including humans, need to eat food to survive 

• Describe some examples of how energy is used by the body and make 
comparisons about the energy demands between people 

• List some of the seven nutrient groups, name foods that are good sources 
of them and describe what they are needed for in the body 

• Compare two different meals and explain which is more balanced by 
naming the nutrient groups  

• Use information about skeletons to group animals 

• Record measurements of different bones and use the data to sort them 

• Describe some ways scientific research has improved the field of 
bionics/prosthetics, such as the choice of materials or linking their 
movement to muscles in the arm 

 
Forces and magnets  

• Identify examples of pushes, pulls and twists 

• Define a force, including describing, naming and classifying contact and 
non-contact forces  

• Describe the relationship between friction and the roughness of a surface 

• Identify examples of friction being useful or not 

• Predict attraction and repulsion between like and opposite poles 

• Identify examples of magnetic and non-magnetic materials 

• Name some examples of types of magnets and compare their strengths 

• Describe some examples of the uses of magnets 

• Use arrows and scientific vocabulary to show the direction of a force 

• Use evidence to support conclusions 

• Identify the variables to change, measure and control 
Label the axes of a bar chart and draw bars accurately 

What makes us human?   

• Respectful Religion and worldviews – What are worldviews?  

• What is a soul and do we all have one?  

• What do different people think makes us human?  

• How can art express ideas about the soul?  

• Why do some Buddhist people meditate? 

• Does anyone know what makes us human?  
 

  
Where do our morals come from?  

• How do we know what is right and wrong?  

• What do some Christian and Jewish people believe about right and wrong?  

• How do people remember the rules?  

• Is all religious guidance the same?  

• How do some Buddhists make moral decisions?  

• What is your moral code?  
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COMPUTING ART 

Computing systems and networks 

• Recognise that a network is two or more devices connected 

• Identify key components that make up the school’s network 

• Explain the difference between wired and wireless connections 

• Recognise that files are saved on a server 

• Understand the role of the server in a network when requesting a website 

• Identify parts of a website’s journey to reach your computer 

• Recognise that routers connect to send information 

• Understand that data is broken into packets 
 
 
Online Safety 
 

• To know what makes a safe password, how to keep passwords safe and the 
consequences of giving your passwords away 

• To understand how the Internet can be used to help us to communicate 
effectively  

• To understand how a blog can be used to help us communicate with a 
wider audience 

• To consider if what can be read on websites is always true 

• To look at a ‘spoof’ website 

• To create a ‘spoof’ webpage 

• To think about why these sites might exist and how to check that the 
information is accurate 

• To learn about the meaning of age restrictions symbols on digital media 
and devices 

• To discuss why PEGI restrictions exist 

• To know where to turn for help if they see inappropriate content or have 
inappropriate contact from others 

 
 
 

Painting and Mixed Media - Prehistoric Painting  
 

• Recognise the processes involved in creating prehistoric art 

• Explain approximately how many years ago prehistoric art was produced 

• Use simple shapes to build initial sketches 

• Create a large-scale copy of a small sketch 

• Use charcoal to recreate the style of cave artists 

• Demonstrate good understanding of colour mixing with natural pigments 

• Discuss the differences between prehistoric and modern paint 

• Make choices about equipment or paint to recreate features of prehistoric 
art, experimenting with colours and textures 

• Successfully make positive and negative handprints in a range of colours 

• Apply their knowledge of colour mixing to make natural colours 
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MUSIC DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Creating compositions in Response to Animations  
 

• Verbalise how the music makes them feel 

• Create actions or movements appropriate to each section of a piece of 
music 

• Play in time and with an awareness of other pupils’ parts, giving some 
thought to dynamics 

• Play melodies and rhythms which represent the section of animation they 
are accompanying 

 
Developing Singing Technique 

• Move and sing as a team, following the lyrics on the screen 

• Recognise minims, crotchets and quavers often by ear and reliably by sight 

• Perform rhythms accurately from notation and layer them to create a 
composition 

• Add appropriate sound effects to their performances using untuned 
percussion 

• Join in with the performances confidently, and reasonably in time and tune 

• Make suggestions for improving their performance 

Cooking and Nutrition 
 

• Explain that fruits and vegetables grow in different countries based on their 
climates 

• Understand that seasonal fruits and vegetables grow in a given season 

• Understand that eating seasonal fruit and vegetables positively affects the 
environment 

• Design a tart recipe using seasonal ingredients 
 

PE MFL 

Football 

• Create and use space to help my team 

• Pass, receive and shoot the ball with increasing control under pressure 

• Select the appropriate action for the situation and make this decision 
quickly 

• Use marking, and/or interception to improve my defence 
 

Swimming  

• Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 
25 metres 

• Use a range of strokes effectively (for example, front crawl, backstroke and 
breaststroke 

French Greetings with Puppets  

• French greetings  

• French greetings – day and night How are you feeling – in French?  

• French finger rhymes  
  
French Adjectives of Colour, Shape and Size  

• Colours in French   

• Shapes and colours in French Shapes of different colours and sizes in 
French  

• Using shapes like the French artist, Matisse  

• In the style of the French artist, Matisse 
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PSHE 

Family and relationships 

• Understand that everyone can expect a level of respect but this can be lost 

• Understand what respect is and how they should be respected 

• Understand how stereotypes influence our ideas and opinions 

• Understand a range of stereotypes and share this information effectively 

• Create a resolution guide that includes strategies to manage conflicts and 
describes situations where conflict is likely to arise 

• Understand the term grief and describe some of the associated emotions 
 
Health and Wellbeing                                                                                               

• Describe qualities or values they want to develop and create goals                                                                                                  

• Describe the importance of relaxation and suggest different strategies 

• Describe how they take care of their physical wellbeing 

• Understand that technology can have an impact on physical and mental 
health and know some strategies they can use to overcome this 

• Describe what resilience is, why it is important and resilience strategies 

• Understand how vaccination works and why it is important to individuals 

• Understand that habits can be good or bad for health 

• Understand that changes in their body could indicate illness and know 
what to do if they notice them 

 


