
 

Thank you 

I would like to start by saying thank you 

to staff this week. We have had some 

staff out, visitors in and changes to 

routine and they have, as always, 

maintained their drive to ensure the 

best possible education for your 

children. I am hoping they will take the 

week ahead to catch their breath ready 

for the next half term. 

I also want to say thank you to the 

children. What a bunch of superstars 

you are! There is not a day goes by 

that I am not proud to be your Head. 

Keep being the awesome bunch you 

are. 

In addition, of course to you parents 

and carers. Your children are who they 

are because of you. Enjoy the half term 

if you get time at home with them. 

Remember it is only 65 sleeps until 

Christmas Day! 

 

Halloween Disco 

What a fabulous evening the children had. 

Their costumes were amazing and it was a 

joy to see the smiles on their faces. I 

would just like to say thank you to the staff 

who stayed behind and of course to 

Simone for doing the disco and to Lisa for 

all her hard work in sorting and preparing 

the little goody bags the children got. We 

could not do it without you!  

 

 

 This week 

Another full and busy week this week with all kinds of spooky bits and pieces happening in 

classrooms. I have seen some excellent work going on in my little trips into lessons and the 

visitors we have had in this week have been full of praise for the children and their manners. I 

learned all kinds about London reading Brooklyn’s information booklet. I have also seen some 

excellent artwork in the style of Matisse and some intriguing English based around Macbeth. 

There is always so much going on around the school. No wonder our visitors are impressed. 

 



 

 

Reading 

As you may be aware, we have put Accelerated Reader in place in KS2 in school. This tool 

helps children understand what they are reading with online quizzes. All books are labelled and 

the idea is the children take time to read and absorb a text and then take a quiz on it. If they do 

not score well on the quiz, they will be asked to read the book again. 

We are trying to teach the children that it is not about how quickly you read a book or even that 

it may seem too easy, but it is about their fluency, reading with expression and understanding 

what the author is trying to tell them. If a book may appear too simple or may come home more 

than once then we want your child to work on their fluency and understanding, it is not just 

about reading the words but learning to love and understand books. 

 

 

After School Club 

Unfortunately, we will not be running the 3:15 to 5:15 after school club this term. Miss Barker 

sent out 189 emails for 216 students but we sadly only had interest from seven families. As I 

am sure you will appreciate, we cannot cover the cost of two members of staff for seven 

children without running at a significant loss so we are unable to offer this facility this term. 

 

 
Attendance and RAG letters 

I am delighted to say that today we are handing out 115 certificates for 100% attendance for 

this half term. That is a fabulous number of children. 52.9% of our statutory school age children 

have not had a day off since we came back to school in September. 

In addition, just to make you aware children will be bringing home the attendance letters I have 

previously mentioned today. They are RAG rated so 97% and above receive a green letter 

recognising the success in their attendance, 93-96.9% receive an amber letter and anything 

below 93% receive a red letter, which is just a reminder of how important attendance is. Of 

course, the figures we have worked on are only based on this half term and as the year goes 

on the number of sessions missed has less impact on attendance if they do not significantly 

increase as we count from the start of the academic year. 

I know some parents find these letters frustrating but they are part of our attendance and 

absence procedure and as the year goes on the number of red letters will drop significantly. 

 

 Blocking gates 

Sadly, yesterday a member of staff who finishes school at 2:45 could not get off the carpark to 

collect her own children from their school as parents’ cars blocked them in. The main gate from 

the Went was also blocked which would have been a significant issue had we needed an 

emergency services vehicle. Please do not block the main gates and remember people may 

need to get out of the car park at any point during the afternoon. 

 

 



 

Attendance for the week beginning 17th October and for the half term 

 17th October 
 

Half term 

Nursery – Mrs Norman and Mrs 
Bell 
 

91.12% 92.5% 

Reception – Mrs Hawker 
 

98.23% 96.38% 

Year 1 – Mrs Cresswell 
 

99.67% 97.67% 

Year 2 – Mrs Rigby 
 

89.11% 94.69% 

Year 3 – Mrs Clayton and Miss 
Clarke 
 

91.52% 95.2% 

Year 4 – Mr Blease 
 

96.79% 95.96% 

Year 5 – Mr MacCreedy 
 

98.21% 97.65% 

Year 6 – Mrs Ivison 
 

82.51% 93.82% 

Year 6 – Miss Grima 
 

99.35% 97.39% 

Whole school attendance this week 94.43%  

Whole school this half term 95.9% 

Data Sheets - permissions 

We are still waiting for a number of data 

sheets to be sent back into school, 

including permission sheets. If we do 

not have these returned we are not able 

to include your child in pictures or some 

activities because we do not have your 

permission. The forms were emailed out 

where possible and hard copies sent to 

those parents who needed them. If you 

have not returned your form and now 

cannot find it please let the office know 

and new ones will be sent out. Can all 

outstanding forms please be returned 

by the first Monday back after half term, 

which is 31st October. Thank you. 

 

 

Another thank you 

On Wednesday, Idris’ Mum Dornu came 

in to speak to Year 1. The children had 

a lovely time and learned a lot. I would 

like to say thank you to Dornu for 

coming in and talking to the children 

and celebrating Black History month. 

 



Dates for this term so far. New dates highlighted 

 Monday 31st Oct – Back to school 

 Wednesday 9th Nov – Parents meetings 

 Thursday 10th November – school photos 

 Tuesday 15th November – Year 3 Into Film cinema trip  

 Wednesday 16th Nov – Year 5 and 6 Into Film cinema trip 

 Thursday 17th Nov – Year 1 and 2 Into Film cinema trip 

 Tuesday 22nd November – Year 4 Into Film cinema trip 

 Thursday 1st Dec – Nasal flu vaccines 

 Saturday 3rd Dec – Dearham Christmas market in the sports hall.10am to 2pm 

 Tuesday 6th December – Reception and Y6 height and weight checks 

 Wednesday 7th Dec – Y1 – 6-pantomime trip. Children leave school at 12:30 and to be 

collected from school at 3:40pm please 

 Tuesday 13th Dec – KS1 Christmas performance at the Carnegie 

 Wednesday 14th December – Christmas lunch 

 Wednesday 14th Dec- Nursery and Reception Christmas performance in the hall 

 Thursday 15th Dec – KS2 Christmas performance at the Carnegie 

 Monday 19th Dec – Christmas Party Day 

 Tuesday 20th Dec – end of term 

 

I will add to this list as dates come into the diary so you can free up your calendars where possible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Courtesy Cup this week went to: 

Rowan Branthwaite 

Chloe Tubman 

Isabelle Fidler, Keighana Relph, Bella Dixon and Molly Cosgrove 

Well done for being such excellent role models

Nursery 
 Grayson Branthwaite 
 Imogen Wood 

 
 
Reception 
 Cohen Parker 
 Oakley Robertson 
 Frazer McMullan 
 Sophie Copeland 

 
 Year One 

 Skyler Bailiff 
 Freddie Williams 
 Tilly Williams 
 Saul Cartner 
 Brooklyn Robertson 
 Oscar Dark 

 
Year Two 
 Reece Cook 
 Charlotte Lowell 
 Lucy Penn 

Year Three 
 Daisy Sowerby 
 Jake Askew 
 Aidan Smith 

 
Year Four 
 Evan Stephenson 
 Zoey Gaskell 

 
Year Five 
 Indie Fulton 
 Ebony Atkinson 
 Molly Cosgrove 
 Harry Fulton 

 
Year Six 
 Hannah Duggan 
 Caitlyn Hadley 
 Zachary Lowell 
 Blake Cartner 
 Libby Taylor 
 Olivia-Jo Kirkbride 
 Lana Stephenson 
 Riley Nutter 

 

 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HALF TERM EVERYONE 


