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Friday, 17th May 2024 

Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 5 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Colour Run 

What a fabulously colourful end to our week as this afternoon, many 

of our pupils ran, walked and even danced around the field, whilst 

being showered in a rainbow of colour. The £5 registration fee, along 

with the sponsorship money, has been donated to ‘Hospice at Home 

West Cumbria,’ who provide palliative and end of life care, family 

and bereavement support to patients and their loved ones, across 

West Cumbria. Thank you to everyone who got involved today.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in  

Reception go to: 

Bella Murray and Sonny Barker  

This week in reception we have been learning about ‘Life Cycles’ 
and in particular the Life Cycle of a Frog. The children have 
enjoyed exploring the magical transformation that takes place.  
 
In Maths, we are continuing with our shape topic and have been 
exploring the use of positional language. The children have been 
describing the position of shapes in relation to others and are 
experimenting with words such as above, below, underneath, 
next to. They have also enjoyed using shapes to make different 
shapes and we were blown away when one child told us she'd 
made a big triangle using a hexagon and three little triangles.  
 
In Music, we are learning about the amazing African drummer 
Babatunde Olatunji and we have been inspired by his music. We 
got out our Djembe drums and used them to copy rhythms and 
explore the sounds the different parts of the drum make. We all 
had a great time and a special thanks to Mrs Bishop for her great 
drumming skills.  

This week in Nursery we have been reading 'The Little Red 
Hen'. We have really enjoyed talking about helping each 
other and thinking of ways we can support each other when 
our friends need help. The children shared wonderful ideas 
and we have been keeping our eyes and ears open for friends 
who need help in our Nursery. The children also enjoyed 
acting out the story and have been making some delicious 
bread rolls! Inspired by our story, we learned about different 
windmills around the world. Then we made our own 
windmills using special pins to make sure our sails really 
turned in the wind. 

On Wednesday, Amanda from ‘Phunky Foods’ came in to talk 
to Nursery about keeping our minds, bodies and teeth 
healthy. The children listened really well and are excited to 
take part in a teeth brushing challenge that Amanda set 
them! They had great ideas about exercise and eating 
healthily. We also talked about visiting the dentist regularly 
and foods and drinks which are good and bad for our teeth.  

We have played lots of listening games and enjoyed listening 
to environmental sounds.  We have also been watching our 
tadpoles grow legs and can't wait for them to turn into frogs!  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards  go to: 

Ella Cant and Hannah Farmer 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Y1 go to: 

Isaac Smith and Nancy Bethwaite   

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 2 go to: 

Tilly Williams and Zachary Fidler  

This week in English we started reading a new book 'The Tear 
Thief' by Carol Ann Duffy. The children worked in groups to 
retell the story using drama and role play. The children also 
wrote detailed character descriptions.  

In Science, we focused on sunlight and its relation to healthy 
plant growth. We observed test plant 'B', which has been kept 
from sunlight and compared its growth to the rest of the 
plants. The children then explored the school grounds looking 
for plants and assessing whether it had healthy or unhealthy 
conditions. They fed back their findings using fantastic 
scientific vocabulary. 

In Maths, we recognised and found a third and practised 
reading time on a clock to 5 minutes. In Art, the children used 
bright colours to paint the clay tiles they made last week. In 
Geography, we investigated and collected data on how people 
use the coast. They recorded this information in a tally chart. 
In Music, we sang another English folk song, 'London Bridge is 
Falling Down' and added actions and in RE, the children 
inspected Jewish artefacts and looked at symbols of the faith.  

This week in Maths, we have been learning about 
recognising and finding a half of an amount. We shared 
fruits between two parrots and shared counters with a 
friend to see what half of the number was. In English, we 
have started reading our new book ‘The Ugly Five’. We 
predicted what we thought was going to happen, made 
inferences and drew a story map. In Science, we have been 
looking carefully at different seeds and bulbs and making 
predictions about what kind of seed or bulb they think it is. 
In Geography we watched a video of a little girl called 
Evangeline, who lives in Kenya, and found out what is the 
same and different about life in the UK and Kenya. In Art 
this week we made our own fruit faces using cut out fruits 
and vegetables. They look amazing and they thought really 
carefully about which fruit or vegetable to use for each 
feature.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 4 go to:  

Billy Thompson and Daisy Sowerby  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 3 go to: 
 
Oliver McManus and Lucy Penn  

We have continued our work on fractions over the week, the 
children have subtracted fractions, partitioned the whole and 
have worked on finding fractions of numbers.  In English, we 
looked at newspaper reports and wrote our own based on 
our class book 'Fantastic Mr Fox'. We used the paper we 
made last week to put our scroll designs on. We used ancient 
Egyptian symbols and pictures. In the second half of the 
week, we continued looking at paragraphs in SPAG, studied a 
non-fiction text about the 'parts of a flower' in 
Comprehension and even dissected flowers to apply our 
learning. In Science we all took part in a shadow investigation 
to discover if transparent, translucent and opaque materials 
create different shadows. Finally in French, we continued our 
topic of 'Au salon de the' and looked at French currency.  We 
have also enjoyed beginning to look at this month's musician 
- Babatunde Olatunje, by learning some breathing exercises 

and body percussion. 

Year 4 had two fantastic days at our Hawes End residential this 
week. On Monday, we started our adventure with some ghyll 
scrambling. The class bravely walked up the waterfall at Stoneycroft 
Ghyll. The children threw themselves into the challenge and even 
chose to swim across deeper areas, slide down rock faces and dunk 
their heads behind the waterfall!  Later, we learned how to shoot an 
arrow in archery. Within three rounds, the class managed to 
increase their scores on the target board by almost double! That 
evening, we had some delicious meatballs and pasta and sticky 
toffee pudding; we finished the evening with some downtime. We 
enjoyed parachute games and some quiet colouring to relax before 
bedtime. On Tuesday, the children built canoe rafts and paddled 
over Derwent Water to St Herbert's Island. We spent some time 
exploring the island and playing games there. The children thought it 
might be the 'Easter Egg Island' from our 'The Great Chocoplot' class 
story! Although we didn't discover any ancient Easter Egg Stones, 
the children had a fantastic time. 
Well done Year 4, you represented the school terrifically. You 
showed bravery, resilience and teamwork. We are very proud of 
you.  
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

Year 4 Fun at Hawes End 
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EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 5 go to: 

Violet Turner and Emily Bishop  

This week’s Headteacher’s Awards in Year 6 go to: 

Lacey Morris and Indie Fulton 

Firstly, a huge well done to Year 6 for their attitudes towards the tests this week. We were so impressed by their determination 
to show off all the skills they have worked on this year. The children are sad that we are no longer having breakfast together 
every morning. After all the hard work, we have enjoyed being outside, enjoying the sunshine.  

We have spent time painting our sculptures in Art this week. Even though we have had some mishaps, and we need to get the 
super glue out, they are looking very professional. We are excited to reveal them next week when we do our finishing touches. 
We are looking forward to getting back into a routine next week. We have First Aid training on Monday to complete our PSHE 
unit.  

In Maths, Year 5 have continued their work on 
angles. They have been measuring angles on a 
straight line, and practising using protractors to 
measure degrees accurately. This week, we have 
also made cross-curricular links between our English 
and our History work. We have put ourselves in the 
role of a textile worker, and ‘hot-seated’ our peers, 
to ask them questions about what their life might 
have been like. 

In Music we have been combining musical loops, in 
order to create pieces that evoke specific emotions, 
such as excitement, uneasiness and calm. In Art, we 
have been studying Installations, and our work this 
week has been themed around ‘Everyday Amazing’. 
We went out onto the field to create sculptures out 
of everyday objects and materials. We also used our 
photography skills to capture the world around us in 
unique and interesting ways, and from new 
perspectives. We had a lot of fun flexing our 
creativity!  
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Reception 92% 

Year 1 94% 

Year 2 96% 

Year 3 94% 

Year 4 94% 

Year 5 93% 

Year 6 96% 

              Attendance 

Attendance for week ending 17/05/24 

(Please note that Nursery is not included 

as this is non-statutory education) 

Whole School Attendance = 94% 

EXCELLENCE             CARE             PARTNERSHIP 

      Useful Information 

Dearham Primary School 
Dearham 
Maryport 
Cumbria 
CA15 7HR 

01900 812 518 

admin.dearham@changinglives.education 

 

Headteacher — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DSL — Mrs. Samantha Busigny 

DDSL—Miss Emily Grima 

It was lovely to award the Courtesy Cups in assembly this morning 

to the following pupils: 

Early Years — Evelyn Clark KS 1 — Joey Dickinson 

Lower KS 2 — Jack Gibson Upper KS 2— Keira Clague 

      Courtesy Cups 

Please note that for Safeguarding reasons, we 

never print the name of any child next to their 

photograph. 

Exceptional 
Attendance is 99% or higher. 

Always in school on time. 

Good 
Attendance is 96% or higher. 

Always in school on time. 

Concern Attendance falls below 96% 

Serious Cause for 

Concern 

Attendance is below 90% or 

frequently late to school. 

As you know attendance is a very important part of your child's education 

and is monitored not only by the school, but by the Local Authority and 

Ofsted.  At Dearham Primary School, we are working hard to raise 

children's attendance to ensure they get the best from their education.  

Whilst I appreciate that holidays are more affordable during term time, I 

can only authorise absence for exceptional circumstances—a holiday does 

not fit this criteria; it will be marked as unauthorised and may incur a fine 

from the Local Authority. 

Some Key Dates 

May 
20th—24th—5 Day Feet First Challenge 
24th—FODS Sweet Raffle 
27th—31st—Half Term 
 

June 
11th—KS1 Village Run 
12th—KS2 Village Run 
22nd—Dearham Summer Fete 
 

July 
1st—EY/KS1—Sports Day 
2nd—KS2 Sports Day 
4th—Summer Dance Show—Carnegie (KS2) 
19th—End of Term—Break up 1:30pm 

mailto:admin.dearham@changinglives.education
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